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Com  Review 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Commemorative 
coins  are  among  the 
most  popular,  most 
fascinating  collectibles  in 
all  of  numismatics.  Their 
affordable  beauty  and 
rich  historical  impor¬ 
tance  make  them  one  of 
the  most  sought-after 
series  in  the  world  of 
coins. 

Now,  you  cam  explore 

the  fun  and  excitement  of 
commemorative  collect¬ 
ing  with  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Comemorative 
Coin  Club  and  save  over 
S 1 40  to  boot!  Here’s  what 
you’ll  get: 

For  starters  we  will 
send  you  $450  worth  of 
beautiful,  sparkling 
commems,  all  different 
designs,  certified  by 

PCGS  or  NGC,  in  the  grade  of  your  choice  (MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65).  These  coins  will  have  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  Dave  Bowers  and  be  among  the  highest 
quality  available  today. 

We’ll  throw  in  an  autographed,  softbound  edition 
of  Q.  David  Bowers’  Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

This  fully  illustrated  work  is  the  definitive 
reference  on  the  series  and  will  be  the 
cornerstone  of  your  numismatic  library. 

List  price  $39.95. 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


All  for  just 

$399 


So  you  won’t  miss  out 

on  any  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  news  or  activities, 
give  you  a  one-year 
subscription  to  The  Rare 
Coin  Review  and  The  Coin 
Collector.  Over  $100  in 
publications  at  our  low  $29 
subscription  rate. 

Jb*  Bonus  Gift  #  1 

As  a  special  bonus  gift  for 
enrolling  before  December 
31,  1995,  you  will  receive  a 
sparkling  gem  example  of 
the  1982-S  Washington 
commemorative  half  dollar, 
Proof-65,  as  issued  in  its 
original  case.  A  retail  value 
of  $5.95. 

Bonus  Gift  #2 

In  addition,  you  will  receive 
the  special  ANA  counterstamp  issue  of  the  1993-W 
Madison  half  dollar.  MS-65.  A  retail  value  of  $19.95. 

And  after  you  receive  all  this, 

you’ll  find  the  best  is  yet  to  come! 

Each  month  you’ll  have  the  pleasure 
of  watching  you  collection  grow  in  a 
program  tailor-made  for  you.  Call 
Gail  Watson,  your  personal  account 
representative,  for 
information  without 

obligation.  Or,  have  your  credit  card  handy  and 
enroll  immediately.  Don’t  miss  out  on  this 
special  opportunity! 


Mark  Borckardt  and  Ray  Merena  have  just  returned  from  a  coast- 
to-coast  buying  trip,  and  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  you  have 
first  chance  at  hundreds  of  new  items!  I  have  described  most  of  them  for 
our  inventory,  but  there  are  still  some  I  didn’t  get  a  chance  to  catalogue 
before  press  time.  When  you  call  in  your  order  to  Gail  Watson  or  Mark  Borckardt,  if  you  have 
any  special  requests  please  let  us  know.  Come  to  think  of  it,  you  should  have  your  “want  list” 
on  file  with  us  anyway.  To  give  you  a  peek  at  how  effective  this  service  is,  one  of  America’s 
finest  collections  of  Carson  City  gold  coins  has  been  largely  built  through  a  similar  effort. 


Dave  s  Desk 


The  coin  market  is  excellent,  and  when  the  results  are  calculated  from  our  current  busi¬ 
ness  year  (ending  October  31),  it  should  be  the  best  of  the  decade!  We’ve  grown  on  several 
fronts,  including  auction  sales,  the  aforementioned  want  list  service,  and  Direct  Sales. 

The  hottest  series  in  the  market,  as  reflected  by  our  sales,  are  Morgan  silver  dollars  1 878- 
1921,  followed  by  gold  coins.  Copper  coins  have  been  very  active,  too,  particularly  Indian 
and  Lincoln  cents,  but  also  1793-1837  large  cents.  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  very  active  as 
well,  but  nice  pieces  are  very  hard  to  find. 

Silver  commemoratives  have  been  selling  well,  but  to  my  continuing  surprise,  the  over¬ 
all  market  in  them  remains  quiet,  and  prices  are  lower  than  they  have  been  in  years.  I  really 
like  commemorative  coins  of  the  “classic”  1892-1954  era,  quite  possibly  because  I  had  such 
stimulation  and  fun  when  writing  my  book,  Commemorative  Coins:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  a  few  years  back.  I  can’t  quite  understand  why  everyone  isn’t  as  excited  about 
commemoratives  as  I  am,  especially  as  many  have  very  small  mintages,  the  coins  are  usually 
available  in  Mint  State,  the  designs  are  quite  varied,  each  has  a  story  to  tell,  and,  if  more  in¬ 
centive  is  needed,  remember  that  market  values  are  low. 


The  Books  for  Sale  section  of  this  issue  offers  many  interesting  titles — the  ideal  way  to 
spend  a  cozy  winter’s  evening  in  your  favorite  armchair.  It  has  been  a  year  or  two  since  I’ve 
written  a  coin  book,  but  now  the  next  one  is  just  about  completed  in  the  manuscript  stage. 
The  working  title  is  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  Cents,  an  entirely 
new  work  and  a  vast  expansion  of  information  contained  the  earlier  Buyer’s  Guide  and  Ac¬ 
tion  Guide  series.  Publication  is  planned  for  1 996.  Apart  from  your  editor’s  efforts,  Mark 
Borckardt  is  nearing  the  finish  line  on  editing  and  updating  the  manuscript  of  the  late  Walter 
Breen’s  master  work  on  U.S.  cents  1793-1814,  and  Andy  Pollock  is  in  the  midst  of  a  manu¬ 
script  detailing  die  varieties  of  1795-1834  U.S.  gold  coins. 

Our  annual  subscription  rate  for  all  of  our  periodicals  ( Rare  Coin  Review,  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor,  special  mailings,  coin  auction  catalogues,  and  auction  price  lists)  will  go  from  $79  per 
year  to  $95  effective  January  1,  1996.  It  will  still  be  the  best  buy  in  the  business  (in  our  opin¬ 
ion),  and  you  will  be  receiving  over  $200  worth  of  catalogues  at  the  cover  prices.  If  you  want 
to  save  money,  subscribe  or  renew  soon!  If  you  are  not  yet  a  subscriber,  this  is  your  guaran¬ 
tee:  If  after  receiving  our  periodicals  for  a  period  of  two  months  you  do  not  agree  that  they 
are  all  you  expected,  just  let  us  know,  we  ll  cancel  your  subscription,  refund  your  money  in 
full,  and  the  publications  you’ve  already  received  will  be  yours  free.  Many  great  catalogues 
will  be  coming  your  way  in  1996.  Don’t  miss  a  single  one! 

The  brand-new  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  108  is  in  your  hands.  Each  and  every  item  is 
actually  available  in  our  stock  as  we  go  to  press.  However,  many  if  not  most  coins  are  one- 
of-a-kind  in  our  stock  and  will  go  to  the  earliest  orders.  To  place  your  order  call  1  -800-222- 
5993  or  send  it  by  mail.  Either  way  some  really  beautiful  coins  will  be  coming  your  way  soon! 

Thank  you  for  your  business  and  friendship. 

Sincerely, 

<£L_- 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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I  iilimiiil  Coins 

Basic  information:  Colonial  coins,  including  state 
coins  and  pieces  honoring  George  Washington,  are 
among  the  most  fascinating  series  in  American  nu¬ 
mismatics.  There  are  many  different  die  varieties, 
each  with  different  characteristics.  Further,  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  planchet  stock,  striking,  and  wear  combine 
to  give  each  coin  a  personality.  And,  each  series  has 
a  good  measure  of  exciting  American  history. 

If  you  become  interested,  an  essential  volume  is 
Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S.  Crosby.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  Fine  monographs  on 
state  coinage  and  other  series,  including  Ryder  and 
Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers  (“Ryder”  num¬ 
bers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins  (“M” 
numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper  coins  of 
1787-1788,  Maris  on  New  Jersey  coppers  (“M” 
numbers,  but  from  a  different  author,  not  Miller), 
W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on  Washington 
pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  overview  of  colonial 
coins  and  also  a  bibliography  from  which  you  may 
choose  any  number  of  additional  references.  Walter 
Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  (“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly  recommended 
for  the  advanced  numismatist. 

Handsome  N-l  1  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-11.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine 
Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50.  69.74 
grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and  quite 
handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected  ar¬ 
eas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking  pres¬ 
sure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early 

American  coins . 5,925 

1688)  Breen-78,  N-4E.  American  Plantations 
token.  MS-60.  A.k.a.  Plantation  “halfpenny.” 
MS-60  or  better  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 
This  is  the  circa  1828  restrike  (although  the 
obverse  die  break  normally  seen  is  not  present 


on  this  specimen).  Due  to  the  nature  of  the 
composition  (tin),  most  of  these  are  seen  with 
heavy  corrosion.  This  is  a  pleasant  exception  to 

the  rule! . 1,995 

The  denomination  on  the  coin  is  expressed  as  1  /24th 
real.  In  the  Spanish  system,  eight  reales  equaled  one  dollar, 
and  two  reales  (or  bits),  equaling  25  cents  (the  term  “two 
bits”  for  the  American  quarter  dollar  has  this  origin).  1  /24th 
part  real,  would  thus  be  1  /24th  of  12.5  cents,  or  about  a 
halfpenny  (although  the  British  and  Spanish  denominations 
cannot  be  converted  evenly). 

1723  Hibernia  halfpenny.  MS-62  BN.  Richly  lus¬ 


trous  glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 495 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  VG . 35 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Elephant  well  defined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with 
most  lettering  clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  fea¬ 
ture  well  defined.  A  classic  early  rarity.  .4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles  under  circumstances  not  well  re¬ 
corded.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered  piece  was  to  cir¬ 
culate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  attention  to  settle¬ 
ments  there.  Most  examples  probably  circulated  at  the  value 
of  a  halfpenny. 

1767-A  French  Colonies.  Copper  sou.  No 
Counterstamp.  AU-50.  191.5  grains.  Consider¬ 
ably  scarcer  without  RF  counterstamp  than 
with  it.  Indeed,  Walter  Breen  speculated  that 
over  98%  of  this  mintage  (1.6  million  pieces) 
was  counterstamped!  Mahogany  and  tan  sur¬ 
faces . 995 

1786  Rarity-8.  Vermont  copper.  Landscape  type. 
Fine  to  VF.  VERMONTENSIUM  spelling. 
Light  brown  surfaces.  Above  average  quality 
planchet.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  type 

and  variety. . 1 ,295 

1786  Ryder-11.  Rarity-4+.  Vermont.  Mailed 
Bust  Left.  F-l  5.  On  a  somewhat  rough 
planchet  as  always  seen.  Quite  elusive. ..  1,495 


A  nice  example  of  this  fairly  scarce  variety,  believed  to 
have  been  made  at  Rupert,  Vermont  (instead  of  Machin’s 
Mills),  and  thus  constituting  one  of  the  relatively  few  variet¬ 
ies  ot  indigenous  Vermont  coinage  bearing  a  portrait  (in  this 
case  of  King  George  II,  but  not  identified  as  such).  Smooth 
light  brown  surfaces.  A  planchet  defect  is  seen  at  the  center 
of  the  obverse,  and  some  minor  planchet  marks' are  seen  on 
the  reverse,  but  overall  this  is  in  the  top  20%  quality-wise  of 
this  issue. 

1788  Ryder-16.  Vermont.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  F-l  5 
with  some  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  Smooth, 
attractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Small  mint- 
caused  planchet  clip . 295 

Struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  (at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond 
near  Newburgh,  NY),  which  at  the  time  had  a  partnership 
arrangement  with  Vermont  coiner  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr. 

1786  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and 
brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left, 
Horned  Bust.  EF-45.  Slightly  rough  dark  brown 
surfaces  converge  on  olive  and  mahogany  in 
areas.  Some  natural  obverse  planchet  Haws  as 
made.  Sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  .495 

From  the  late  die  state  with  “horn”  break  from  shoulder, 
and  clash  marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 
Horned  Bust,  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 795 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  M4-L.  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  F-12. 
Medium  brown . 145 

1787  M14-H.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 
Left.  F-12.  Pheons  at  date . 159 


The  Pryor  Collection 

The  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection 
sale  ofU.S.  half  dollars  1794  to  date  is 
coming  on  January  25,  1 996,  and  you  can 
be  a  part  of  it.  The  catalogue,  now  being 
written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  with  superb  illustrations  by 
Doug  Plasencia,  will  forever  be  a  reference 
in  the  series.  Moreover,  the  catalogue  is  a 
work  of  numismatic  art  and  will  furnish 
hours  of  enjoyable  contemplation  and  read¬ 
ing. 

See  pages  18-19  for  our  special  offer. 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1787  Ml7-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 475 

1787  M31.1-r.4.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 
1 5.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet  de¬ 
fect  on  rim.  Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left 
obverse  field  (usually  removable  if  desired.)  165 
1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20 . 275 

1787  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  “Skeleton 

Hand”  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF-25 . 425 

1787  M33.6-KK.  Rarity-4.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  F-12.  Medium  brown . 135 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  if  desired) 

1787  M33.36-T.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-30.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is  still 
seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  striking 
up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  variety). 
Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  superb 
piece  overall . 325 

The  arm  and  hand  of  the  seated  figure  are  bony  (skel¬ 
etal)  in  appearance. 

1787  M-33.6-KK.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-30.  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces . 375 

1787  M33.7-R.2.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-15.  Very  faint  porosity.  . 155 

1787  M33.2-Z.5.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 355 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 975 

1787  M33.39-S.1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium 

brown.  Attractive . 145 

1787  M34-FF.  1.  Rarity-5.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Small 

planchet  streak  on  obverse.  Attractive . 325 

1787  M36-L.  1.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VG-8 . 135 

1787  M37.3-i.  Rarity-3.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-30.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 345 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
VF-20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and 
detail  for  the  grade . 175 

1787  M43.1-Y.  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Net 
VF-20.  Very  little  actual  wear,  but  with  planchet 
fissures,  etc.,  as  made  and  as  often  seen.  ..175 

1788  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

Old  attribution  number  inked  in  left  obverse  field  (re¬ 
movable  if  desired). 

1788  M9-E.  Rarity-5+.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust 

Left.  F-12 . 165 

1788  Ml  1-G.  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 .  195 

1788  M16.1-H  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left, 
a  somewhat  anachronistic  motif  by  1788.  EF- 
40 .  395 

From  our  Frederick  Taylor  Collection  sale,  March  1 987, 
Lot  2726  (photocopy  of  catalogue  description  free  on  request); 
earlier  from  Stacks  sale  of  January  1969,  Lot  65. 

1788  M16.3-n.  Rarity-2.  Connecticut.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  EF-45 . 995 


1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Figure 
facing  left.  AU-55.  Rich,  lustrous  light  brown 
surfaces  with  ample  lighter  color.  One  of  the 
very  finest  Nova  Eborac  coppers  we’ve  ever  seen 

or  handled.  A  remarkable  coin . 2,495 

1786  M17-K.  Rarity-4.  New  Jersey.  F-12 . 275 

1786  M24-R  New  Jersey  copper.  VG-8 . 85 

1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 
1787  M32-T.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  F-15 . 195 

1787  M34-J.  New  Jersey.  F-12.  Lightly  porous  but 
attractive.  Struck  over  a  Connecticut  copper.  175 
Parts  of  the  AUCTORI  CONNEC  legend  may  be  seen 
among  the  letters  of  NOVA  CAESAREA. 

1787  M48-g.  New  Jersey.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 

shield .  149 

1723  Rosa  Americana.  Penny.  VG . 69 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  (or,  if  you  prefer, 
Constellatio  Nova)  copper.  VG . 65 

Extraordinary  1787  Ryder  2-A  Mass.  1/2 <t 
Condition  Census 


1787  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity-3.  Massachusetts  half 
cent.  AU-58.  Condition  Census.  Glossy  brown 
surfaces  showing  minute  details  of  die  charac¬ 
teristics.  A  superb  specimen,  a  prize  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur . 2,750 

1787  R  2b-C.  Massachusetts  cent.  F-VF . 465 

1787  R  3-G.  Massachusetts  cent.  VF-EF.  Medium 
brown  planchet.  From  an  old-time  New  En¬ 
gland  colonial  collection . 780 


General  style  with  period  after  MASSACHUSETTS. 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  EF-40.  Obverse  design 
similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped  Bust  Left 
coppers . 895 

1789  Breen-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet. 

202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,275 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1 789 
founding. 

1789  B-1022.  Mott  token.  Thick  Planchet.  166.64 
grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  piece.  ...  1,275 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  MS-65.  Choice 
dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red.  An  especially 
nice  specimen .  1,295 

Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  were  merchants  in  the  southern 
part  of  Manhattan,  engaged  in  the  import  trade.  These  to¬ 
kens,  denominated  as  cents,  were  produced  in  Birmingham, 
England  and  were  intended  for  wide  distribution  in  America. 
As  it  turned  out,  many  thousands  of  them  were  taken  in  by 


the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  planchets  were  cut  from  them  to 
make  half  cents. 

1795  Breen-1035.  Talbot,  Allum  &  l.ee  cent.  MS- 
63.  Thick  Planchet.  156.9  grains . 495 

1791  Washington  Large  Eagle  cent.  VF-30  or  finer. 
Medium  brown . 495 

Excellent  and  impressive  workmanship  and  striking 
Minted  in  England,  where  coining  technology  was  several 
decades  ahead  of  the  facilities  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint 
would  use  upon  its  opening  in  1792-1793. 

1793  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  EF-45  to  AU-50. 
PAYABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR 
LIVERPOOL.  Very  early  (and  unusual)  die 
state;  no  bulge  or  failure.  Medium  brown  sur¬ 


faces . 875 

1 795  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  penny.  EF- 
45.  Attractive  light  brown . 545 

Edge  lettered  AN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  OPPRESS’D 
OF  ALL  NATIONS  (the  style  usually  seen). 


1795  Breen-1260,  B-31.  Washington.  Liberty  and 
Security  halfpenny.  VF-30.  PAYABLE  IN 
LONDON  LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL 

edge .  250 

1795  B-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with 
some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 640 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St. 

Hall  Cents 

Basic  information:  Half  cents  were  minted  inter¬ 
mittently  from  1793-1857,  and  are  classified  by  “B” 
and  “C”  numbers,  from  these  reference  books: 
Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half  Cents 
1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.’s  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Half  Cents. 

Important  design  types  include  the  unique  style 
of  1793  with  head  facing  left;  different  variations 
of  1794-1797  with  head  facing  right,  and  with  Lib¬ 
erty  cap  and  pole;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust  right; 
1809-1836  Classic  Head,  and  1840-1857  Braided 
Hair  (also  called  Coronet)  type. 

1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  AG-3.  Legible  date  and 
word  LIBERTY.  Portrait  is  distinctive,  and 
much  reverse  detail  is  seen.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Light  brown  planchet.  A  very  nice  coin  despite 
the  technical  grade  of  AG-3 . 1,195 

Fantastic  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-3,  C-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A 

superbly  struck  specimen  with  exceptional  de¬ 
tail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words  HALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse.  Not  one  in  10  1793  half 
cents  at  this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 19,800 

1794  B-2b,  C-2a.  VG-10.  Light  brown  surfaces 
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(unusual  lor  a  l  "?94  hall  cent;  these  are  usually 
darker).  Wreath  incusations  before  throat,  as 

always  tor  this  die  state . 595 

ri4  B-6b,  C-4a.  VF-20.  Bold  definition  ol  de¬ 
tails  as  typical  lor  this  date.  Very  faint  poros¬ 
ity.  .  1,395 

1797  B-2,  C-2.  Plain  edge.  VG-8.  Medium 

brown . 325 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF-40 . 315 

1805  B-l,  C-l.  F-12.  Double  struck.  Partial 

brockage . 1,250 

Some  reverse  leaf  details  are  visible  in  the  obverse  field 
before  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  A  nice  display  item.  J.P.  Martin 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Authentication 
Bureau  (ANAAB)  commented  in  a  note:  “The  previous  coin 
struck  stuck  in  the  obverse  die.  This  planchet  was  then  struck 
off-center  producing  a  reverse  brockage  that  shows  on  the 
right  obverse  field.  The  reverse  was  struck  off  center  which 
shows  above  F  AM.  Then  the  coin  was  struck  again  in  the 
normal  position." 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Brown  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  bluish  gray  highlights.  Still  quite  lustrous, 
despite  evidence  of  brief  circulation.  Die  State 


III . 519 

1809  over  inverted  9.  B-5,  C-5.  EF-40 . 169 


1809  B-4,  C-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  First  year  of  the  Classic  Head  type.  385 
1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-55.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  tinges  of  a  lighter  color.  ..385 


A  Great  1996 Is  Coming  Up! 

A  great  1996  is  coming  up  at  Bowers 
and  Merena,  and  you  will  want  to  be  a  part 
of  it! 

Subscribe  now  to  all  of  our  periodical 
publications  for  the  next  12  months,  and 
save  $16.  Our  current  subscription  rate  of 
$79  per  year  will  go  to  $95  on  January  1, 
1996.  Save  by  subscribing  or  renewing 
now!  Telephone  your  credit  card  order  at 
1-800-222-5993,  or  use  the  appropriate 
place  on  the  coupon  with  this  issue. 

Coming  your  way  will  be  many  great 
issues,  each  filled  with  exciting  new  pur¬ 
chases,  special  offers,  and  other  numis¬ 
matic  items,  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
The  Coin  Collector,  PLUS  our  superbly 
illustrated  famous  Grand  Format ™  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  and  the  price  list  for  each 
(issued  after  each  sale).  This  adds  up  to  a 
value  of  over  $200  at  the  cover  prices! 

Guarantee:  If  after  receiving  our  peri¬ 
odicals  for  a  period  of  two  months  you  do 
not  agree  that  they  are  all  you  expected — 
and  more — just  let  us  know,  we’ll  cancel 
your  subscription,  refund  your  money  in 
full,  and  the  publications  you’ve  already 
received  will  be  yours  free. 

We  look  forward  to  YOUR  subscrip¬ 
tion. 


1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 265 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 145 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 325 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  some 
tinges  of  mint  red . 325 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 125 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63 . 475 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 149 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  nice  mixture 
of  fiery  mint  red  with  lustrous  brown.  ..  1,495 


Mint  Red  1835  Half  Cent 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mint 

color . 2,395 


Superb  Gem  1841  Large  Berries 


1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are  light  brown 
with  ample  original  mint  red  and  with  iridescent 
hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few  dozen 

known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 169 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Somewhat 

scarce  in  this  grade . 1,995 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 155 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Full  glossy 

brown . 1,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 1,195 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58  (NGC) . 165 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1 855  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-65  RB  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 

men  with  about  80%  original  mint  red  on  the 
obverse . 1,750 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer . 1,750 


1 855  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  lustrous  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen.  Not  easy  to  find  with  this 

aesthetic  quality. . 1,150 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
coin.  There  is  something  special  about  viewing 
a  gem  such  as  this — minted  about  a  century  and 
a  half  ago,  but  today  displaying  its  original  mint 


lustre . 1,150 

1855  B-l.  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 695 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN.  Glossy  surfaces.  .395 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 475 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 325 


According  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  who 
certainly  was  in  a  position  to  know,  most  of  the  small  mint¬ 
age  of  the  1857  half  cent  was  melted  at  the  Mint. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 


brown . ’. . 365 

1857  B-l.  C-l.  EF-40 . 145 


Large  Cents 

Basic  information:  Large  cents,  dated  from 
1793-1857  (with  the  solitary  exception  of  the  year 
1815)  are  classified  by  Sheldon  numbers  (“S”  num¬ 
bers)  as  described  in  the  beginning  of  the  text  of 
Penny  Whimsy  (covering  the  years  1793-1814)  and 
in  Howard  Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857  (“N”  numbers).  In  addition  to  these 
references,  several  other  fine  texts  exist. 

Large  cents  can  be  collected  in  many  different 
ways.  The  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins  gives  a  basic 
listing  of  dates  and  major  varieties.  Key  dates  in¬ 
clude  1793,  1799,  and  1804. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

Splendid  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 9,250 


Try  Us  and  Youll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  ol  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 
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1794  S-17a  Rarity 
Head  of  1793 


1794  S-17a.  Rarity-5.  Head  of  1793.  VG-8. 

Golden  brown  surfaces  with  some  pitting  and 
oxidation  spots;  attractive  overall  and,  of  course, 

subject  to  your  satisfaction . 3,595 

Head  of  1793,  with  facial  features  resembling  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  cents  made  toward  the  end  of  the  1793  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  between  60  and  75  examples  of  the  S- 
17a  exist  in  all  grades. 


Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 


variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 

extraordinary  specimen . 7,950 

1794  S-32.  VF-25.  Late  die  state.  Two  scratches  on 
obverse.  Excellent  design  details . 1,095 


Famous  “Starred  Reverse”  1794 


1794  S-48.  Rarity-5.  Starred  reverse.  G-5.  The 

most  famous  of  all  1794  cent  varieties,  indeed, 
perhaps  the  most  famous  of  all  large  cents. 
Around  the  reverse  rim  is  a  circle  of  94  five- 
pointed  stars.  On  this  specimen  28  of  the  stars 
are  visible  around  the  reverse  rims.  Attractive 
light  brown  surfaces . 8,950 

The  reason  for  the  creation  of  this  issue  is  not  known. 
Explanations  have  been  varied  and  have  ranged  trom  it  be¬ 
ing  a  pattern  issue  to,  as  Dr.  Sheldon  put  it,  the  whim  of  an 
idle  hour  at  the  Mint.  Ex  Stacks  March  1982  sale,  Lot  604. 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


1795  S-76b.  Plain  edge.  ONE  CENT  high  in 
wreath.  F-12.  Light  brown  surfaces . 450 

1795  S-76b.  Plain  edge.  ONE  CENT  high  in 

wreath.  VG-10  with  claims  to  Fine . 325 

1796  S-98.  Rarity  5.  Draped  Bust.  VG-8 . 495 

Memorable  AU  1 800/79  Cent 


1800/79  S-196.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lustrous  brown  mint 
frost,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  superb  strike 
with  excellent  definition  of  details.  Final  0  in 
date  higher  than  on  the  other  overdates  of  this 
year;  thus,  definitive . 4,750 

The  Mint  prepared  dies  in  advance.  In  1800,  a  die  dated 
1 79  was  on  hand,  intended  for  punching  a  final  digit  such  as 
a  9  to  create  a  1799  cent.  However,  the  year  1799  came  and 
went,  and  this  die  wasn’t  used.  Rather  than  waste  it,  the  Mint 
overpunched  the  second  and  third  digits  with  the  numbers 
80  and  added  a  final  0,  creating  the  1800/179  cent  (more 
properly,  an  1800  cent  with  80  in  date  over  79). 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T cut 
over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  Ad¬ 
vanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in  STATES. 
A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the  obverse  rim 
at  12:00 . 695 

This  is  a  fortunate  (for  the  collector)  instance  in  which 
one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  of  the  1802  year  is  also 
one  of  the  most  plentiful.  The  engraver  first  cut  the  word 
LIBERY,  then  realized  his  gaffe,  and  corrected  it. 

1 802  S-24 1 .  Stemless  wreath.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Me¬ 

dium  brown  surfaces.  Interesting  and  popular 
engraving  error . 325 

Condition  Census  1803  S-262  Rarity 

1803  S-262.  Rarity  6.  Small  date.  VF-20.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  issues  of  its  era. 
Light  brown  surfaces.  Small  scratch  from  fraction 
to  left  wreath  ribbon.  Condition  Census.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  2,295 

1804  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Restrike.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  storied  variety. . 850 

The  so-called  1804  “restrike”  is  not  a  restrike  at  all,  but, 
rather,  is  a  concoction  made  in  the  mid-1 9th  century  by  par¬ 
ties  unknown,  but  probably  not  within  the  confines  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint.  A  rusted,  damaged  die  from  an  1 803  cent 
was  altered  by  changing  the  last  digit  to  4,  while  the  reverse, 
rather  than  being  of  the  type  originally  used  in  1 804,  is  from 
the  continuous  (not  open  at  the  top)  circular  wreath  style. 
Quite  possibly,  it  was  produced  to  create  a  “filler”  rather  than 
to  deceive. 

1804  S-266.  VG-10.  The  “king”  of  19th  century 
large  cent  dates.  Perfect  obverse  and  reverse  dies. 
Sharpness  of  VF  but  with  some  light  porosity. 
A  bold,  very  desirable  specimen  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  issue . 1,095 

1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
one  of  the  key  dates  of  its  era;  the  only  die  variety 
of  this  year.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  A  handsome 
addition  to  an  advanced  cabinet . 1,750 


1817  Newcomb-16.  15  Stars.  AU-55  Net  value 
AU-50,  as  it  is  somewhat  more  lightly  struck 
than  usual  around  the  top  borders.  Glossy,  lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces.  The  reverse,  if  graded 
alone,  would  challenge  the  MS-60  level.  1,250 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45 . 725 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (NGC) . 525 

1819  N-l  0.  EF-45  obverse,  AU-55  reverse.  Highly 

glossy  and  lustrous  surfaces.  A  prize  item  for  the 
variety  specialist . 595 

Scarce  variety,  in  fact,  the  third  rarest  of  the  year  (cf. 
John  D.  Wright,  who  states  the  variety  is  worth  three  to  four 
times  that  of  an  ordinary  1819  variety). 

1820  N-4.  Rarity-4+.  VF-20.  Small,  evenly-spaced 

date.  Few  minor  nicks . 195 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date.  1 ,295 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 

minor  marks . 1,150 

1823  N-2.  VF-25.  Light  brown.  A  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  the  most  highly  prized  date  of  the 

late  (1816-1857)  series . 975 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 

surfaces . 795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-ll.  MS-63  BN.  Attractive,  lustrous  light 
tan  surfaces  fading  from  mint  red . 2,250 

N-l  1  is  plentiful  in  lower  grades,  but  emerges  as  a  rarity 
at  this  level. 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 795 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1 835  N-l .  Large  date,  Large  Stars.  VF-35.  Medium 

brown.  A  sharp  and  attractive  example . 195 

1839  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Booby  Head.  Attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  with  deep  maroon. ..  1,850 
1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine.  2,1 50 

The  cents  of  1839  are  very  interesting  inasmuch  as  sev¬ 
eral  different  hubs  were  used  to  make  them,  and  one  example 
(1839/6  overdate)  is  from  a  leftover  die  from  several  years 
earlier.  Anyone  wanting  to  make  up  a  “collection  within  a 
collection”  would  do  well  to  assemble  the  major  varieties  of 
this  year. 

1 84 1  N-3.  MS-62.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Sharply 
struck.  Most  of  the  design  features  show  bold 
definition,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
obverse  stars.  The  obverse  shows  a  small  rim 
scrape  at  the  2:00  position.  In  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety.  Check  it  out  on  approval, 
and  you’ll  like  it;  satisfaction  guaranteed!  .695 
1843  N-6.  Obverse  and  reverse  style  of ’44.  EF-45. 


Very  sharp . 185 

1844  N-l.  EF-40 . 95 
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1846  N-6.  Small  Date.  VF-20.  Repunched  6  in 


date . 25 

1847  N  io  VF-35 . 99 

184"  N-l  1.  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Outstanding! . 595 

184"  N-24.  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  medium  brown 
surfaces . 365 

1847  N-28.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-l.  EF-45 . 135 

1848  N-3.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 75 

1848  N-l  2.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-l  7.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-22.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 235 

1848  N-22.  EF-45 . 139 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 210 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3 +.  VF-35 . 1 19 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 165 

1848  N-25.  VF-35 . 115 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 159 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 79 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 65 

1848  N-27.  VF-25 . 39 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 55 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 95 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 69 

1848  N-31.EF-40 . 149 

1848  N-34.  Rarity-5 +.  F-12 . 85 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 105 

1848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 265 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 75 

1848  N-39.  Rarity-6-.  VF-20 . 210 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 265 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 65 


1848  N-42.  Rarity-6.  G-5 . 65 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  The  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  for  example. 


one  crossbar  above  the  other. 

1849  N-14.  VF-20 . 35 

1849  N-l 7.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 145 

1850  N-l.  AU-50 . 135 

1850  N-l.  VF-30 . 35 

1850  N-6.  EF-40 . 75 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 

1850  N-21.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  tan  with 

ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  excellent  and 
the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for  the  date, 
type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 119 

1851  N-13.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  many 

large  cents  recently  added  to  our  extensive  in¬ 
ventory.  .  895 

1851  AU-50 . 135 

1851  EF-40 . 69 

1851  VF-35 . 42 

1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown.  695 

1851  N-6.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1852  N-5.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 325 

1852  N-8.  AU-50 . 135 

1852  N-14.  EF-45 . 99 

1852  N-l 6.  AU-50 . 115 

1853  AU-55 . 159 

1853  AU-50 . 135 


1853  EF-45 . 75 

1853  VF-30 . 35 

1853  VF-20 . 29 

1853  N-10.  EF-45 . 95 

1853  N-l  6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-24.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-25.  VF-30 . 35 

1854  N-6.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 195 

1854  N-10.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Just  purchased. 
Lustrous  brown.  Uncirculated  cents  such  as  this 
give  a  lot  of  “mileage”  per  coin-buying  dollar.  245 

1855  N-5.  Rarity-5.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 165 

1855  N-6.  Upright  55.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  55,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  55,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1856  Slanting  5.  EF-40 . 59 

1856  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 59 

1856  N-l 9.  Slanted  5.  VF-20 . 29 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50.  A  lovely  specimen 

of  this  low-mintage  date.  . 195 

Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cent 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-62  (NGC).  Golden  ton¬ 
ing . 295 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Basic  information:  Indian  cents  were  minted 
from  1859  through  1909,  and  were  struck  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  design  types.  The  1859  issue,  with 
laurel  wreath  reverse,  is  unique  to  its  year;  then 
follows  the  1860-1864  copper-nickel  style  with  oak 
wreath  and  shield  on  the  reverse;  after  which  thin 
planchet  bronze  cents  were  made  from  1864 
through  1909  inclusive.  Scarce  dates  and  varieties 
include  1864  with  L  on  ribbon,  1871,  1872,  1877 
and  1909-S,  among  others.  In  general,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  Indian  cents  be  selected  with  care,  as 
there  is  apt  to  be  a  vast  difference  in  quality  even 
among  coins  in  the  same  grades. 

Buying  Indian  cents  for  our  inventory  is  a  lot  of 
work,  as  technical  grade  is  one  thing  and  quality  is 
often  another.  We  are  always  seeking  quality  pieces 
to  add  to  our  holdings.  The  following  offering  re¬ 
flects  our  search  in  this  regard.  Most  coins  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

1859  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  First  year  of  issue; 
the  only  year  with  the  laurel  wreath  reverse  de¬ 


sign . 795 

1860  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1860  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1861  AU-50.  Scarcest  date  of  the  era . 165 


1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! . 1 ,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  SS0  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 


David  Lange  Writes 


The  following  is  from  David  W.  Lange: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“I  very  much  enjoyed  David  P.  Flippin’s 
reminiscences  about  his  father  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  106.  It  contained  a  number  of 
familiar  references.  Among  these  was  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  Company,  my  employer  of 
more  than  14  years  until  I  departed  San 
Francisco  for  New  Jersey  last  year.  I  know 
well  the  building  where  Mr.  Flippin’s  father 
worked  as  an  engineer.  Designed  by  the  firm 
of  Bakewell  &  Brown,  it  has  stood  at  245 
Market  Street  since  1925  and  is  one  of  the 
great  architectural  landmarks  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

“Also  familiar  to  me  from  my  research 
into  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society 
was  the  name  of  H.L.  Hill.  A  charter  mem¬ 
ber  at  the  society’s  founding  in  1915,  Hill 
appears  in  the  official  photograph  for  the 
American  Numismatic  Association’s  1915 
convention  at  San  Francisco.  This  photo 
was  reproduced  in  the  ANA’s  Centennial 


History  volume,  and  a  beautiful  sepia  print 
of  it  hangs  on  the  wall  of  my  home  office. 

“The  elder  Mr.  Flippin’s  recollection  of 
H.L.  Hill’s  age  was  correct.  Born  in  1863, 
Hill  would  indeed  have  been  about  65  at  the 
time  of  their  meeting  in  the  late  1920s.  He 
did  not,  however,  die  in  the  1930s  as  re¬ 
ported.  In  fact,  he  was  living  in  retirement  as 
late  as  1954!  That’s  the  last  mention  of  him 
that  I  can  find  in  the  minutes  of  PCNS 
meetings,  despite  my  efforts  to  locate  an 
obituary  notice.  Nor  is  there  any  mention  of 
his  passing  in  The  Numismatist,  if  the  pub¬ 
lished  index  is  accurate. 

“I  know  nothing  of  the  other  dealer  men¬ 
tioned,  J.W.  Jones  of  Berkeley.  Apparently, 
he  was  not  a  member  of  the  PCNS.  I’d  like 
to  thank  David  P.  Flippin  for  sharing  his 
father’s  experiences  with  fellow  numisma¬ 
tists  and  for  prompting  thoughts  of  an  inter¬ 
esting  individual  known  to  me  only  from  a 
photograph  and  the  minutes  of  long-forgot¬ 
ten  meetings.” 
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The  following  is  based  upon  a  letter from  D.M.,  a  Massachu¬ 
setts  reader,  and  would  normally  have  been  included  in  our  Ques¬ 
tion  and  Answer  Forum,  except  for  its  length.  Thus,  the  mini- 
forum  ”  here: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“Perhaps  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  provide  me  with  some 
assistance.  Approximately  one  year  ago  I  started  on  a  date  set 
of  Indian  Head  cents  in  Proof  condition.  For  the  most  part, 
I  am  seeking  Proof-64  and  Proof-65  coins  with  no  spots  and 
a  minimum  of  80%  red.  I  realize  that  this  is  not  an  easy  task. 
(I  am  trying  to  purchase  RB  [red  and  brown]  status  coins  as 
to  save  some  money,  but  with  high  levels  of  red.) 

“My  questions  are  as  follows: 

1 .  How  can  one  differentiate  between  a  Proof-64  and 
Proof-65  coin,  as  I  insist  on  aesthetic  appeal  as  well  as  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  contact  marks?  Still,  where  do  the 
professionals  such  as  yourself  draw  the  line? 
“2.  What  is  the  best  way  of  storage  to 
prevent  any  potential  carbon  spots?  At 
present  I  have  just  ordered  silica  gel  for  my 
safe  deposit  box,  where  most  of  the  coins 
are.  Can  carbon  spots  form  even  after 
slabbing  of  coins,  or  the  coins 
darken? 

“3.  Finally,  can  you 
provide  any  further  ad- 
vice,  gui delines,  etc.,  to 
sz*  assist  me  in  the  formation 
of  an  excellent  set  of  Proof 
Indians?  I  do  agree  with 
some  of  your  recent  com¬ 
ments  that  this  market  is 
vastly  undervalued  due  to 
the  high  number  of  ‘ugly’ 
coins  out  there  in  the  mar¬ 
ketplace. 

“4. 1  have  Walter  Breen’s 
book  on  Proof  coinage 
printed  in  the  1970s,  and 
reprinted  by  your  firm. 
This  helps  with  diagnos¬ 
tics,  and  dates  that  are 
tough  in  red  or  near  red. 
(This  is  not  a  question,  but  is  to 


Indian  Cent 
Forum 


let  you  know  that  I  already  have  this  source 
of  information.) 

“I  have  enclosed  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  for  your  convenience.  Please  keep 
me  on  your  mailing  list  with  an  eye  out  for 
very  clean  Indian  cents  in  Proof.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  your  response,  and  meantime,  wish 
you  the  best.” 

Editor’s  reply: 

With  regard  to  your  inquiry,  it  seems  as 
though  you  are  well  read  on  the  subject  and 
are  aware  of  quality  differences,  which  gives 
you  a  head  start.  I  am  sure  your  collection  al¬ 
ready  reflects  a  good  degree  of  connoisseur- 
ship.  You  have  the  basics  correct. 

With  regard  to  numerical  grading  of  Proof 
Indian  cents,  there  are  no  universally  adopted  standards.  For  my 
own  money,  I  would  examine  each  coin  in  person,  ignore 
whether  it  says  Proof-63,  Proof-64,  or  Proof-65,  and  whether 
it  says  Brown  (BR),  Red  and  Brown  (abbreviated  RB),  or  Red 
(RD),  and  examine  the  coin  itself.  This  may  seem  obvious,  but, 
really,  many  coin  buyers  read  the  grading  numbers  only!  This 
is  amazing,  but  I  have  found  it  to  be  true.  In  fact,  probably  75% 
of  non-expert  coin  buyers  would  rather  pay  twice  the  price  for 
a  spotted  or  unattractive  certified  “Proof-65  RD”  coin  than  a 
splendid,  defect-free  “Proof-64  RB.”  (Of  course,  there  are  splen¬ 
did  as  well  as  ugly  coins  in  all  grade  categories;  I  just  made  up 
an  example.) 

First,  no  matter  what  the  numerical  grade  or  color  is,  if  it  has 
spots  or  corrosion,  I  would  reject  it.  For  my  money,  if  I  were 
forming  a  personal  collection  of  Proof  Indian  cents,  a  problem- 
free  Proof-63  Brown  coin  would  be  a  better  addition  to  a  col¬ 
lection  than  a  Proof-65  Red  with  some  spots. 

When  I  buy  Proof  Indian  cents  for  stock,  I  inspect  them  per¬ 
sonally  and  buy  them  in  certified  holders  only  if  I  think  they  are 
aesthetically  attractive.  This  means  that  I  feel  they  are  reasonably 
problem-free  for  the  grade  involved,  and  are  pleasing  to  behold.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  important  to  remember  that  a  coin  described  as 
Proof-63  is  called  such  because  it  has  some  hairlines,  marks,  or  some 
situation  which  prevents  it  from  being  called  Proof-64  or  Proof- 
65.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  Proof  coins  in  lower  grades 
will  be  just  as  nice  as  Proof  coins  in  higher  grades.  (In  a  related  situ¬ 
ation,  one  of  my  Coin  World  co\umn  readers  sent  a  letter  to  me  the 
other  day  asking  where  he  could  buy  MS-60  Morgan  silver  dollars 
without  marks;  I  wrote  to  say  that  the  answer  was  nowhere,  as  the 
grade  MS-60  is  defined  as  a  grade  that  has  lots  of  contact  marks.) 

Back  to  what  I  do  when  I  buy  Proof  Indian  cents:  I  elimi¬ 
nate  pieces  with  spots  or  corrosion  as  noted.  1  hen  I  look  at  the 
quality  of  the  surface  itself.  If  a  coin  is  brown,  is  the  surface 
evenly  toned  brown  or  with  some  slight  tinges  of  red — thus 
being  quite  desirable,  or  is  it  a  blotchy,  stainedbrovstv!  II  the  lat¬ 
ter,  I  reject  it.  Among  red  and  brown  coins,  I  personally  like  red 
blending  to  a  nice  brown,  and  would  generally  avoid  blotchy 
or  spotted  coloration.  With  regard  to  red  Proofs,  these  should 
be  brilliant,  or  brilliant  with  very  attractive  delicate  toning  such 
as  a  whisper  of  natural  brown  just  beginning  to  form. 

Unfortunately,  I  cannot  transmit  through  words  a  replicable 
list  of  rules  which  an  unknowledgeable  person  can  take  to  a  coin 
show  and  automatically  make  aesthetically  pleasing  buys.  This 
does  take  some  experience,  and  one  of  the  best  things  to  do  is 
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to  order  coins  from  a  number  of  different  sources  with  the  proviso  that 
vou  van  return  anything  that  you  don’t  like,  and  in  this  way  get  a  feel¬ 
ing  tor  quality.  It  seems  that  you  have  already  done  some  of  this. 

One  ot  my  tavorite  suggestions,  off  repeated  in  things  I  write,  is  the 
I  Like  It  lest,"  which  is  the  bottom  line:  no  matter  what  the  grade 
imprinted  on  the  coin  is,  do  you  really  like  it?  Is  it  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing?  Is  it  something  you  would  like  to  own? 

With  regard  to  Walter  Breen's  book  on  Proof  coins,  this  indeed  is 
a  valuable  volume  to  have.  Certain  of  the  information  is  duplicated  in 
his  later  masterwork,  Walter  Breen 's  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  but  enough  remains  in  the  Proof  coin  book  that  it  is 
worth  having  on  its  own. 

Concerning  your  question  about  how  to  prevent  carbon  spots  from  oc¬ 
curring  in  the  future:  These  are  usually  caused  by  dampness  or  by  some¬ 
thing  on  the  surface  of  the  coin  which  then  deteriorates.  This  problem 
seems  to  be  solved  by  PCGS,  ANACS,  and  NGC  holders  as  long  as  the 
holders  are  kept  in  dry  circumstances,  although  I  have  heard  many  stories 
of  coins  toning  within  holders.  In  fact,  at  a  recent  get  together  of  dealers 
at  a  luncheon  table,  a  New  Jersey  professional  told  of  a  half  dime  he  had 
certified  at  MS-68,  at  which  time  it  was  brilliant  and  lustrous.  Today  the 
coin  in  the  same  certified  holder  is  a  very  dark  color.  I  realize  this  isn’t  an 


Indian  cent  and  may  not  be  germane  to  your  question,  but  it  may  have 
some  significance.  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  once  wrote  that  he  had  “incontro¬ 
vertible  evidence”  that  copper  coins  toned  within  certified  holders. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  certified  holders  are  simply  Lucitc  hold¬ 
ers  that  have  been  sealed.  Nothing  more,  nothing  less.  I  bet  if  you  were 
to  send  a  bright,  new  Proof  Lincoln  cent  to  one  of  the  services  and  have 
them  put  it  in  a  holder,  then  keep  the  holder  outdoors  in  the  sunshine 
for  a  few  weeks,  or  heat  it,  the  coin  would  turn  all  sorts  of  colors.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  coins  in  holders  do  require  care. 

Silica  gel  does  remove  moisture  from  the  air,  and  is  desirable  to  use 
if  you  can  remember  to  keep  changing  it.  This  can  be  obtained  at  a 
photographic  supply  store.  (I  recently  read  that  calcium  chloride  is  a 
valuable  desiccant  in  keeping  iron  mineral  specimens  from  oxidizing; 
does  any  reader  know  if  it  is  applicable  to  coins  as  well?) 

In  my  opinion,  if  you  select  coins  carefully  to  begin  with,  if  they 
do  not  have  any  visible  spots  when  you  buy  them,  and  if  they  do  not 
have  the  appearance  of  having  been  cleaned  (cleaned  coins  continue 
to  change  color  later),  and  if  you  are  not  storing  them  in  a  damp  or 
fume-filled  environment,  you  have  nothing  to  worry  about.  Your  set 
of  Proof  Indians  should  remain  stable  for  many  years,  quite  probably 
for  a  long  lifetime. 


A  Minor  Maine  Mystery 


The  other  day  when  looking  through  an  1893  Business  Directory  we 
came  across  the  advertisement  for  The  Maine  State  Yearbook  reproduced 
herewith.  Note  that  the  arms  of  the  State  of  Maine  are  shown.  However, 
the  design  with  a  buck  facing  to  the  right  beneath  a  pine  tree,  and  other 
details  are  different  from  those  that  appeared  on  the  1920  Maine  half  dollar. 
The  1 920  Maine  coin  depicts  a  moose  facing  left,  and  the  standing  figure  to 
the  right  of  the  shield  or  tree  design  on  the  half  dollar  is  shown  with  an 
anchor  much  more  prominent  than  that  on  the  1893  illustration  (the 
illustration  has  the  anchor  behind  him). 

In  an  effort  to  find  out  which  if  either  is  correct  and  most  closely 
approximates  the  true  Maine  insignia,  Rosalie  Minnerly  of  our  staff 
searched  the  local  library  references  and  informed  us  that  the  animal 
depicted  on  the  Seal  of  the  State  of  Maine  is  the  moose  with  the  anchor 
prominent  in  the  foreground,  and  has  been  since  the  Seal  was  adopted  in 
1820  with  minor  modifications  made  in  1931. 


The  GENERAL  STATISTICS  give  all  Stale  and  County  Offi¬ 
cers.  Courts,  Hanks,  Newspapers,  Insurance  Companies, 
i  hurches. Societies,  Railroad  ana  Steamboat  Lines,  with  ins¬ 
tances,  Karrs  and  Si age  Connections ;  also  an  Immense  amount 
of  collated  and  tabulated  matter  covering  the  whole  country. 

The  TOWN  STATISTICS  Include  the  location  of  Towns  ami 
the  best  method  of  reaching  them.  Valuation,  Population,  Hat-* 
able  Polls.  Hrief  History,  Post  Olllce  Address  of  all  (  It y  and 
Town  Officials,  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  Clergymen,  Hotels, 
schools.  Assorts. Ions.  Notaries,  Justices,  Lawyers.  Physicians, 
etc.,  etc. 

The  BUSINESS  DIRECTORIES  of  the  Cities  ureas  complete 
as  In  any  City  Directories,  thus  giving  Nineteen  City  Ulrector- 
tes  and  ’about  t00  Town  Directories,  with  Colored  Township 
Map  of  the  Stale — revised  to  date. 

exkcutivk  UmiiTum. 

Aiupsta,  UK.,  Jan.  7(1,  18S*2. 

This  Is  to  certify  that  The  Maine  State  Year  Hook,  published 
by  Mr.  (4.  M.  Donhum,  Is  the  official  publication  of  Its  kind  for 
IbeMateof  Maine,  being  published  pursuant  to  orders  of  the 
Lcgl-dalurc,  and  covers.  In  a  practical  wav.  all  its  Interests  -In¬ 
dustrial,  Commercial,  Political,  Social,  Educational  and  Religi¬ 
ous,,  with  remarkable  reliability  in  all  its  statistics. 

EDWIN  C.  BURLEIGH,  OOVKKNOR, 


C.  M.  DONHAM,  Publisher, 

Oxford  Building,  llii  Middle  81.,  -  Portland,  .Maine. 
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COLONIAL  A  Nil  COPPER  COINS 


1862  MS-60.  Minor  planchet  split  visible  when 

viewed  edge -on;  interesting! . 1 10 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1864  Copper-nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  of  remarkable  quality.  Especially  sharp 
strike.  Last  of  the  copper-nickel  cents.  Just  pur¬ 
chased.  First  order  gets  it  for  only . 1 ,195 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
well  struck.  Just  purchased . 319 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  319 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Strong  mint  lus¬ 
tre . 750 

In  1863,  when  the  Mint  was  producing  Indian  cents  in 
the  copper-nickel  format,  a  flood  of  privately  issued  bronze 
Civil  War  tokens  appeared  in  circulation  and  were  readily 
accepted  by  merchants.  The  Mint  took  note,  and  in  1864 
dropped  the  copper-nickel  metal  (which  was  hard  and  caused 
die  wear  and  breakage)  and  adopted  bronze,  an  alloy  that 
was  continued  in  use  for  the  rest  of  the  Indian  Head  series. 


1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous . 750 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red. 
Very  lustrous.  Beautiful!  . 395 

1864  Bronze.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 115 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant 
nearly  full  original  red  surfaces  with  very  little 
brown . 1,395 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  More  red 
than  brown.  A  very  high  quality  specimen.  795 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 525 

1865  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1865  MS-64  RB.  So-cailed  “Fancy  5”  in  date.  159 

1 866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  red  with 

light  brown  nicely  blended . 895 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  specimen; 
quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 895 

1866  VF-30 . 119 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 795 

A  splendid  specimen,  predominantly  red,  and  nicer  than 
some  we  have  seen  described  as  full  red. 


1867  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 
1867  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 295 

1867  MS-60.  Glossy  light  brown  with  a  few  hints 

of  red . 250 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 875 

1868  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 875 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 750 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Splendid . 1,395 

1868  EF-40 . 119 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  MS-60 . 575 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  AU-50  (with  ANA  certifi¬ 
cate  for  grade  and  authenticity)  . 525 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  VF-30 . 335 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous.  Scarce  so 


fine .  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  This  has  more  red  on  it 

than  many  called  full  red! . 975 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 975 

1869  VF-30 . 249 


1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 
1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick-Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 


charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 


ture) .  1,195 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 695 

1870  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 675 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1870  EF-40 . 325 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  nearly 
full  (80%  to  90%)  original  mint  red.  Extraor¬ 
dinarily  difficult  to  find  in  this  grade. ...  1,395 
1 87 1  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 725 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  AU-50 . 425 

1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key  date  issue.  725 
1872  MS-62  BN.  Just  purchased.  A  lustrous,  very 

attractive  coin  that’s  sure  to  please!  . 639 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Rich,  lustrous 

brown  surfaces . 639 

1872  VF-30 . 329 

1872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 319 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous.  Rare  so  fine! . 1,280 

Closed  3  coins  of  various  denominations  were  made  early 
in  the  year.  At  quick  glance  the  3  resembles  an  8;  thus,  1 873 
seems  to  be  1878.  This  was  corrected,  and  dies  made  later 


have  the  knobs  on  the  3  farther  apart  (Open  3). 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1873  Open  3  EF-40 . 110 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395 

1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red . 345 

1874  MS-63  RB . 235 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 225 

1875  EF-40 . 85 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 625 

1876  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem . 950 

1876  MS-60  BN . 219 


Attractive  1877  Cent 


1877  MS-63  RB.  Mostly  mint  red.  A  lustrous  and 
attractive  example  of  this  famous  date.  ..2,950 

Mint  State  1877  Rarity 
1877  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the  series.  At¬ 
tractive  medium  brown  fields . 2,795 

1877  AU-50  (PCGS).  Just  purchased.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  date  everyone  wants.  1,895 
1877  VG-8  (ANACS  Cache) . 419 

1877  G-4 . 325 

1878  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  red . 435 

1878  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 265 

1879  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1879  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  red.  Beautiful!  . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN . 275 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 


1880  MS-65  RB . 295 

1880  MS-64  BN . 135 

1881  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219 

1881  MS-66  RB  (NGC) . 549 

1881  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 525 

1882  MS-64  BN . 110 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1883  Proof-64  BN . 165 

1883  MS-65  RB . 275 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1 884  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering,  splen¬ 
did  coin . 595 

1884  MS-65  RD . 675 

1884  MS-64  BN . 159 

1884  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 159 

1884  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 139 

1884  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1 885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 595 

1885  Proof-62  BN . 135 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown.  The  1885  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  date  between 
1879  and  the  last  year  of  the  design,  1909. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 


1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1886  Type  I.  Proof-64  RB . 295 


1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  625 

On  the  Type  1  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  I  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 


the  reverse . 625 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 365 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  Scarce . 1,050 


On  the  Type  II  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  C  and  A  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache). 
Mostly  brown  with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce 


variety.  .  439 

1887  Proof-62  BN . 115 

1887  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 75 

1887  MS-63  BN . 69 

1888  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1888  MS-63  BN . H5 

1888  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 115 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coinisauthentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 
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1889  Proof- 64  BN . 185 

1889  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 219 

1889  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 65 

1890  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 450 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 235 

1891  AU-58 . 35 

1892  Prool-64  RD . 295 

1892  Proof-64  RB . 265 

1892  MS-63  RB . 65 

1893  Proof-64  RB . 219 

1893  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1894  Proof-63  RB . 159 

1894  MS-63  RD . 189 

1894  MS-63  RB . 89 

1894  MS-62  RB  (Hallmark) . 85 

1894  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 69 

1895  Proof-64  BN . 175 

1895  Repunched  date.  MS-60 . 49 

1896  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1897  Proof-60 . 85 

1898  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1898  MS-63  RB . 59 


1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 


gem! . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1899  MS-65  RB . 115 

1899  MS-64  RB . 69 

1899  MS-62  BN . 29 

1900  Proof-62  RB . 135 

1901  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1901  MS-63  RB . 49 

1901  AU-58 . 23 

1902  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1902  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 1 19 

1902  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 59 

1903  Proof-62  RB . 135 

1903  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 39 

1904  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1905  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1905  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 295 

1906  Proof-63  RB . 145 

1906  MS-64  RD . 119 

1906  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 119 

1907  Proof-62  RB.  Remarkable  for  its  low  Proof 

mintage  of  only  1,475  pieces,  the  smallest  of  its 
era . 135 

1908  Proof-64  RB . 195 


1908  MS-63  RB . 35 

1908-S  MS-63  RD . 495 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

1908-S  MS-62  RB . 279 

1908-S  EF-45 . 95 

1908- S  EF-40 . 85 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1909  Indian.  MS-65  Rd  (NGC).  Attractive  satiny 

surfaces . 365 

1909  MS-63  RB . 42 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 

coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 

Just  309,000  were  struck,  a  figure  considerably  below 
any  other. 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  series.  1 ,095 
1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  nicely  with  a  bril¬ 


liant  set  of  cents . 1,495 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


Lincoln  Cents 

Basic  information:  Lincoln  cents  are  among  the 
most  popular  United  States  series.  Among  key  is¬ 
sues  are  the  famous  1909-S  V.D.B.,  the  1914-D, 
and  the  1955  Doubled  Die,  although  numerous 
others  are  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Matte  Proofs 
were  struck  from  1909-1916  and  have  a  sandblast 
or  etched  finish  and  are  usually  darkly  toned  (due 
to  storage  in  upper  wrappers  as  provided  by  the 
Mint),  while  Proofs  from  1936  onward  are  mostly 
of  the  “brilliant”  or  “mirror"  finish. 

Care  is  recommended  when  selecting  Lincoln 
cents,  as  quality  is  apt  to  vary  widely  among  the  ven¬ 
dors.  As  is  the  case  with  Indian  cents,  we  often  have 
to  look  at  many  coins  in  order  to  buy  just  a  few. 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin, 
brilliant  and  frosty,  a  glittering  gem! . 2,150 

One  of  the  nicest  specimens  we’ve  seen. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue . 1,395 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent . 1,395 

This  coin  offers  an  ideal  combination  of  very  high  grade 
and  reasonable  price.  It  possesses  full  original  mint  red  sur¬ 
faces  of  gem  quality  and  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collec¬ 
tion. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding  com¬ 
bination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  with  low  price . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example 

of  this  key  rarity. . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 695 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  (PCI).  Light  brown.  ...650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-35.  Light  brown . 575 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-30  (ANACS  Cache) . 550 

1909-S  V.D.B.  VG-8.  Light  brown . 465 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).. ..85 
1 909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RD.  One  of  many  Lincoln 
cents  just  purchased . 195 


Large  Cents  Not  Legal  Tender 


The  following  note  is  from  a  reader  whose 
name  we  misplaced  (sorry  about  that;  write  in 
and  we’ll  give  you  credit  in  a  future  issue): 

“I  have  enjoyed  your  Rare  Coin  Re- 
view for  several  years.  I  have  gained  knowl¬ 
edge  from  it,  especially  from  the  Ques¬ 
tion  and  Answer  Forum.  One  thing  has 
puzzled  me:  Writer  R.W.  Julian  in  RCR 
No.  63,  Winter  1 986- 1 987  said  ‘Copper 
coins  were  not  legal  tender  in  this  coun¬ 
try  until  1864.’ 

“I  do  not  understand  this.  How  could 
the  large  cents  (and  half  cents  also)  not  be 
legal  tender?  They  were  obviously  made 
by  the  U.S.  Mint,  according  to  designs 
approved  by  the  U.S.  Congress,  with 
supplies  purchased  for  the  Mint’s  use  in 
providing  coinage. 

“I  have  seen  the  ‘not  legal  tender' 
statement  other  places,  but  have  never 
thought  of  saving  the  passage  to  ask  this 
question.  If  you  have  space  in  a  forth¬ 
coming  issue,  I  would  sincerely  appreci¬ 
ate  an  answer.” 

Editor’s  reply:  The  Mint  Act  of  April  2, 
1 792,  provided  that  silver  and  gold  coins  be 
legal  tender,  but  omitted  mention  of  cents 
and  half  cents  in  this  regard.  The  discussions 
in  Congress  leading  up  to  the  Act  of  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1857  (which  provided  for  the  cop¬ 
per-nickel  cent  of  new  small  size)  included  a 
provision  to  make  the  coin  legal  tender  up  to 


1 0  cents,  but  the  final  act  did  not  include  this 
wording. 

Your  editor  also  passed  this  question  to 
R.W.  Julian  for  additional  information  and 
received  this  reply: 

“The  reason  for  the  new  policy  in 
1 864  was  because  the  change  to  bronze 
involved  a  coinage  with  a  relatively  small 
intrinsic  value.  The  government  also,  at 
the  same  time,  banned  the  circulation  of 
tokens,  which  was  another  factor. 

“The  copper-nickel  cents  of  1857- 
1864  were  considered  to  have  intrinsic 
value;  the  same  was  true  for  the  large  cents 
struck  before  1 858.  It  was  the  view  of  the 
government  that  minor  coins  circulated 
because  of  intrinsic  value  and  that  there 
was  no  need  for  them  to  be  legal  tender. 
In  the  1 840s  there  were  so  many  cents  in 
circulation  that  they  were  discounted  by 
moneychangers.  Merchants  who  handled 
large  numbers  of  cents  had  to  take  them 
to  such  people  to  exchange  for  silver; 
most  banks  would  not  handle  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  copper  coins.  In  this  way  the 
market  regulated  itself  because  a  surplus 
of  cents  meant  that  there  would  be  less 
demand  from  the  Mint. 

“It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  high 
intrinsic  value  of  the  pre-1864  minor 
coinage  was  designed  to  deter  counter¬ 
feiting.” 


Page  10 


Riire  Com  Review  No.  108 


COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB . 165 

1909-S  Lincoln.  AU-50 . 135 

1909- S  Lincoln.  EF-40 . 89 

191 0- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 375 

1910- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1910-S  MS-65  RB . 145 

191 0-S  AU-50 . 59 

1910-S  EF-45 . 24 

1911  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 85 


191 1-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  rare  in  this  high 
grade  (although  lesser  grade  pieces  are  readily 
available).  A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector.  695 
191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike.  425 
191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Light  D  mintmark.  195 
191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Outstanding  qual¬ 


ity. . 310 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 310 

191 1-D  MS-63  BN . 109 

191 1-D  EF-45 . 36 

191 1-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  completely 

red . 495 

191 1-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 195 

191 1-S  MS-63  BN . 169 

191 1-S  MS-60 . 129 

191 1-S  AU-50 . 65 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 950 

1912-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous,  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  beauty! . 340 

1912-D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 275 


Parkyakarkus 

The  following  is  from  Bion  J.  Manning: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“Re:  Parkyakarkus  on  page  21  of  your 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  107,  the  year  was 
1939,  and  I  was  collecting  Indian  cents, 
but  was  still  lacking  the  1 877. 1  forget  how 
I  heard  of  Barney  Bluestone  in  Syracuse, 
the  dealer  who  had  an  office  in  the  Hotel 
Syracuse  in  Upstate  New  York.  He  had  a 
sharp  1877,  what  we  would  now  call  MS- 
65  (1  think)  for  $15  and  a  red-brown  one 
for  $5.  (I  didn’t  get  the  best  one).  At  the 
time  I  visited  his  office  he  was  in  the  middle 
of  a  mail  bid  sale  and  showed  me  a  letter 
from  Parkyakarkus  for  an  unlimited  bid  on 
some  particular  10<f  pieces  as  I  recall. 
Thought  you  might  enjoy  learning  about 
this.” 

Editor’s  note:  Parkyakarkus  was  the 
stage  name,  actually  used  on  the  radio,  for 
well-known  entertainment  personality 
Harry  Einstein  whose  collection  we  sold  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago. 


1912-D  EF-40 . 38 

1912-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 995 

191 2-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  red.  .275 
1912-S  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red.  A  truly  splen¬ 
did  specimen.  Rarely  seen  this  nice! . 275 

1912- S  AU-55 . 69 

1913  MS-65  RD . 225 

1913  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 89 

1913  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 70 

1913- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 795 

1 9 1 3-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Gems  such  as  this  are 

very  difficult  to  find . 795 

1913-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  full  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350 

1913-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1913-D  AU-55 . 52 

1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 349 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1913- S  AU-50 . 65 

1914  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1914- D  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 695 

1914-D  EF-45 . 525 

1914-S  EF-45 . 42 

1915  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  little  gem! . 375 

1915  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  gem . 375 

1915  MS-62  RB  (PCI) . 99 


Blazing  Gem  1915-D  Cent 


1915-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  original 
red  gem.  The  finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  this 
date . 2,900 


In  Mint  State,  never  mind  MS-66  but  at  any  Mint  State 
level,  1915-D  is  quite  undervalued.  However,  in  well-worn 
grades  the  1915-D  is  very  common. 


1915-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 

. 235 

1915-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 

. 295 

191 5-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 

. 850 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 

. 95 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 

. 95 

1916-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lus- 

trous  gem.  An  exciting  coin 

for  the  advanced 

specialist! . 

. 1,295 

A  highly  important  “condition 

rarity,”  that  is,  a  coin 

that  is  plentiful  in  circulated  grades,  but  at  this  high  Mint 
State  echelon  is  seldom  seen  or  offered  for  sale. 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 


red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1917  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 140 


1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant,  “flashy” 
lustre.  Some  tinges  of  natural  toning  are  just 
beginning  to  appear.  Overall,  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  plentiful  in  lower 
grades,  but  decidedly  elusive  at  this  level.  .695 


1917-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 239 

1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 239 

1917-D  MS-64  RB . 169 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 169 


1917-S  MS-64  BN . 139 

1917- S  MS-63  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1918- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  original 

red.  An  outstanding  specimen.  Sharply  struck 
and  very  beautiful . 1,095 

1918- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 295 

1919  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 140 

1919- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 395 

1919-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919-D  MS-63  BN . 75 

1919-S  MS-63  RB . 79 

1919- S  MS-63  BN . 69 

1920  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1920  MS-64  RD . 35 

1920- S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89 


Superb  Gem  192 1-S  1C 


1921-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of 
a  great  rarity  (in  this  grade).  Brilliant,  bright 
original  mint  red.  One  of  the  very  finest  speci¬ 
mens  in  existence  of  this  scarce  issue . 2,995 

1921-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  for  this  variety.  695 

The  prime  key  varieties  in  the  1920s  are  the  1921-S, 
1923-S,  1924-D,  and  1926-S.  Each  of  these  is  scarce  in  worn 
grades  and  has  been  for  years.  In  Mint  State  they  are  even 
harder  to  find.  The  present  listing  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have 
ever  had  in  early  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents  from  1 909  through 
the  early  1930s. 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 
so . 345 

Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high  grade  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  and  is  priced  at  less  than  half  of  what  we  ask  for  a  red- 
surface  coin,  here  indeed,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  excellent  buy. 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 
the  key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 345 


1921-S  AU-58 . 75 

1921-S  AU-50 . 58 


Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Absent  the  D,  but  otherwise 
quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and  reverse  than 
usually  seen . 2,295 

The  1922  cent  without  a  visible  D  was  produced  from  a 
filled-in  1922-D  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  1922  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  produced  this  year, 
the  D-less  1922-D,  the  “1922  Plain,”  has  filled  a  special  need 
with  numismatists  over  the  years. 

Sharp  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS). 
Glossy  brown  surfaces.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  with  very  little  actual  wear . 2,295 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1 ,950 
1922-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing,  fiery  mint 
red.  A  gorgeous  specimen  of  this  somewhat 
scarce  issue . 695 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  108 


Page  1 1 


ONE  AND  TWO-CENT  PIECES 


1923  MS-6S  RB . 65 

1923  MS-64  RD . 59 

1923  MS-64  RB . 35 

1923-S  MS-63  90%  Red.  (PCI).  One  ol  the  scarcer 

issues  of  the  1920s . 495 

1923-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923- S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 155 

1924- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  specimen  is 


nearly  fully  brilliant  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  seen.  Further,  it  is  sharply  struck,  an  un¬ 
usual  situation  for  a  1924-D.  A  major  Find  for 
the  advanced  specialist . 695 

Much  scarcer  in  our  opinion  than  current  catalogue  val¬ 
ues  indicate. 

1924-D  MS-64  BN.  A  lustrous  chocolate  brown 
specimen  of  a  desirable  branch  mint  issue. 
Quite  rare  in  higher  levels  of  Mint  State  such 


as  this .  395 

1924-D  MS-63  BN.  Scarce  so  fine . 295 

1924-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Fleck  on  shoulder 
keeps  this  from  MS-65.  Full  blazing  mint  red, 
and  rare  as  such.  A  find  for  the  specialist.  1,095 

1924- S  AU-50 . 55 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 70 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925- D  MS-60.  Red  and  brown  surfaces,  mostly 

brown . 55 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1926  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 45 

1926  MS-64  RD . 25 

1926- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Very  hard  to  find  in 

this  high  grade . 875 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1926- S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 125 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1 927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  scarce  branch  mint 

issue  at  this  gem  grade  level.  Well  struck.  An 
item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 875 

1 927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly,  in  fact  nearly 

completely,  brilliant.  Quality! . 265 

1 927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCI).  75%  Red . 265 

1 927-D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 95 

1927- S  MS-63  BN . 119 

1928  MS-65  RD . 79 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 79 

1928  MS-65  RD  (PCI) . 79 

1928  MS-64  RD . 35 

1928- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 95 

1928-D  MS-63  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  Mintmark 

high  and  nearly  touching  date . 59 

1928- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1929  MS-65  RD . 85 

1929  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135 

1929-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 135 


1929- S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 139 

1930  MS-65  RD . 32 

1930  MS-64  RB . 12 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 69 

1930-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 38 

1930- D  MS-64  RB  (Hallmark) . 29 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 99 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

193 1- D  MS-65  RD . 350 

1931-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

193 1-D  MS-63  RB . 89 

1931-D  AU-50 . 35 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 279 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 279 

1931-S  MS-64  RD . 125 

1931-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 125 

1931-S  MS-64  RB . 89 

1 93 1-S  MS-63  RB.  We  struck  a  bonanza!  Recently 
we  bought  a  small  group  of  these  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  roll  put  away  years  ago.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for  just . 65 

1931-S  MS-60 . 59 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF -20 . 39 

1932  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 65 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1934- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 55 

1935- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1936  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 29 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1936- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1937  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1 937-  D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1937-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1937-D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1937-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1 937- S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1 937-  S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem!  .265 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 39 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1938-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 45 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 250 


1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 109 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 5 4 

1939-D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 75 

1939-D  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1939-S  MS-64  RD  (Hallmark) . 25 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1942  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  early 

Brilliant  Proofs . 350 

1942  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1942  Proof-65  RB  (NGC) . 49 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 395 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 395 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  of  mint 

red . 995 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (ANACS 

Cache) . 725 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 695 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  695 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 215 


Newsworthy  1995  Doubled  Die 

1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 
gem . Call  for  our  current  price! 

This  new  discovery  certainly  has  made  lots  of  headlines. 
The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled  and  is  easily  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as  doubled  as  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1972  Doubled  Die,  but  it  is 
certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until 
it  settles. 

Two-Cent  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Two-cent  pieces,  minted  from 
1864-1873  inclusive,  comprise  a  short  set  with  just 
two  rarities,  the  1864  Small  Motto  and  the  1873. 
Several  die  varieties  exist  within  the  date  range.  The 
connoisseur  should  pick  and  choose  carefully,  as 
quality  varies  among  vendors.  Pieces  with  attractive 
surfaces  are  difficult  to  find  for  some  varieties,  al¬ 
though  the  price  may  not  necessarily  be  expensive. 


Save  $16  On  Your  Subscription! 


Subscribe  now  to  all  of  our  periodical 
publications  for  the  next  12  months,  and 
save  $16.  Our  current  subscription  rate  of 
$79  per  year  will  go  to  $95  on  January  1, 
1 996.  Save  by  subscribing  or  renewing  now! 
Telephone  your  credit  card  order  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  or  use  the  appropriate  place  on 
the  coupon  with  this  issue. 

Coming  your  way  will  be  many  great 
issues, each  filled  with  exciting  new  purchases, 
special  offers,  and  other  numismatic  items, 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin 


Collector ,  PLUS  our  superbly  illustrated  fa¬ 
mous  Grand  Format  ™  coin  auction  cata¬ 
logues  and  the  price  list  for  each  (issued  after 
each  sale).  This  adds  up  to  a  value  of  over 
$200  at  the  cover  prices! 

Guarantee:  If  after  receiving  our  periodi¬ 
cals  for  a  period  of  two  months  you  do  not 
agree  that  they  are  all  you  expected — and 
more — just  let  us  know,  we  ll  cancel  your 
subscription,  refund  your  money  in  full ,  and 
the  publications  you’ve  already  received  will 
be  yours  free. 
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TWO  AND  THREE-CENT  PIECES 


1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 
red  fading  to  mellow  brown . 1,795 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces. ..  975 

1864  Urge  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  One  of 
the  nicest  we’ve  seen.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set! . 1,195 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB . 195 

1865  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1866  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  of  a 
quality  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace.  1 ,895 

1867  FS2C003.  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  RB 

(ANACS  Cache) . 675 

This  issue,  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  very  significantly 
and  boldly  doubled  in  the  die,  is  quite  rare.  We  have  seen 
only  a  few  others  over  a  long  period  of  years. 

1868  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  glittering 

gem.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  the 
Proof-64  and  Proof-65  range.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set . 1,095 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

One  of  the  many  new  purchases  listed  in  this 
issue . 1,695 

1869  Breen-2399.  Recut  date.  EF-45  (ANACS 

Cache) . 895 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  at  this 

level . 365 

1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Difficult  to 

find  in  gem  grade  such  as  this . 419 

Gem  1872  2<£  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,495 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  of  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
prime  scarcities  in  the  short-lived  two-cent  se¬ 
ries . 995 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a  great 
rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Last  business  strike  date  in  the  series .  1,795 

Nickel  M  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were 
minted  from  1865  to  1889,  beginning  at  a  time 
when  silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  Proofs  exist  of  all  dates  and  are 
scarce,  particularly  for  the  issues  from  1865-1878. 

If  you  are  collecting  higher  grade  nickel  three-cent 
pieces,  we  recommend  selecting  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  pieces,  well  struck,  and  without  spotting. 
There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus 
the  formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity,  although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of 
1887  are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 


1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Impor¬ 
tant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 795 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...795 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 250 

1868  Proof-63.  Lightly  toned  mirror  surfaces. 

Fairly  scarce  in  Proof  format . 350 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . ""295 

1 870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 295 

1870  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 295 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1 872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Closed  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 550 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur . 2,095 

1875  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  ex¬ 

ceptional  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  One 
of  the  finest  in  existence . 795 

1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

A  little  gem! . 495 

1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  superb,  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  this  highly  prized  Proof-only  date. 
While  the  desirability  of  this  to  the  date  collec¬ 
tor  goes  without  elaboration,  we  suggest  that  the 
addition  of  this  coin  to  a  set  of  design  types  to 
illustrate  the  1865-1889  design  would  really  be 
special.  Either  way,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  offered . 995 

1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  inexpensive 
today,  in  our  opinion . 725 

1878  Proof-55.  Light  golden  toning.  Rare  date.  539 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  continued  in 
use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular 


low-mintage  date . 425 

1885  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1885  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in 

Proof  format . 550 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Popular  and  rare 

Proof-only  date . 875 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 
est  Proofs  of  the  series . 625 


In  our  opinion  only  about  1 ,000  Proofs  were  issued  of 
the  1 887  non-overdate  as  offered  here.  Probably  2/3  of  the 
mintage  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  or  about  2,000  other  pieces, 
were  of  the  1887/6  overdate. 


1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint 


State!  . 525 

1888  VF-20 . 59 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 550 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  the 

series . 425 


Silver  Pieces 

Basic  information:  Silver  three-cent  pieces  were 
struck  from  1851-1873  inclusive,  and  were  made  in 
three  different  design  types  (1851-1853,  1854- 
1 858,  and  1 859-1 873).  Specimens  can  be  collected 
in  various  grades  for  the  years  Irom  1851-1862. 


After  1862,  most  known  examples  are  Proofs 
minted  for  collectors;  business  strikes  are  very  rare. 
There  is  only  one  branch  mint  issue  in  this  series, 
the  1851-0  from  New  Orleans. 

1 85 1-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  Lustrous. 
A  nice  piece  that  seriously  challenges  the  Mint 

State  category. . 245 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  little  cameo  gem. 
Brilliant . 1,385 


Superb  Gem  1854  3C 


1 854  MS-65  (NGC).  First  year  of  the  elusive  Type 
II  design.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  Sharply 
struck,  and  especially  desirable  as  such.  A  prize 

item  for  the  connoisseur! . 5,1 50 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  the  Type  II  design.  Far 
above  average  strike,  too!  Any  way  you  look  at 
it,  here  is  one  of  the  finest  quality  1 854  “trimes” 

to  be  offered  in  a  long  while . 1,595 

1854  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
whisper  of  iridescence.  An  exceptional  specimen 
that  seriously  challenges  the  MS-64  classifica¬ 
tion.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q! . 995 

Lustrous  Gem  1855  3<  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1858  Type 
II  design.  Nice  strike,  too!  . 3,195 

A  coin  like  this  prompts  us  to  be  very  enthusiastic.  In  all 
instances,  we  GUARANTEE  that  when  you  see  the  quality 
for  yourself  you  will  be  equally  pleased — or  your  money  back! 

1858  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 195 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty. 

Attractive  delicate  golden  toning . 1,150 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  Well-struck  for 
the  issue,  with  a  slight  weakness  on  the  reverse 

(not  unusual  for  this  date) . 1,150 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  475 
1861  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  very  light 
toning.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this  Civil 

War  issue . 319 

1862/1  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 
1864  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  scarce  date.  Exception¬ 
ally  sharply  struck . 995 

1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875 

1868  AU-53  (PCGS).  Most  probablva  Proof  which 

was  lightly  circulated.  Very  rare  date;  normally 
seen  in  Proof  finish,  if  seen  at  all . 495 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  proof  like.  A  gem  speci 
men  of  this  very  rare  date.  A  find  for  the  con- 
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noisseur . 1 ,395 

18"2  Proot-6-4  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 975 

\Ukel  5c  News 

Shield  Nickels 

Basic  information:  Shield  nickels  were  produced 
from  1866  through  1883  inclusive.  All  specimens 
of  1 866  and  a  few  of  1 867  were  struck  with  rays 
on  the  reverse.  Later  issues  have  no  rays. 

There  were  many  problems  encountered  at  the 
Mint  when  striking  Shield  nickels.  As  a  result,  dies 
wore  quickly  and  often  shattered.  The  typical  Mint 
State  specimen,  viewed  under  magnification,  is  apt 
to  show  a  number  of  die  breaks,  repunchings,  and 
other  evidences  of  this,  some  of  which  can  be  quite 
fascinating.  Proofs  are  available  of  all  dates,  al¬ 
though  the  1 866  is  scarce  and  the  1 867  With  Rays 
is  a  major  rarity. 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .645 
1866  With  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Spectacularly 
double-punched  date  with  base  of  extra  6  far  to 
the  right  of  the  1 866  date! . 395 

The  preceding  coin  is  an  average  strike,  and  all  things 
being  equal  we  probably  would  not  have  bought  it  for  our 
stock,  except  for  the  quite  remarkable  Doubled  Date  feature. 
We  have  added  nothing  for  the  double  punching,  figuring 
that  it  will  balance  the  average  quality  striking.  Complete 
satisfaction  guaranteed  as  always. 

1866  With  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .395 

1866  With  Rays.  EF-45 . 129 

1867  With  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 345 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dramatically  double 

punched  date  numerals.  Brilliant . 315 

1869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 

magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiple 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  special¬ 
ist!  . 895 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Vestiges  of  an  earlier  date  logotype  are  seen,  slightly  dif¬ 
ferently  aligned  from  the  final. 

1875  MS-62.  Small  planchet  lamination.  Scarce  in 

business  strike  form . 239 

1876  MS-63.  Centennial  year.  Brilliant . 275 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 

Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 

cent  series . 795 

1881  EF-40.  Rare  as  a  business  strike . 435 


Enjoying  It 

The  following  note  was  received  from 
G.B.  of  Morehead,  KY,  in  response  to  a  free 
hook  for  his  participation  in  our  Kingswood 
Galleries  mail  bid  sale: 

“Thanks  very  much  for  sending  me  the 
free  book,  The  Numismatist's  Topside  Com¬ 
panion.  I’m  enjoying  it.’’ 


1882  MS-60 . 99 

1883/2  Breen-2526.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  display  warm  golden  toning 
and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre . 795 

Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  sec¬ 
ond  8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 

1883/2  EF-45 . 275 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Basic  information:  Liberty  Head  nickels  were 
struck  for  circulation  from  1883-1912,  and  in  a 
special  limited  edition  for  collectors  (just  five 
pieces)  in  1913. 

The  relatively  inexpensive  1883  nickel  without 
CENTS  on  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  famous 
coins  in  American  coinage,  as  it  represents  a  mint 
design  error.  The  public  thought  that  these  would 
become  very  valuable,  and  coins  were  hoarded  in 
quantity.  Today,  this  is  one  of  the  most  available 
Liberty  nickels  as  a  result. 

Scarce  issues  include  1885,  1886,  1912-S,  al¬ 
though  a  number  of  others  are  hard  to  find  in 
higher  grades.  In  your  editors  opinion,  this  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  issues  in  American  coinage. 
1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  ..425 

The  1883  Liberty  nickel  without  CENTS  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  coins  of  this  denomination.  In  the  1 880s 
much  print  was  devoted  to  the  rarity  of  the  issue,  with  the 
result  that  many  were  saved;  today  it  is  the  most  plentiful  of 
all  Liberty  Head  nickels  in  Mint  State!  As  the  word  CENTS 
appears  nowhere  on  the  coin,  some  citizens  gold-plated  them 
and  passed  them  off  as  “$5  gold  pieces”  (which  were  of  simi¬ 
lar  diameter). 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant . 55 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  55 
1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  Proof-65  (Hallmark). 
Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  design  type . 625 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 

1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful . 295 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  toning.  245 

1885  EF-45  (PCGS).  Rare . 695 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  Rare 

in  business  strike  form . 825 

1886  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Rare 

date . 495 

1888  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 190 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
toning.  One  of  many  nickel  five-cent  pieces 
just  purchased.  Use  this  issue  to  fill  your  want 
list! . 259 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Lus¬ 
trous.  Just  purchased . 259 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

The  late  Abe  Kosoff,  founder  in  1 955  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  considered  this  to  be  a  rare  date  in  Mint 
State  and  once  spent  three  years  looking  for  one! 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  135 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1893  MS-60  (ANACS  Certificate) . 110 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine.  Just 

purchased . 850 

In  early  1894  Indian  cents  and  Liberty  nickels  accumu¬ 


lated  in  the  tedcral  Sub-Treasuries,  and  production  ot  new 
pieces  was  halted.  It  later  resumed,  first  for  the  cents,  but  the 


result  was  a  low-mintage  year  for  minor  coins. 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 175 

1896  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 95 

1896  AU-50 . 75 

1900  MS-65.  Pale  golden  toning . 495 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck . 185 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  attractive  coin.  495 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1904  MS-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem . 495 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1908  MS-63.  (ANACS  Certificate) . 99 

1909  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  575 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  165 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 165 


1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  a  mintmark  issue  that  is  some¬ 
what  overlooked  in  the  present  market,  and 
which  is  many  orders  rarer  than  contemporary 

Philadelphia  varieties . 365 

1912-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  very  pleasing  specimen 
of  this  rare  variety. . 1 ,995 

With  its  mintage  of  just  238,000  pieces,  the  1912-S  has 
the  lowest  production  quantity  of  any  business  strike  in  the 
regular  1 883-1 9 1 2  Liberty  Head  nickel  series.  At  the  time  of 
issue,  the  variety  was  recognized  as  rare,  and  almost  imme¬ 
diately  sold  for  a  premium.  However,  collecting  nickels  by 
mintmark  variety  did  not  become  popular  until  the  1 930s, 
when  the  Raymond  “National”  album  pages  achieved  wide 
distribution.  By  that  time,  most  1912-S  nickels  had  long  since 
disappeared  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  specimens 
can  be  called  scarce,  if  not  rare. 

All  authentic  1912-S  nickels  are  somewhat  lightly  de¬ 
fined  in  hair  details  on  the  high  point  of  the  obverse,  a  hall¬ 
mark  enabling  the  experienced  eye  to  identify  a  1912-S  nickel 
without  even  seeing  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse!  Apparently, 
all  pieces  were  struck  from  a  single  obverse  die;  we  have  never 
seen  any  with  other  die  characteristics. 

1912-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  silver-gray  toning.  695 
1912-S  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Take  it  for  ..545 


1912-S  EF-40.  A  sharp  specimen . 525 

1912-S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 525 

1912-S  VF-30 . 349 


Buffalo  Nickels 

Basic  information:  Buffalo  nickels  are  very 
popular,  and  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  nice  inven¬ 
tory  of  them,  as  acquisition  opportunities  present 
themselves.  More  so  than  for  any  other  design  of 
this  denomination,  quite  a  bit  of  picking  and  choos¬ 


ing  is  needed  to  select  nice  Buffalo  nickels. 

1913  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 92 

1913  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 55 

1913  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 55 

1913  Type  I.  MS-63 . 45 

1913  Type  I.  MS-60 . 39 

1913  Type  I.  AU-58 . 33 

1913  Type  I.  AU-50 . 27 

191 3-D  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Very  attractive . 495 

1 91 3-D  Type  1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 239 
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191 3-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 

191 3-D  Type  1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

19 1 3-D  Type  1.  MS-60 . 

1913-S  Type  1.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 693 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  of 

selected  quality. . 695 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 232 

1913-S  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126 

1913  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1913  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1913  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1913  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1913-D  Type  II.  MS-62.  Lustrous.  One  of  dozens  of 
Buffalo  nickels  recently  acquired — common  to 
rare  and  just  about  everything  in  between.  ..  205 

Landmark  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  54 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but  quite 
unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few  high- 
grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist  will  re¬ 
ally  appreciate  this  one! . 3,950 

Lustrous  Gem  1913-S  Type  II 
1913-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen 
with  beautiful  lustre  and  brilliance.  Years  ago 


top  two  or  three  key  coins  in  the  entire  set. 
However,  in  recent  decades  some  of  the  later 
mintmarked  issues  have  been  more  in  the  lime¬ 
light.  The  present  coin  is  a  delight  to  behold  and 
will  be  a  prize  in  the  collection  of  its  owner. 
Quality  such  as  this  is  rare,  rare,  rare!  ...3,950 
1913-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton- 

ing . 995 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Hard  to 

find  variety.  . £io 

1913-S  Type  II.  MS-60.  Ever  popular  rarity.  .440 
1913-S  Type  II.  AU-58 . 325 

1913- S  Type  II.  AU-50 . 290 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  419 
1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lightly  struck  (but 

not  mentioned  on  the  holder) . 140 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

golden  toning . 78 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  525 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 325 

1914-D  AU-58 . 189 

1914-D  AU-50 . 145 

1914-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Not  easy  to 

find  at  this  grade  level . 650 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 650 

1914-S  MS-63 . 395 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  395 

1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 210 

1914-S  EF-45 . 45 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 340 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 340 

1915  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

1915  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 


1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

191  5-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive  deli¬ 
cate  toning . 360 

191 5-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  360 

191 5-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 182 

Lustrous  Gem  191 5-S  54 

191 5-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  whisper  of  toning.  Very  rare  at  this 
grade  level.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 


cialist . 2,550 

191 5-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  799 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 105 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1916  MS-60.  Brilliant . 44 


Superb  191 6-D  Gem  5® 
Seldom  Seen  Thus 


1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  brilliant.  One  of  the  nicest  quality  1916- 

D  Buffalo  nickels  we  have  ever  seen . 3,850 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 
display  attractive  rose  toning  highlights.  ..530 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  superb  quality.  . 290 

1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tively  toned . 189 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 560 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  350 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1917  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning . 68 

1917  AU-50 . 30 

1917- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive.  Very  elusive  so  nice . 770 

1917-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  Very 
attractive;  not  often  found  this  nice! . 799 


Famous  1918/7-D  Rarity 


1918/7-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 
lightly  toned  specimen  of  one  of  America’s  best 
known  rarities.  The  1918/7-D  overdate,  when 
seen,  is  usually  in  lower  grades.  This  specimen 
mounts  a  strong  challenge  to  Mint  State  and  is 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  handled.  Just  pur¬ 
chased!  . 8,450 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satin-like  surfaces. 
A  beauty!  In  terms  of  quality  this  will  challenge 
any  number  of  MS-64  coins! . 525 


Donald  Groves  Writes 


This  letter  is  from  New  York  reader  Donald 
Groves,  who  enjoys  buyingobsolete  coins  on  the 
numismatic  market  and  havingfun  with  them 
in  normal  commerce: 

“Dear  Dave: 

“Thank  you  for  the  indirect  compliment 
you  afforded  me  in  pointing  out  that  one  of 
your  ‘favorite’  customers  called  you  about 
buying  worn  Buffalo  nickels  (VG  with  date 
still  readable). 

“It’s  fun  to  encourage  collectors  and  I 
thought  I  would  share  with  some  of  my 
happenings. 

“I  was  recently  in  Puerto  Rico  and  of¬ 
fered  a  Buffalo  nickel  in  my  change  to  the 
cashier  after  purchasing  some  items  at  the 
airport.  She  took  one  look  at  the  nickel  and 
gave  it  back  to  me  and  said,  ‘We  don’t  accept 
these.’ 

“I  replied  to  her,  ‘Believe  me,  this  is  a  very 
good  nickel  and  you  should  take  it.’ 

“She  looked  at  me  pleasantly  but  replied 


with  a  firm  ‘No,’  whereupon  I  replaced  it 
with  a  nice  shiny  Jefferson  five-cent  piece.  I 
then  turned  to  the  manager  and  informed 
him  that  his  cashier  had  turned  down  a  fifty- 
cent  nickel.  When  I  further  elaborated  that 
it  was  a  Buffalo  nickel  he  saw  the  grievous 
error  and  socked  his  head  with  his  fist  that  he 
had  lost  out. 

“Recently  at  the  supermarket,  I  gave  the 
cashier,  as  part  of  the  change,  a  Buffalo 
nickel,  and  she  spotted  it  immediately  and 
threw  it  in  with  the  twenty  dollar  bills.  I  said 
to  her,  ‘That’s  a  good  one.’ 

“With  a  twinkle  in  her  eye  and  a  big  smile, 
she  replied,  ‘Oh,  yes,  I  know.  I  will  get  that 
one  later.’ 

“It’s  great  enjoyment  to  promote  numis¬ 
matics  and  make  people  feel  lucky.  Because 
of  your  lead,  I  paid  334  apiece  for  these 
nickels.  For  every  one  I  give  out  I  get  $10 
worth  of  enjoyment!’’ 

— Don 


26  the  191 3-S  Type  II  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
70 
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NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 273 

1919  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractively  toned  gem. ..  493 
1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Splendid  with  light  golden 

toning . 495 

1919  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 92 

1919-S  EF-40 . 179 


Remarkable  1920  Nickel 


1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  dazzling,  lus¬ 
trous  gem!  . 2,775 

1920  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 

with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,485 

1920-D  AU-55 . 325 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS) . 799 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 


Lustrous  Gem  1921-S  Nickel 


1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid,  lustrous,  bril¬ 
liant  coin,  and,  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  a  far 
above  average  strike,  too!  Just  purchased  by 
Mark  Borckardt  on  our  cross-country  buying 
trip  and  offered  here  for  the  first  time.  ..3,095 
1921-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

delicate  toning.  Just  purchased . 1,595 

1921-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 
Quite  difficult  to  obtain  in  a  high  grade  such 
as  this . 1,025 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  224 

1923-S  MS-63.  A  scarce  branch  mint  issue.  Lus¬ 
trous  golden  surfaces . 835 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1924  MS-60.  Brilliant . 55 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all 
Buffalo  nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great 

find . 2,995 

1924-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Delicately  toned.  A  splendid  specimen.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 2,475 


1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  85 

1925-D  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Weakly  struck  (as  is 

normal  for  this  variety) . 325 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 


this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 2,085 

1925-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 239 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1926  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 35 


1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  truly  superb  specimen  of  an  issue  that 
is  nearly  always  flatly  struck.  One  ot  the  very 
finest  we  have  ever  seen  of  1926-D,  certainly  in 
the  upper  2%  sharpness-wise  and  quality-wise 
of  extant  specimens.  One  of  the  most  spectacu¬ 
lar  of  our  new  purchases,  even  though  the  price 


is  only . 1,390 

1926-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1926- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 865 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 245 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  105 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  gorgeous  coin  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 589 

1927-D  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Delicate  toning 

over  lustrous  surfaces . 295 

1927-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1927- D  MS-62.  Attractive  light  toning . 210 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 58 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 92 


Memorable  Gem  1928-S  5«t 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 


surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 5,750 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 665 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  beautiful.  665 

1928-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 335 

1928- S  MS-60 . 189 

1929  MS-65.  Brilliant . 320 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1929  MS-64  (NGC) . 85 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1929-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1929-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1929-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1 929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 169 

1930  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 


1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1930-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 609 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1930-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1930-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1930- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 40 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 275 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem . 275 

1931-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 96 

1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . % 

1931-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1931-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . . 385 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 74 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem; 

one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  issue.  1,675 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces . 275 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 40 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 485 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 485 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . . 68 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 225 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 84 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 84 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 84 

1935-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 52 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  1,095 


The  first  deliveries  of  Proof  1 936  cents  and  nickels — 
the  first  Proofs  sold  to  collectors  since  the  cessation  of  such 
special  coinage  in  1916 — were  somewhat  satiny  in  their  fin¬ 
ish,  sort  of  a  hybrid  between  the  old-style  Matte  Proof  and 


the  traditional  “mirror”  or  “brilliant”  Proof. 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1936-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 90 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 44 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 34 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1937- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 28 

1937-D  3  Legged.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning.  Very  close  to  MS.  Just  purchased.  835 

1937-D  3  Legged.  AU-50.  Iridescent  rose  highlights 

on  lustrous  surfaces . 630 

1937-D  3  Legged.  EF-40 . 485 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 205 

1 937-  S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 31 

1938- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 34 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1938-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1 938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  gem 

specimen  of  this  curious  and  popular 
overmintmark .  289 
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1938-D/S  MS-63  (NGC) . 126 

1938-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 126 

■Irlimmi  Nickels 

1938  Jefferson.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...59 

1938- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1939  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1939- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 


1939-D  MS-60 .  33 

1939-D  AU-58 . ZZZ'l7 

1939- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . ^75 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS) . 59 

1940  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  .39 

1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 39 

1942  Type  I.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1942-D  Type  I.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 


1942-1945  Silver-content  wartime  nickel  set.  MS-63 


to  65,  brilliant  and  lustrous.  1 1  pieces . 59 

1942  Type  11.  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 


1946  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  electric  blue  toning.35 
1946-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  .55 

1948- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Attractive  light  toning.  39 

1949- D/S.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Scarce . 295 

1950  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  Proof  issue 
since  1942 . 39 


Year 

something  that  we  were  not  aware  of  until 
I  read  the  article. 

Apparently,  according  to  NGC  and 
PCGS,  it  is  okay  for  them  to  clean  certain 
coins,  but  not  mark  the  coins  as  “cleaned.” 
On  the  other  hand,  these  same  services  do 
not  hesitate  to  criticized  non-certified  coins 
as  being  “cleaned”  in  some  instances. 

Needed: 

1.  A  clear,  unequivocal  statement  by 
NGC  and  PCGS  as  to  when  a  coin  can  (or 
should)  be  cleaned  and  when  it  shouldn’t  be. 

2.  A  definition  as  to  when  a  coin  should  be 
labeled  “cleaned”  and  when  it  shouldn't  be. 

3.  A  little  more  information  as  to  why 
coins  considered  to  be  “ugly”  and  “hor¬ 
rible”  were  ever  certified  in  the  first  place, 
without  qualification. 

4.  An  explanation  of  how  on  one  hand  a 
certified  coin  can  offer  great  protection  to 
buyers,  and  on  the  other  hand  why  so  many 
coins  when  resubmitted  to  the  grading  ser¬ 
vices  are  graded  differently  the  second  time 
around. 

The  reason  your  editor  is  asking  these 
questions  is  that  every  so  often  someone 
mentions  to  us  that  how  professional  rare 
coin  dealers  grade  (I  have  over  40  years  of 
experience  personally)  is  not  important  com¬ 
pared  to  what  the  grading  services  say. 

Memo  to  Eric  von  Klinger:  How  about 
a  follow-up  article?  As  part  of  this  there 
should  be  an  investigation  as  to  how  the 
certification  of  “horrible”  coins  occurred  in 
the  first  place  and  how  the  market  “has  been 
killed”  by  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  perhaps  such  an 
investigation  is  not  wanted.  We  recently 
read  an  article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
about  stock  market  newsletters  in  which  the 
vast  majority  of  brokerage  firms  issuing 
these  gave  endless  buy  recommendations, 
while  sell  recommendations  are  hardly  ever 
given. 

What  ever  happened  to  the  philosophy, 
“Tell  it  like  it  is?” 


The  (Secret)  Story  of  the 

What  may  well  be  the  story  of  the  year,  Certain  issues,  such  as  Columbian  and 

but  which  has  received  relatively  little  notice,  Pilgrim  half  dollars,  have  a  tendency  to  acquire 


was  written  by  Eric  von  Klinger  and  ap¬ 
peared  in  Numismatic  News,  August  8, 1 995, 
“Grading  Services  Cleaninga  Select  Number 
of  Deeply  Toned  Coins  at  Clients’  Request”: 

The  two  leading  coin  services  are  cleaning 
a  select  number  of  deeply  toned  coins  at 
clients’  request. 

Dealer  Wayne  Miller  put  a  message  on  the 
FACTS  network  in  late  July  saying  Numis¬ 
matic  Guaranty  Corp.  and  the  Professional 
Coin  Grading  Service  “have  been  great  at 
helping  us  clean  up  ugly  toned  silver  dollars, 
Walkers,  etc.”  He  invited  others  to  send  such 
coins  at  his  sight-unseen  bids:  “We  pay  right 
away,  and  the  coins  get  cleaned  up  white  or 
downgraded.” 

Both  David  Hall  of  PCGS  and  Mark 
Salzberg  of  NGC  said  their  firms  take  in  only 
coins  that  they  have  certified,  when  the  grade 
is  questioned.  Each  firm  has  a  guaranteed 
resubmission  service. 

“We  have  our  guarantee,  and  that  guaran¬ 
tee  states  that  if  the  coin  has  been  overgraded 
we’ll  make  up  the  difference  in  value,”  Salzberg 
said.  “In  a  lot  of  cases  that’s  just  a  case  of  eye 
appeal,  appearance.” 

Salzberg  stressed  “triking”  (the  use  of 
trichlorotrifluoroethane)  or  other  solvents  to 
remove  grease  and  grime,  but  added,  “Dip¬ 
ping  doesn’t  hurt  if  it  is  done  properly.” 

“We  dip  them  if  they  can  be  dipped. . .  If 
a  coin  is  dipped  once,  you  can’t  even  tell  it,” 
Hall  said. 

The  coins  are  not  marked  on  the  holder  as 
cleaned,  he  said. 

Both  services  refuse  to  treat  a  coin  if 
toning  is  judged  aesthetically  pleasing  or  ac¬ 
ceptable.  Miller  said  10  to  20  percent  of  his 
requests  for  cleaning  have  been  turned  down. 

“It’s  a  fine  line  whether  we’re  obligated  to 
do  that,  make  a  coin  have  a  better  appear¬ 
ance,”  Salzberg  said.  “As  far  as  I  m  con¬ 
cerned,  an  original  toned  coin  is  very  attrac¬ 
tive  to  me. 


unattractive  toning,  he  said. 

There  are  risks  in  trying  to  “improve”  a 
coin,  Miller  acknowledged. 

“I  had  a  Huguenot  that  was  very  dark  and 
when  it  came  out  the  surface  was  really  funny. 
They  wouldn’t  grade  it — sent  it  back  in  a  body 
bag,”  he  recounted. 

Miller  is  an  active  buyer  of  silver  coins  with 
toning  that  most  collectors  would  find  unat¬ 
tractive,  for  a  reason: 

“The  market  has  been  killed  the  last  five  or 
six  years  by  all  the  horrible  toned  coins  the 
services  have  graded... I  get  200  to  400  a  month 
off  the  market  that  are  unsaleable,  get  them 
cleaned  up  and  get  the  market  going  again.” 

Heavily  tarnished  “type  coins”  have  a  mar¬ 
ket,  but  “silver  dollars  just  don’t  work  that  way” 
—  collectors  want  them  “white,”  Miller  said. 

He  said  he  was  not  talking  about  all  toning 
but  about  “a  small  but  bothersome  number  of 
horrible  toned  coins.” 

“Almost  everybody  dips  coins... If  in  dip¬ 
ping  it’s  only  in  something  like  Jeweluster, 
with  the  solvent  thiourea,  it’s  not  to  alter  the 
surface  but  to  expose  the  surface.. .It’s  to  try 
to  bring  the  original  surface  back  to  view, 
not  alter  the  surface  of  the  coin,”  he  said. 

NGC  was  first  to  offer  treatment  of  a  coin 
he  submitted,  he  said. 

It  costs  them  money  to  do  this,  and  I 
applaud  them  for  doing  it,”  he  said. 

Editor’s  comments: 

This  article  is  important  for  a  couple  of 
reasons. 

First  ofall  an  opinion  is  given  concerning  “all 
of  the  horrible  toned  coins  the  grading  service 
has  graded.”  As  a  buyer,  you  probably  know 
that  few,  if  any,  dealers  have  ever  advertised 
“horrible  toned  coins.”  However,  such  coins 
have  been  bought  and  sold  in  the  marketplace. 

Second,  it  is  evident  that  dipping  coins 
and  cleaning  them  with  selected  substances 
is  being  practiced  by  PCGS  and  NGC, 
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Special  advance  announcement  of  a  special  event  from 


United  States  Half  Dollars 


of  Superb  Quality  including  Great  Rarities 


The 

JAMES  BENNETT  PRYOR 

Collection 


To  be  sold  in  Los  Angeles 
January  25,  1996 

to  the  order  of  the  Pryor  family 

On  January  25,  1 996,  in  Los  Angeles  we  will  be  selling  at  public  auction  sale  one  of  the  finest 
private  collections  to  be  offered  in  our  generation.  Formed  by  the  late  James  Bennett  Pryor,  the 
collection  of  United  States  half  dollars  is  virtually  complete  from  the  first  date  of  issue,  1794,  on¬ 
ward,  and  comprises  most  of  the  great  classic  rarities,  many  of  them  Condition  Census  or  Finest 
Known. 

Included  are  such  numismatic  landmarks  as  1805/4  (nearly  Mint  State),  1815  (Mint  State), 
1836  reeded  edge  (Mint  State),  1838-0  (Proof,  one  of  just  20  minted,  one  of  America’s  most  fa¬ 
mous  rarities),  1847/6  (Mint  State,  a  coin  of  incredible  importance),  1855-S  (Mint  State),  1866- 
S  No  Motto  (Mint  State),  1870-CC  through  1878-CC  (all  Mint  State,  an  unprecedented  display), 
1878-S  (prooflike  gem),  1901-S  (superb  Mint  State),  three  different  1916  Liberty  Walking  pat¬ 
terns,  1921-S  (superb  Mint  State),  and  other  rare  dates,  varieties,  and  mintmarks,  including  the 
finest  cabinet  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  ever  to  be  auctioned. 

In  keeping  with  the  outstanding  quality  of  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  and  the  in¬ 
comparable  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  tradition,  a  superbly  illustrated  Grand  Format  '1  catalogue 
is  now  in  preparation  showcasing  this  important  cabinet. 

We  invite  you  to  participate  as  a  bidder  in  one  of  the  greatest  auction  events  of  our  genera- 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merenay  Inc . 


tion,  a  collection  that  will  be  forever  remembered  as  one  of  America’s 
finest. 

A  regular-binding  sale  catalogue  will  be  prepared  for  bidders,  and 
for  those  wishing  a  permanent  remembrance  of  this  landmark  event  a 
special  Deluxe  Hardbound  Library  Limited  Edition  (limited  to  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  500  copies)  will  be  available  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis. 
Your  name  (or,  if  preferred,  your  initials)  will  be  printed  in  the  Patron 
List  in  the  Deluxe  Edition.  Copies  will  be  presented 
to  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society,  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club,  the  Pryor  family,  and  to  others  cen¬ 
tral  to  the  project,  leaving  just  475  Deluxe  Editions  available  for  public  sale.  Each 
copy  will  be  serially  numbered  and  will  be  hand-signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and 
Mark  Borckardt  (cataloguers  of  the  collection),  Raymond  N.  Merena,  Douglas 
Plasencia  (photography),  and  a  member  of  the  Pryor  family. 

The  catalogue  will  be  an  authoritative  numismatic  reference  work  for  all  time 
as  well  as  a  masterpiece  of  graphic  arts  in  the  incomparable  Bowers  and  Merena 
tradition. 

We  invite  you  to  order  your  catalogue  copy(ies)  as  follows: 


OPTION  1 

Regular  edition  subscription: 

Softbound.  Automatically  sent  to  all  Bowers  and 
Merena  catalogue  subscribers.  If  you  are  not  pres- 
endy  a  subscriber,  your  check  or  credit  card 
authorization  for  just  $79  will  bring  you  all  of  our 
periodical  catalogues  for  the  next  12  months, 
including  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection 
sale.  The  total  cover  price  of  the  catalogues  you 
will  be  receiving  is  over  $200.  Note:  This  sub¬ 
scription  price  will  increase  to  $95  on  January  1 , 
1 996;  to  qualify  for  the  $79  rate  your  subscription 
must  be  received  on  or  before  December  31, 
1995. 


OPTION  2 

Regular  edition 
Single  copy: 

Softbound.  Separately,  $20 
to  U.S.  addresses,  $30  else¬ 
where. 


OPTION  3 

Deluxe  Hardbound 
Library  Limited  Edition: 

$100.  Limited  to  500  copies,  475  ofwhich 
are  for  sale  to  Patrons.  In  the  event  of 
oversubscription,  copies  will  be  designated 
to  the  earliest  orders  received,  and  orders  for 
multiple  copies  will  be  reduced  to  single 
copies.  Your  copy  will  be  sent  to  you  after 
the  sale  and  will  include  prices  realized.  If 
you  are  not  on  our  mailing  list  as  a  sub¬ 
scriber,  a  regular  softbound  “working  copy” 
will  be  sent  to  you  for  your  use  in  advance  of 
the  sale. 


To  order  Option  1,  2,  or  3,  use  the  order  form  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  or  telephone 
Mary  Tocci  of  our  Publications  Department  and  charge  to  your  credit  card. 

AUCTIONS  BY 
BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Post  Office  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  •1-800-222-5993  •  (603)  569-5095 


■■■ 


_ 


wmm 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 

Basic  information:  There  are  two  important  ref¬ 
erence  books  in  the  half  dime  series.  Daniel  W. 
Valentine’s  study.  United  States  Half  Dimes,  describes 
issues  from  1794-1837  (“V”  numbers),  while  an 
informative  volume  by  A1  Blythe,  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  is  useful  for  the 
collector  of  later  issues. 

Collecting  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  is  a 
pleasant  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  our  clients  have 
built  nice  displays  within  this  specialty. 

AU  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  Valentine-1.  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  gray  and 
lilac  surfaces  with  hints  of  iridescence.  Popular 
date  and  type.  Scarce,  too . 3,495 

The  1 800  half  dime  represents  the  first  year  of  the  Draped 
Bust  obverse  design  (first  employed  in  this  series  in  1796) 
with  the  new  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse. 

1830  V-5b.  Rarity  5.  VF-20.  Small  scratch  on  re¬ 


verse . 125 

1831  V-6.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 260 


Superb  Proof  like  Gem  1833 


1833  V-l.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem.  The  ob¬ 
verse  resembles  a  full  Proof  and  the  reverse  is 
frosty.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  toning.  One  of  the 
finest  half  dimes  of  this  era  to  survive . 4,985 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1 834  V-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Much  original  lustre  remains. ..  235 

1835  V-3.  Large  Date.  Large  5C.  MS-63.  Brilliant 

and  lustrous . 575 

1835  V-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

delicate  golden  toning . 285 

1836  V-4.  AU-50 . 210 

1 837  V-l .  large  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and 

lilac  toning.  Last  year  of  the  design  type . 595 

1837  V-2.  Small  5.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Rare!  .  495 


Gem  1837  Capped  Bust  5C 


1837  V-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  Capped  Bust  style.  A 
superb  gem  specimen,  brilliant  and  lustrous. 
The  obverse  is  prooflike . 5,650 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  the  design . 1,950 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have 
been  seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for 

a  reasonable  price,  see  this  one! .  2,250 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your  type 

set . 695 

1838  No  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty. . 425 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful 
light  iridescent  toning.  A  superb,  dazzling  gem 
specimen!  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this 
one;  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  collec¬ 
tion .  2,450 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 

lustrous  gem . 725 

1 84 1-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  Early 
New  Orleans  issue . 395 

1844  V-3b.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partly  repunched 

date.  Light  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  frosty 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  example . 2,095 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin  with  gor¬ 
geous  electric  blue  toning  around  the  rims, 
changing  to  magenta  and  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 


ters.  Undoubtedly  from  an  old-time  collection. 

You’ll  like  this  one! . 795 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 795 

Incredible  Gem  1849/6 
1849/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 

seen . 3,250 

1850  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1852-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  so  nice . 495 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in 
all  grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the 
specialist .  1,895 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  little 
gem.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Splendid.  ...  375 
1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  toning.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Just  pur¬ 


chased . 265 

1853  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 145 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 10 


1853-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus- 


Dr.  Harry  Salyards  Writes 

“Dear  Dave: 

“I  enjoyed  Rare  Coin  Review  #107  (as 
always!)  but  must  chide  Jim  Snedeker  for 
not  only  repeating  the  old  allegation  that 
the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice 
‘got  to’  the  T reasury  over  the  1916  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter  (with  no  more  proof 
than  anyone  else  has  ever  offered  for  that 
assertion  i.e.,  zero),  but  also  for  attributing 
the  supposed  1917  “outcry”  to  the  per¬ 
sonal  leadership  of  Anthony  Comstock — 
a  miraculous  interventioning  indeed,  for 
Comstock  died  September  21,  1915. 

“Kind  regards,” 

— Harry 
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trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 


Mint  cousin . 950 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 825 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1854  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 145 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 135 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 
few  hints  of  delicate  toning . 975 


1 856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 675 

As  a  general  rule,  New  Orleans  Mint  half  dimes  in  Mint 
State  are  much  rarer  than  their  Philadelphia  counterparts. 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1856-0  EF-40 . 95 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck.  Lustrous 
and  beautiful.  Consider  this  beauty  for  your 
type  set! . 1,650 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 695 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  AU-50 . 295 

The  engraver  at  the  Mint  first  punched  the  1858  date 
logotype  upside  down,  realized  his  error,  and  then  corrected 
it.  However,  much  of  the  inverted  date  error  is  still  sharply 
visible.  One  of  the  most  curious  errors  in  American  numis¬ 
matics. 

1859  Proof-62  (NpC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 725 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  Anthony 
Paquet.  There  are  slight  differences  in  the  obverse  design, 
most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and  somewhat  slim¬ 
mer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  branch  mint 
gem,  richly  toned  in  shades  of  gunmetal-blue 
and  deep  gold.  A  prize  acquisition  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 


Gem  1860  Transitional  Half  Dime 
1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  issue. 
Obverse  of ’59,  reverse  of ’60.  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  classic,  highly  desired  and  quite  famous  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  half  dime  series.  A  far  above  average 
specimen  of  this  issue,  which  normally  is  very 
flatly  struck.  The  obverse  is  well-struck  on 
nearly  all  stars  (the  stars  have  hollow  points;  a 
feature  of  the  1859  year,  and  additionally  used 
only  on  this  1860-dated  transitional  half  dime, 
not  on  other  1860  pieces).  The  reverse  is  far 
above  average.  From  the  viewpoint  of  quality, 
this  piece  is  in  the  upper  1 0%  of  surviving  speci¬ 
mens . 7,250 

Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden  stated  that  just  100 
of  these  were  struck.  This  is  sometimes  known  as  the  “state¬ 
less”  half  dime  inasmuch  as  the  legend  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  appears  nowhere  on  the  coin! 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  beautiful.  ..395 
1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 


Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  Finest  we  have  ever 

seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 

1862  AU-58 .  so 


Dazzling  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 
business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 3,195 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted,  very  few  of 
which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin)  payments  were  sus¬ 
pended  from  mid-1 862  until  well  into  the  1 870s.  Collectors 
desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1863  date  ordered  Proofs.  Busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous.  A 

high-grade,  outstanding  quality  specimen  of 
this  Civil  War  era  date . 1,295 

1865- S  AU-58.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .495 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 

a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  type  coin . 699 

1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 950 

1867- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1868- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  beautiful  gem 

of  exceptional  quality. . 985 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  rare  in 
Mint  State,  as  at  the  time  there  was  no  numismatic  interest 
in  collecting  mintmark  varieties.  The  demand  for  the  1 868 
date  was  filled  by  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  survival  of  a  gem 
Mint  State  coin  such  as  this  1868-S  is  strictly  a  matter  of 
chance.  Many  if  not  most  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of 
this  era  were  sent  to  the  Orient. 

1869  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1871  AU-55.  Light  gray  toning . 75 

1871-S  MS-63.  Brilliant,  satiny  lustre . 550 

Mintmark  above  bow,  as  always  on  1871-S. 

1871- S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 199 

1872- S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Attractive  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
over  deeply  frosted  surfaces . 1,195 

1872- S  Mintmark  in  wreath.  MS-63 . 249 

1873- S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  probably 
as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  minted!  ....  435 

Dimes 

Basic  information:  Early  dimes  1796-1837  are 
described  with  “JR”  numbers,  short  for  John  Reich 
(an  early  engraver  at  the  Mint),  as  described  in  the 
excellent  book  Early  United  States  Dimes  (1796- 
1837)  by  David  Davis  and  co-authors.  The  special¬ 
ist  in  later  dimes  may  wish  to  acquire  other  useful 


volumes  on  the  series,  including  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  (Brian  Greer),  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Barber  Dimes  (David  Lawrence),  and  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes  (David  W. 
Lange).  Each  of  these  contains  valuable  data  per¬ 
taining  to  striking,  varieties,  rarity,  and  availability. 
Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins  looms  large  over  this  and  other  se¬ 
ries,  and  contains  a  wealth  of  information. 


Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1829  JR-7.  AU-50 . 375 

1834  JR-5.  Large  4.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 325 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1838  Large  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1839-0  Small  O.  EF-40 . 110 


1840  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  very 
sharply  struck,  and  highly  lustrous.  A  truly 
outstanding  early  Liberty  Seated  dime.  .  1 ,250 
1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 

equivalent  pieces  exist . 1,100 

1846  AU-53  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
exceedingly  important  date.  Seldom  offered 
above  VF  grade.  Just  purchased,  and  listed  here 

for  the  First  time . 1 ,895 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 

struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series . 1 ,850 

The  1853  No  Arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at 
the  time  they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in 
face  value). 

1853  No  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
and  highly  lustrous.  Lightly  toned  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  MS-60  grade;  conserva¬ 
tively  graded  in  our  opinion . 435 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Popular  type  coin . 750 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned.  A 

beauty! . 750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-60.  Lightly  toned  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 345 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice! ....  1,795 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  Finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 


New  Orleans  issue . 2,295 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1 ,450 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 1,095 
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18S1)  MS-6-*  (PlGS).  Lustrous  with  gorgeous  blue 

and  rose  peripheral  toning . 1,095 

1860-0  F-12.  Classic  rare  issue;  last  pre-Civil  War 

New  Orleans  dime . 750 

1 860-S  AU-53.  Old-style  design  with  obverse  stars, 
UNI  I  LD  STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  reverse. 

Scarce  in  all  grades,  rare  in  AU . 795 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  pur¬ 
chased  . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  this  coinage  went  to  the 
Orient  and  was  melted. 

1 866  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  classic  low-mintage  dates  of 


this  era . 875 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  EF-45 . 135 

1873  G-103.  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  EF-40  (ANACS 
Cache).  Centered  date . 119 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10«t 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 


coin . 2,350 

1873  Arrows.  AU-58 . 395 


Gem  1873-S  Arrows  Dime 
1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem 
with  delicate  golden  and  iridescent  toning. 
Combined  in  one  coin  are  the  aspects  of  high 
grade,  rarity,  and  aesthetic  appeal.  The  special¬ 
ist  and  connoisseur  will  find  this  superb  piece 
to  be  a  highlight  in  his  or  her  collection.3,495 

In  this  grade,  the  1 873-S  is  at  least  a  dozen  times  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 


1874  Arrows.  EF-45.  Steel-gray  toning . 159 

1875  AU-55 . 65 

1875-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mintmark  in  wreath. 

Brilliant.  Popular  Carson  City  issue . 395 

1875-CC  MS-60.  Mintmark  in  wreath.  Brilliant 

with  light  golden  toning . 249 

1875-CC  EF-40.  Mintmark  in  wreath . 45 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mintmark  below  bow. 
Brilliant . 525 

1875- S  Breen-3378.  Mintmark  above  bow.  MS-63 

(ANACS  Cache).  Light  golden  toning . 225 

1876- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning.  Very  lustrous.  Always  popular  “CC”  is¬ 
sue . 695 

1876-S  Type  II.  AU-58 . 95 

1878  MS-62  PQ  (Hallmark) . 185 

1878  Type  II.  AU-50 . 59 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  frosty  gem  with  a 

whisper  of  light  toning.  Very  low  mintage  busi¬ 
ness  strike  issue . 1,650 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 

rare .  795 

1880  Proof-50.  Rare . 325 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  ...875 


1880  G-103.  AU-50.  Rare . 395 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 


Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1885  AU-58 . 69 

1886  MS-60 . 125 

1886  AU-55 . 59 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,195 


Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heatons  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1 886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  thus  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886-S,  thus 
increasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition  the  886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be  seen, 
the  availability  of  an  1886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  offered  is 


a  very  special  occasion. 

1889  MS-64.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 435 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 775 


The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this 


era. 

1889-S  MS-60 . 385 

1889-S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and  frosty, 
with  strong  claims  to  a  higher  grade.  A  key  is¬ 
sue . 385 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890  AU-58 . 69 


1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 
delicate  toning.  Of  somewhat  scarce  mintage, 
about  one-sixth  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint 

counterpart . 975 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

proof  like . 750 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 

somewhat  prooflike . 750 

1890-S  AU-50 . 145 


1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
touch  of  attractive  toning.  Last  year  of  Liberty 


Seated  coinage . 435 

1891  MS-63 . 215 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 135 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1 860. 


1891-0  AU-50 . 65 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


Barber  Dimes 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 


golden  toning.  First  year  of  the  type . 725 

1892  AU-58.  Attractive  toning . 79 

1892-0  AU-58 . 110 

1892- S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned . 245 

1893  AU-58 . 110 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 175 


1894  Proof-64.  Light  gold  iridescence.  Especially 
desirable  year  as  related  business  strikes  are 
scarce.  You’ll  like  the  quality  of  this  one!  ..795 

1 894-0  AU-55.  Exceptionally  difficult  to  locate  at 
this  grade  level.  A  “find”  for  anyone  assembling 
a  high-grade  circulated  set . 750 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty 
gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years 
will  elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  busi¬ 


ness  strike  in  stock . 1 ,995 

1895  AU-50.  Scarcest  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 

Barber  dimes.  Just  purchased . 525 

1895-S  AU-58.  Lightly  toned.  Virtually  Mint 

State . 350 

1895-S  EF-40 . 195 


1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 
this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 750 

1896  AU-55 . 115 

1896-0  MS-60.  Key  issue.  Lightly  cleaned.  Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed  (as  always) . 725 

1896-S  AU-55.  Small  marks  on  obverse  (we  de¬ 
ducted  $200+  for  these,  but  you  be  the 
judge) . 435 

1897  MS-60 . 129 


Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 


beauty. . 2,950 

1898  MS-60 . 99 

1898- S  AU-58 . 195 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1899  AU-58 . 75 

1899- S  AU-55 . 110 

1900  AU-58 . 75 

1900- 0  AU-50 . 425 

1900-0  VF-20 . 119 

1900- S  AU-58 . 119 

1901- 0  AU-58 . 199 

1902  AU-58 . 75 

1902- 0  MS-60 . 425 

1902- S  MS-62.  Lustrous,  with  some  marks.  .495 

1903  AU-58 . 75 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903- 0  AU-50 . 115 

1904  AU-58 . 85 

1904- S  MS-60.  Lightly  Cleaned . 525 

1905  AU-58 . 75 

1905- 0  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 125 

1905-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Gunmetal-blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Just  purchased . 529 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1905-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find 
in  this  grade.  A  quality  piece . 275 

1905- S  AU-58 . 125 

1906  MS-60.  Lustrous . 99 

1906  AU-58 . 75 

1906- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 235 

1906-D  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint.  1 19 
1906-0  MS-63 . 319 


1906-S  MS-63.  Earthquake  year  (was  this  coin 
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made  before,  or  after?) . 

. 525 

1915  AU-55 . 

1907  AU-58 . 

. 75 

1916  Barber  AU-58. ... 

1 907- D  MS-60 . 

. 285 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-58. 

1907-S  AU-58 . 

. 175 

1916-S  Barber.  AU-50 . 

1908  Breen-3561.  Triple-punched  8  in  date.  AU- 


58 . 139 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  date.  AU-58.  .  145 

1909  AU-58 . 75 

1909- D  AU-55 . 295 

1909- 0  MS-60.  Last  issue  of  the  New  Orleans 

Mint . 199 

1910- D  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 135 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

1911  AU-58 . 75 

191 1- D  AU-58 . 85 

191 1- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 795 

1912- D  AU-58 . 75 

1912- S  MS-60 . 129 

1912-S  AU-55 . 95 


1913  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  cameo  gem.  An 
outstanding  specimen  that  will  hold  its  own 

with  even  some  Proof-65  examples . 1,350 

1913  AU-58 . 75 


1913-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 
Seldom  seen  in  this  combination  of  high  grade 
level  and  excellent  quality.  One  of  the  prizes 
from  our  recent  coast-to-coast  buying  trip.  First 


order  gets  it  for  pnly . 995 

1913- S  AU-55 . .’. . 315 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914  MS-63.  Lustrous . 159 

1914  MS-60.  Lustrous . 99 

1914  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 75 

1914- D  AU-58 . 75 

1914-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 175 

1914-S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned . 65 


Memiry  Dimes 

Basic  information:  Designed  by  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  noted  sculptor  who  also  produced  the 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  this  series  has  been 
popular  from  the  early  days  onward.  The  new  sil¬ 
ver  designs  of  1916 — the  “Mercury”  dime,  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar  — represented  a  high  point  in  artistry. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

From  a  small  group  of  these  put  away  at  the  time 


of  issue.  Buy  a  sparkling  gem  for  only . 58 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .52 
1916  Mercury.  AU-58 . 26 


Sharp  EF-40  1916-D  Dime 


1916-D  Mercury  EF-40  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck. 
Lightly  toned.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this 

famous  rarity.  . 2,850 

Although  264,000  were  minted  during  this,  the  first  year 
of  issue  of  the  design,  very  few  were  saved  by  the  public  or  by 
numismatists.  Accordingly,  the  1916-D  has  been  a  prime 


rarity  for  more  than  75  years. 

1916-S  Mercury.  AU-50 . 26 

1917  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1917  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 75 

1917  AU-58 . 24 


A  Nice  Letter  from  C.H. 

“Dear  Dave: 

“Congratulations  on  your  most  highly 
deserved  election  to  the  ANA  Hall  of  Fame! 
Your  election  was  surely  unanimous! 

“It  was  very  nice  to  see  you  recently  after 
a  span  of  three  years,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Panama-Pacific  mailing  piece  that  you 
bought  from  me  will  occupy  a  spot  of 
honor  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Refer¬ 
ence  Collection  ofCommemorative  Coins. 

“Finding  an  1873-CC  quarter  dollar 
ended  a  20-year  quest  for  me,  and  the  ANA 
Presidential  Award,  received  here  in  my 
hometown  and  in  the  month  of  my  50th 
birthday,  was  catching  lightning  in  a  jar — 
a  wonderful  experience!  And  the  topper’ 
was  buying  a  choice  VF  1872  cent.  Just 
back  here  after  a  40-year  hiatus,  from  a 
Noble  Numismatics  auction  in  Melbourne, 
Australia!  A  10,000-mile  transaction!” 


1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A  superb  and  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen . 1,185 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  Golden  toning.  Scarce  so 

fine! . 770 

1917-D  AU-58 . 105 

1917-D  AU-50 . 83 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  band 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

1917-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  Quite  close  to  the  Full  Band  status.  ...  315 

1917- S  AU-50 . 33 

1918  AU-55 . 48 

1918- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

1918-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  trace  of 

mottled  light  brown  toning . 259 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.  252 

1919  AU-50 . 23 

1919- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 

superb  quality. . 2,015 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 

you’ll  find  anywhere . 799 

1919-D  AU-53 . 85 


1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  of 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  coin . 810 

1919- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  whisper  of  light 

golden  toning.  Very  difficult  to  find  in  this 
quality.  . 1,285 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty. . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some 
areas  of  toning . 995 


Blazing  Gem  1921-D  Dime 


1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Nearly  full  bands.  A  bril¬ 
liant,  very  frosty  and  very  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  highly-prized  low-mintage  Mercury  dime. 
You  will  have  to  look  a  long  time  to  find  its 


equal . 3,050 

1923  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 70 

1923  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 60 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Sel¬ 
dom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1,595 

1923-S  MS-63.  Light  toning  over  lustrous  fields. 

Quality! . 395 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1923-S  MS-61  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 280 

1923-S  AU-50 . 90 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10C 
Where  Can  You  Find  Another? 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (NGC).  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have 
never  seen  a  nicer  one! . 3,295 

Splendid  Gem  1924-D  Dime 
1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 
frosty,  and  thoroughly  splendid  specimen  of  this 
issue.  One  of  dozens  of  the  newly  purchased 
Mercury  dimes  we’ve  added  to  our  inventory. 


First  order  gets  it  for  only . 3,295 

1924-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  golden  toning . 495 


1924-S  MS-64.  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  desirable  at 
this  level,  only  a  few  have  received  a  higher  grade 
from  PCGS.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  with 
deep  iridescent  gold  at  the  rim.  A  nice  coin  for 


the  quality-conscious  specialist . 899 

1924-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1924- S  MS-61  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1925  AU-55 . 26 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1925-D  AU-50 . 189 
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1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1926  MS-62.  Brilliant . 44 

1926  AU-55 . 23 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC) . 525 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  trosty.315 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS) . 350 

1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 


1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 

prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 1,875 

1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  cameo  with 
delicate  golden  toning.  A  superb  specimen  of 


one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series . 1 ,595 

1927  AU-50 . 17 


1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 


Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,250 

1928  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 320 

1928-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 589 

1928-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 570 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

splashes  of  toning  on  the  obverse . 335 

1929  MS-60.  Brilliant . 26 

1929- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 78 

1929-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 65 

1929-D  AU-58 . 28 

1929- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1930- S  AU-55 . 52 

1931  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1931  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 


1931-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever  popu¬ 
lar  due  to  its  intriguingly  low  mintage . 325 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1931-D  MS-65  (PCI).  A  frosty  gem.  Virtually  full 
bands  on  the  reverse . 275 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1 93 1-S  AU-50 . 38 

1934  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1934- D  MS-65-  Brilliant . 85 

1935  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 58 

1935  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 23 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1935- D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 38 

1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  gem  with 

gorgeous  light  iridescent  toning  around  the  pe¬ 
riphery.  You  would  have  to  search  long  and  hard 
for  the  equivalent  of  this  specimen.  A  prize  item 
for  the  connoisseur.  Rarest  of  the  Proof  Mercury 
dime  dates . 1,650 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 252 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 32 

1937  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 24 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 52 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1938  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1938- D  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 119 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing .  265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 295 


1939- D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 36 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 23 

1940  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1940- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1940-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 44 

1940- S  MS-63 . 17 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

194 1- D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 19 

194 1-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

194 1-S  MS-63 . 17 


Mint  State  1942/1  Overdate 


1942/1  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Quite  rare 
in  true  Mint  State;  at  least  100  to  200  times 
rarer  than  in  worn  grades.  This  piece  is  lustrous 
and  has  the  overdate  boldly  defined.  A  prize 
coin  for  the  Mercury  dime  specialist . 2,150 


1942/1  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 525 

1942/ 1-D  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  A  sharp  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  rarity. . 625 

1942/ 1-D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 

1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 575 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1942- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 30 

1943- D  MS-65  FB . 32 

1943-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 18 

1943- S  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 23 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 10 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 28 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 22 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast!  Buy  one  for:  . 20 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1944-S  MS-63 . 10 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945- D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 32 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  offered  at  this  spe¬ 
cial  price! . 20 

1945-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 24 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945-D  MS-63 . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  224 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 23 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 
1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 36 


1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 


in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces,  one 
of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates  or 


Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1 ,295 

Itoosevcll  Dimes 

1948  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1953-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 


20^  Pieces 

1875  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue;  first 

year  of  the  denomination . 450 

1875  AU-50.  Small  obverse  scratch.  Somewhat 
proof  like  throughout;  perhaps  a  Proof  that  was 

“spent.”  . : . 350 

1875-CC  AU-58.  Boldly  struck.  The  only  readily 
collectible  Carson  City  issue  of  this  denomination 


(the  1876-CC  being  a  legendary  rarity) . 695 

The  CC  mintmark  on  this  issue  is  from  two  separate 
impressions,  widely  spaced,  from  a  single  C  punch. 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 610 

1875-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 610 

1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

1875-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 195 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20C 
1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an  eye 
for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one! . 2,450 

Gem  1876  20«f 


1876  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  gem  specimen  of  this  low  mintage  is¬ 
sue.  A  gem  of  the  first  quality,  this  rarity  will 
delight  the  connoisseur.  Years  can  pass  between 

the  offering  of  such  a  beautiful  coin . 2,795 

1876  MS-60.  A  brilliant,  sharp,  and  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  Consider  adding  it  to 
your  type  set . 650 


Gem  Proof  1878  20<t  Rarity 


1 878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we've  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date  and  also  as  the 
last  year  of  this  short-lived  series . 3,2^0 
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Quarter  Hollars 

Basic  information:  Quarter  dollars  of  the  1796- 
1 838  years  are  described  in  The  Early  Quarter  Dol¬ 
lars  of  the  United  States  1796-1838,  byA.W.  Brown¬ 
ing  (“B”  numbers),  revised  by  Walter  Breen.  Col¬ 
lectors  of  later  quarters  will  find  such  titles  as  Larry 
Briggs  excellent  study  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Quarters  (David 
Lawrence),  and  Standing  Liberty  Quarters  (J.H. 
Cline)  to  be  a  desirable  adjunct  to  their  numismatic 
pursuit. 

Draped  Bust  Quarters 

1804  B-l.  Rarity-3.  VG-10.  Light  lilac  and 
gray  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  key 


issue .  1,395 

1806/5  B-l.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 330 

1806  B-4.  Rarity-3.  F-l  5 . 495 

1806  B-9.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning.  Just 

purchased . 750 

1806  B-9.  F-l  5 . 395 

1806  B-9.  F-12 . 375 

1807  B-l.  G-5.  Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  and  Fleraldic  Eagle  reverse . 199 

1818/5  B-l.  Overdate.  VF-20 . 350 

1818  B-2.  VF-30 . 365 

1818  B-2.  VG-10 . 95 

1818  B-3.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725 

1818  B-3.  VG-10.  a . 95 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-l  5 . 185 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-12 . 125 

1818  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-l  5 . 195 

1818  B-6.  Rarity-5.  Late  Die  State.  F-l  5 . 250 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  F-12 . 135 

1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1818  B-10.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 145 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 215 

1819  B-3.  F-l  5 . 165 

1820  B-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  lilac,  gray, 

and  iridescent  toning.  A  splendid  coin  for  the 
advanced  collector . 1,450 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-l  5 . 195 

1820  B-2.  VG-8 . 85 


1820  B-4,  Breen-3902.  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache). 

Pleasing  light  gray  and  iridescent  toning.  .  825 

Order  Todayy  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson,  Mark 
Borckardt,  or  Chris  Karstedt  about  our 
overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just  $  1 0 
on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses  any¬ 
where  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow!  1-800-222-5993. 


1820  B-5.  Rarity-5.  F-12. 

ters  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint . 

. 1,950 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 

1851-0  VF-30 . 

. 725 

1821  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 

1851-0  VF-20 . 

. 625 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20. 

1853/4  VF-20  (PCI).  Scarce  “backward 

’  overdate; 

the  undertype  figure  is  later  than  the  final  fig- 

Rare  1822  25/50  C.  Quarter  ure! . 225 


1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  First  year  with  arrows  at  the  date  and 
without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,550 

1855  Arrows.  AU-55  (NGC) . 295 

1860  MS-60.  Lustrous . 325 

1860-0  AU-50  (NGC) . 375 

1861  AU-58 . 150 


1822  B-2.  25  over  50  C.  VG-10.  Lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Quite  attractive  overall.  The  error  fea¬ 
ture  is  very  bold.  One  of  the  most  popular  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  The  engraver  thought  he  was 
working  on  a  half  dollar  die,  punched  in  the 
denomination  50  C.,  realized  his  gaffe,  and 
repunched  the  value  as  25  C.  Today,  both  de¬ 
nominations  are  still  visible . 2,895 

After  striking  these  1 822  pieces  the  reverse  die  was  kept 
in  the  vault  at  the  Mint  and  brought  out  again  in  1 828,  when 
additional  pieces  were  made. 

1822  B-l.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  ..  875 


1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 395 

1828  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much 
lustre  still  remaining.  An  exceptional  coin.  Just 

purchased . 1,295 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 

1833  B-l.  EF-45 . 295 

1835  B-6.  EF-45 . 295 

1838  B-l.  AU-50 . 525 


1838  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Much 
original  lustre  remains  in  protected  areas.  Last 
year  of  the  Capped  Bust  style . 525 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1838  No  Drapery.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 325 

Splendid  1839  No  Drapery  25<t 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharply 

struck,  and  lustrous.  Ever  popular  for  type 
sets . 3,650 

1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  silver 
gray  surfaces . 875 

1840- 0  With  Drapery.  AU-50.  Light  gray-toned 

surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  first  year 
this  denomination  was  struck  in  New  Or¬ 
leans . 495 

1841- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  695 

1842- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 675 

1842-0  Small  date.  F-12.  A  classic  rarity  in  the 

series.  Just  purchased . 1 095 

1846  VF-30.  Steel-gray  toning . 59 

1847  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen, 
prooflike,  with  gorgeous  iridescent  toning.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  extant  1 847  quar- 


1 862-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Scarce  in 

all  grade,  rare  at  this  level . 1,350 

1 864  Proof-62.  Light  lilac  and  iridescent  toning.  650 
1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this  ech¬ 
elon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  The  special¬ 
ist  will  appreciate  this  beautiful  piece . 1,750 

1866-S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  A  well  struck  specimen  of 
a  Liberty  Seated  quarter  that  is  scarce  in  any 
grade,  but  which  emerges  as  a  notable  rarity  EF 
or  finer.  The  specialist  will  like  this  one! .  1,950 
1868  Proof-63.  A  splendid  coin,  mostly  brilliant, 
with  some  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 
elusive  at  this  level . 650 


Finest  Known  1872-S  25< 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  spar¬ 
kling  gem  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  a  coin  believed  to  be  far  and  away  the 
finest  known  specimen  of  the  issue.  In  just 
MS-60  (no  higher  grade  is  listed)  the  Guide 
Book  attributes  a  worth  of  $6,000  to  this  coin. 
And,  in  only  MS-60  the  issue  is  of  such  formi¬ 
dable  rarity  that  if  you  were  to  offer  twice  that 
price,  we  doubt  if  one  would  come  to  hand.  This 
present  gem  MS-65  is  of  course  much,  much 
finer  than  MS-60  and  is  much  rarer.  This  coin 
may  truly  represent  a  once-in-a-lifetime  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  spe¬ 
cialist . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 535 

1876-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 750 

1 876-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem, 
somewhat  prooflike.  An  extraordinary  coin  (just 
wait  until  you  see  it!)  . 865 

1 876- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1877- CC  MS-63  (NGC) . 595 

1878- CC  EF-45.  Last  Carson  City  issue  of  this 

denomination . 135 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
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a  whisper  of  toning.  Beautiful  satiny  fields.  Low 
mintage . 850 

1881  N1S-62  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Very 
rare  in  business  strike  lorm . 875 

1883  Proof-6-*  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age . 1,195 

188-*  MS-6-*  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
attractive  toning  around  the  rims.  A  major  rar¬ 
ity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  business 
strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such 
as  this  is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance. .  1,975 

1 885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1,850 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995 

The  late  Charles  Green,  Chicago  dealer  who  used  the 
trade  name  “R.  Green”  (his  wife’s  name  was  Ruth),  endeav¬ 
ored  to  corner  the  market  on  this  date  in  the  1940s  and  1950s, 
and  obtained  over  100  coins,  many  of  which  we  later  bought 
for  our  inventory  from  his  widow. 

1888-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. .  995 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant . 265 


its  infancy.  So  far  as  we  know,  not  even  one  original  mint  roll 
of  1896-S  quarters  was  set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue.  The 
survival  of  Mint  State  pieces  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 
On  the  other  hand,  A.C.  Gies  of  Pittsburgh,  PA,  is  said  (by 
Walter  Breen)  to  have  had  a  roll  each  of  every  Barber  quarter 
date  and  mintmark  from  1901  to  1916. 

Key  1896-S  Quarter 

1896-S  AU-50.  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  of  this 


famous  rarity.  . 3,595 

1896-S  VF-20.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series  (with 
the  1901-S  and  1913-S  being  the  other  two). 
Just  purchased . 1,095 

1897  AU-55 . 129 

1898  AU-58 . 145 

1898- S  AU-55.  Lightly  cleaned . 165 

1899  AU-58.  Attractive  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing .  145 

1899- 0  AU-55 . 295 

1899- S  AU-55 . 289 

1900  AU-58 . 145 

1900- S  AU-58 . 235 

1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 

specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  . 2,150 

1901  AU-58 . 145 


Barber  Quarters 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1892  MS-62  (NGC) . 249 

1893  MS-60 . 225 

1893  AU-58  (ANACS) . 155 

1893-0  AU-55 . 185 

1893- S  B-4135.  AU-55.  Mintmark  far  to  the  right 

and  closer  to  the  arrow  feather  than  to  the  eagle. 
The  mintmark-puncher  must  have  been  day¬ 
dreaming  on  this  one! . 395 

1894  Proof-63.  Attractive  iridescent  toning.  ..575 

1894- 0  AU-58.  Iridescent  toning . 245 

1894- S  AU-58 . 245 

1895  AU-55 . 149 

1895- 0  AU-58 . 325 

1895-0  Breen-4145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 

1895- S  Breen-4147.  AU-58.  Mintmark  far  right; 

another  interesting  issue . 315 

1896  MS-60 . 235 

1896  AU-50 . 135 

1 896- 0  AU-58.  Small  nick  on  cheek.  Brilliant  with 

most  original  lustre  still  intact.  The  reverse  if 
graded  separately  would  merit  the  MS-60  des¬ 
ignation.  You’ll  like  it . 750 


Famous  1896-S  Rarity 

1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  tiny  obverse  line 
scratch  is  hidden  by  light  golden  toning,  other¬ 
wise  the  folks  at  NGC  probably  would  have 
called  it  MS-63  or  better.  Actually,  the  reverse 
if  graded  on  its  own  is  an  MS-65.  The  1896-S 
is  one  of  the  “big  three”  rarities  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series,  the  others  being  the  1901-S  and 

1913-S.  In  terms  of  Mint  State  specimens  in  our 
stock  over  the  years,  we  have  had  fewer  1 896-S 
than  the  others . 6,795 

In  1896  interest  in  collecting  mintmark  varieties  was  in 


1901-S  25 «  Rarity 


1901-S  VG-10.  In  this  grade  the  1901-S  is  the  key 
rarity  in  the  Barber  quarter  series,  the  prime 
challenge  to  completing  a  set.  This  specimen  is 


lightly  toned  and  is  very  attractive . 3,495 

1902  AU-50 . 109 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902  EF-40 . 79 


1902-0  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  so  fine. 
Brilliant.  Another  one  of  the  hundreds  of  new 
purchases  listed  in  this  issue  (we  call  your  at¬ 
tention  to  just  a  few  of  them,  to  avoid  redun¬ 


dancy) .  550 

1902-0  AU-58 . 319 

1902-0  VF-35 . 59 

1902-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  small 

toning  spot  is  evident  on  Liberty’s  neck . 795 

1902-S  AU-58 . 329 

1902- S  VF-20 . 59 

1903  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned . 135 

1903- 0  AU-58.  Golden  and  iridescent  toning. 

Quite  scarce . 339 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 99 

1904- 0  AU-55 . 475 

1905  AU-58 . 145 

1905- S  AU-58 . 325 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219 

1905- S  F-15 . 42 

1906  AU-55 . 129 

1906- D  AU-55 . 185 


1906-0  AU-50  (PCI).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 250 


1907-0  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 195 

1907-S  AU-58 . 359 

1908  MS-60 . 210 


1908-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .295 

1908-D  AU-58 . 165 

1908-0  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  .345 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1908-0  AU-58 . 175 


1909  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  575 


1909  AU-58 . 145 

1909-D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-0  MS-60.  Lightly  cleaned . 675 

1 909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 
spect . 850 

1 909- S  AU-58 . *. . 239 

1910  AU-58 . 169 

1910- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1911  MS-63.  Gray  toned  surfaces  with  ample  ar¬ 
eas  of  brilliance . 285 

1912  AU-55 . 145 

1912-S  AU-58 . 325 

1912- S  AU-55.  Scarce  so  fine . 265 

1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 

more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector .  1,350 

1913  AU-58 . 795 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

1913- D  AU-58 . 219 

1913- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  AU-58 . 145 

1914- D  AU-58 . 145 

1914-S  MS-60 . 935 


1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 


set . 595 

1915  AU-58 . 145 

191 5- D  AU-58 . 145 

1916  AU-58 . 145 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 

Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  at¬ 
tractive .  495 

1916-D  AU-58 . 145 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Certainly,  this  is  one 
of  the  finest  Standing  Liberty  quarters  on  the 

planet . 1,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 325 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 995 

191 7-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  beautiful . 495 

1917-S  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  Just  purchased . 395 

1917  Type  II.  MS-60.  Attractive  light  toning.  159 
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1917-D  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 273 

1917-D  Type  II.  AU-50 . 135 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  Sharp, 
brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous.  An  outstanding 

gem!  Rare  so  fine . 1 ,495 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 495 

1917- S  Type  II.  AU-50 . 115 

1918/7-D  F-12  (PCGS).  Sharp  overdate.  Nice  defi¬ 
nition  of  all  details.  The  classic  rarity  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 995.00 

1918  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1918- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 795 

1918-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  ton¬ 
ing .  340 

1918-D  EF-45 . 99 

1918-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

191 8-S  AU-50 . 89 

1919  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1919  MS-63  (NGC) . 195 

1920  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  a 

superb  strike.  One  of  the  very  finest  we’ve  ever 
seen  of  this  early  date . 1,975 

1920  MS-64  (NGC) . 235 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue . 1,450 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1920-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  light  gold  toning.  1,295 

The  1921  is  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  among  the  Type  1 1  issues  (1917  to  1930). 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 825 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Nearly  full  head  details.  Nuance  of  golden 

toning.  A  beauty! . 2,495 

1923-S  VF-20 . 375 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 


Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25^ 


1924-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  sharply 
struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder-to-find 

issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Just  pur¬ 
chased .  245 

1924-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  particularly  high  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,195 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Above  average  strike,  but 

still  lacking  full  features  on  the  higher  part  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  ..235 


1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  185 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  series.  Rare 
so  fine! . 395 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize 
item  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. ...  1 ,395 

1926- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 395 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1927- D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Low  mintage  issue. 

Beautiful! . 1,895 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  mintage.  245 


Mint  State  1927-S  Rarity 


1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid,  especially  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  rarity.  Just 

acquired . 4,650 

1927-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the 
series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels,  especially  so  above 


VF. . 1,095 

1928  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1928-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1928- S  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.395 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1930  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 815 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Exceptional  quality. . 815 

1930  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1930- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 


Washington  Quarters 


1932  MS-60.  Brilliant . 25 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 895 


1 932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q. ..  895 
1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 


gorgeous,  quality  coin . 895 

1932-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 

toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-63.  Lustrous . 425 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 425 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 


1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 319 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,595 

Obverse  die  doubled,  quite  notably  so  at  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST. 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Becoming  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  so  nice . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934- D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 159 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 235 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1936  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 695 


The  1936  Proof  quarter  is  distinguished  as  having  the 
smallest  mintage  (3,837)  of  any  regular  issue  Proof  coin  from 
1 936  to  the  present.  As  such,  it  is  not  only  a  key  to  the  1 936 
Proof  set  of  five  coins,  but  is  important  overall. 

1936-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

While  the  1936-D  is  a  common  coin  in  worn  grades,  in 
Mint  State  it  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  Washington  se¬ 
ries.  In  1 936  the  numismatic  community  was  busy  with  other 
focal  points,  namely  commemorative  half  dollars  and  the 
boom  market  for  them.  1936-D  quarters  were  forgotten  in 
the  rush,  and  years  later  it  was  realized  that  only  a  few  Mint 
State  coins  had  been  saved.  Thus,  a  rarity  was  created. 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue  in  this 


grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to 

find  in  this  grade . 425 

1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  toning . 79 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1937- D  MS-66 . 185 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1939-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1939- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 69 

1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 135 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  A 

beauty!  . 675 

1940-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

194 1- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

194 1-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


All  things  being  equal,  the  presence  of 
die  breaks  has  no  effect  on  the  market 
price  of  an  18th  or  19th-century  coin. 
Among  Shield  nickels — a  series  noto¬ 
rious  for  its  die  breaks — these  add  interest,  in  my 
opinion.  However,  among  modern  coins,  a  die 
break — especially  a  spectacular  one — would  add 
quite  a  bit  of  value.  As  a  hypothetical  instance,  if 
a  modern  commemorative  coin  were  to  be  issued 
from  a  noticeably  cracked  die,  it  would  com¬ 
mand  a  premium. 

AAA 


Q 


Is  there  such  a  thing  as  an  1889/8  overdate 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar?  I  recently  bought  an 
old  issue  of  the  Guide  Book  and  saw  it  listed,  but 
later  the  listing  disappeared.  — T.C. 


Q 


Which  coin  is  scarcer  in  Mint  State,  the  1916- 
S  $10  or  the  1916-S  $20.  I  read  that  your 
company  had  a  hoard  of  500  pieces  of  each  at 
one  time.  — K.L.P. 


A 


On  this  half  dollar  the  knob  of  the  9  closely  ap¬ 
proaches  and  may  even  touch  the  upper  curve  of  the 
9,  leading  the  Numismatic  Gallery  (an  old-time 
firm  composed  of  Abner  Kreisberg  and  Abe  Kosoff)  to  use  the 
1889/8  designation,  which  later  found  its  way  into  the  Guide 
Book.  Later,  the  variety  was  studied  more  closely,  and  it  was 
concluded  that  it  was  not  an  overdate  at  all. 

A  A  A 

I  have  an  1867  Shield  nickel  which  shows  several 
die  cracks  on  the  obverse.  In  fact,  the  die  must 
have  been  falling  apart.  However,  the  reverse 
shows  no  die  cracks  at  all.  How  can  one  side  be  broken 
extensively  and  the  other  side  not  at  all?  P.S.  Hello  from 
LaCrescenta.  It  was  nice  to  see  you  at  the  recent  California 
show.  — L.E. 


A 


In  terms  of  specimens  throughout  the  numismatic 
community  today,  the  191 6-S  $  1 0  is  the  scarcer  of 
the  two  by  a  good  margin.  The  hoard  was  from  the 
vault  in  the  Bank  of  America,  North  Beverly  Drive, 
Beverly  Hills,  CA. 

AAA 


Q 


Q 

A 


A  The  obverse  die  was  probably 
a  die  that  had  been  used 
longer,  while  the  reverse  die 
may  have  been  a  fresh  replacement.  Ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  dies  were  not  replaced 
at  the  same  time.  When  one  one  die  or 
the  other  showed  problems  it  was  re¬ 
placed,  while  the  functioning  die  was  left 
in  the  press. 

AAA 

You  have  mentioned  that  a 
sharply-struck  coin  is  more 
valuable  than  a  weakly 
struck  one.  However,  what  if  a  coin 
has  die  breaks?  Does  these  make  it 
worth  more,  less,  or  is  there  no  differ¬ 
ence?  I  have  an  1876  Shield  nickel  with  three  die  breaks, 
and  I  wonder.  — P.A. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


What  does  the  term  “white  cent”  mean?  I  came 
across  this  in  an  old  catalogue.  — N.J.B. 

This  term  was  used  decades  ago  to  describe  copper- 
nickel  cents  including  Flying  Eagle  cents  1 856- 1 858 
and  Indian  cents  1859-1864.  After  1943, 
m  when  zinc-coated  steel  cents  were  made, 
the  term  faded  from  use,  as  it  became 
confused  with  the  “white”  cents  of  1943. 

AAA 

This  is  probably  a  basic  ques¬ 
tion,  but  no  one  at  my  coin 
club  knew  the  answer,  and 
one  person  suggested  that  I  write  to 
you.  Seeing  that  in  1865  there  was  a 
silver  three-cent  piece  being  made,  why 
did  the  government  also  make  nickel 
three-cent  pieces?  Same  question  for 
the  1866  Shield  nickel  when  1866  sil¬ 
ver  half  dimes  were  being  made  at  the 
same  time.  — F.H. 


Q 


A 


In  1862  the  Treasury  Department  stopped  paying 
out  silver  coins  at  par,  and  kept  them  in  vaults  or  sold 
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them  at  a  premium.  At  the  time  the  public  hoarded  silver  and  gold. 
Silver  coins  did  not  circulate  at  par  until  the  late  1 870s.  Such  issues  as 
the  1865  silver  three-cent  piece  and  1866  half  dime  did  not  circulate 
at  the  time  they  were  made  and,  thus,  were  useless  to  commerce. 
Instead,  paper  Fractional  Currency  notes  took  their  place.  The  govern¬ 
ment  believed  that  the  nickel  three-cent  and  five-cent  pieces  would 
circulate;  not  being  made  of  a  precious  metal,  they  would  not  be 
hoarded.  And,  they  did  circulate. 

Note:  An  exception  to  the  above  occurred  with  silver  coins  minted 
on  the  West  Coast,  which  did  circulate  at  par  in  the  1860s.  For  this 
reason,  in  many  years  the  mintages  at  San  Francisco  were  more 
generous  than  those  at  Philadelphia. 

J  A  * 

As  the  Carson  City  Mint  used  two  letters,  CC,  for  its 
mintmark,  why  didn’t  the  New  Orleans  Mint  use  two 
letters  also,  as  the  letters  NO? — D.P. 

Ain  1 838  when  the  New  Orleans  Mint  began  operations  the 
O  mintmark  was  sufficient  and  was  not  confused  with  any 
other  mintmark  (the  only  other  two  at  the  time  being  C  for 
Charlotte  and  D  for  Denver).  However,  in  1 870  when  the  Carson  City 
Mint  started,  probably  someone  at  the  Treasury  Department  thought 
that  a  single  letter  C  might  be  confused  with  the  C  earlier  used  for 
Charlotte  (which  mint  operated  from  1838  to  1861). 

However,  contra,  in  1906  when  the  Denver  Mint  opened,  the 
Treasury  re-used  the  D  mintmark  which  had  been  used  decades  earlier 
for  Dahlonega. 

Thus,  there  seems  to  be  no  consistency. 

A  A  A 


QWith  a  reported  mintage  of 6,962,000  business  strikes, 
the  1901  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  silver  dollar  would 
not  appear  to  be  worthy  of  designation  as  a  “key”  issue 
or  even  close.  However,  1901  dollars  are  priced  very 
high  even  in  Mint  State.  Can  you  explain?  Thanks!  — D.S. 


A  The  1901  Morgan  dollar  is  quite  common  in  well-worn 
grades,  and  is  hardly  a  “key.”  In  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
plentiful  of  all  issues.  The  “problem” — if  it  can  be  called 
that — is  that  in  Mint  State  it  is  a  rarity.  Apparently,  most  if 
not  all  of  the  6,962,000  pieces  were  put  into  circulation  at  or  near  the 
time  they  were  minted.  Few  were  saved  in  Treasury  vaults.  Any  that 
were  saved  in  quantity  in  T reasury  vaults  were  possibly  melted  in  1918 
under  terms  of  the  Pittman  Act. 

In  1901  at  the  time  of  minting,  Uncirculated  (today  called  Mint 
State)  dollars  were  not  collected.  Rather,  the  few  specialists  in  the  dollar 
series  who  wanted  the  1901  date  opted  to  buy  a  Proof,  of  which  813 
were  struck.  To  my  knowledge,  no  one  at  the  time  considered  that 


Proof  and  business  strikes  were  different  formats.  Rather,  Proofs  were 
automatically  acquired  as  cabinet  coins,  and  business  strikes  were 
ignored. 

I  hus,  today  the  survival  of  Mint  State  1901  dollars  is  strictly  a 
matter  of  rare  chance.  Of  the  Mint  State  coins  that  do  survive,  nearly 
all  are  in  lower  grade  ranges  such  as  MS-60  through  MS-62,  and  even 
these  are  quite  scarce.  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  are  sufficiently 
rare  that  their  appearance  at  an  auction  or  in  a  price  list  would  create 
quite  a  bit  of  attention. 

A  A  A 


I  have  an  1883  Liberty  nickel,  variety  without  CENTS, 
with  die  breaks  connecting  some  of  the  stars.  Is  this 
unusual?  — M.W.S. 

A  Although  die  breaks  are  rarely  seen  on  later  Liberty  nickels 
and  would  be  especially  unusual  on  20th-century  dates  in 
the  series,  their  occurrence  on  the  1 883  without  CENTS  is 
not  particularly  unusual.  Probably,  the  Mint  in  its  effort  to  coin  a  large 
number  of  the  new  design  kept  the  dies  in  use  longer  than  the  normal 
striking  period.  (In  the  immediate  earlier  series,  Shield  nickels,  die 
breaks  are  very  common.) 

A  A  A 

How  many  1974  aluminum  Lincoln  cents  were  made? 
How  rare  are  they  today?  What  are  they  worth?  Have 
you  ever  sold  one?  — S.G. 

A  The  following  is  from  the  draft  of  a  new  book  in  progress 
(working  title:  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and 
Lincoln  Cents): 

In  December  1973  (following  a  resolution  dated  December  7) 
1,579,324  aluminum  cents  were  struck  from  1974-dated  dies  as  a 
measure  to  provide  cents  for  circulation  should  the  price  of  cop¬ 
per  continue  to  rise  to  the  point  at  which  cents  would  cost  more 
than  face  value  to  produce.  The  aluminum  cents  received  no  mar¬ 
ket  study,  and  it  was  later  realized  that  they  would  not  work  in 
vending  machines  (the  few  machines  that  still  used  cents).  Nearly 
all  were  melted. 

Meanwhile,  Mint  Director  Mary  Brooks  gave  several  dozen  to 
congressmen  and  others  to  demonstrate  the  new  metal  format.  Belat¬ 
edly,  she  asked  that  they  be  returned,  and  some  were,  but  over  a  dozen 
remained  unaccounted  for. 

Walter  Breen  ( Encyclopedia ,  1988)  estimates  13  known  and  a 
market  value  of  $  1 0,000  (assuming  the  government  would  not  seize  an 
offered  coin,  but  Uncle  Sam  probably  would).  Other  estimates  I  have 
seen  range  from  eight  to  about  25  known.  One  of  these  1974 
aluminum  cents  is  in  the  National  Numismatic  Collection  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  has  never  handled  a  1 974  aluminum 
cent.  In  a  way  it  might  be  fun  to  have  one  in  our  auction  sales, 
especially  if  one  of  our  attorney  clients  wanted  to  donate  her  or  his 
efforts  pro  bono  publico  to  establish  a  ruling  should  a  challenge  be 
mounted! 
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1942-S  MS-65  (PGGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  purchased  a 
small  group  of  sparkling  gems  and  offer  them 

for,  each . 99 

1950-S/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
gem! . 650 

Curious  and  apparently  quite  elusive  variety  with  an  S 
punched  clearly  over  the  undertype  D.  This  die  was  made 
tor  use  at  the  Denver  Mint,  but  was  then  overpunched  and 


sent  to  San  Francisco. 

1950- S/D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 525 

1951-  S  MS-64 . 22 

1952  MS-64 . 6 

1952- D  MS-64 . 6 

1952- S  MS-64 . 12 

1953  MS-64 . 6 

1953- S  MS-64 . 8 

1954  MS-64 . 6 

1954- S  MS-64 . 6 


lliill  llollais 

Basic  information:  Half  dollars  of  the  early  years 
1794-1836  are  described  by  “O”  numbers  as  delin¬ 
eated  by  A1  C.  Overton  in  his  book,  Early  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836.  The  collector  of 
later  issues  may  wish  to  acquire  the  Wiley-Bugert 
book  on  Liberty  Seated  coins,  The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves  (David  Lawrence),  and  The  Com¬ 
plete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars.  (Bruce 
Fox).  Each  of  these  volumes  gives  much  useful  data 
concerning  the  varieties  in  question. 


Flowino  Hair  Half  Dollars 


1794  Overton-101.  Rarity-4.  F-12  (ANACS 
Cache).  Pleasing  light  silver-gray  surfaces.  First 
variety  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  Ideal  for  a  type 

set . 2,495 

Outstanding  1795  0-102  50<t 

1795  0-102.  Rarity-5  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing  example,  attractively  toned  with  most 
design  features  boldly  delineated.  Although 


Don’t  Miss  the  Book  Section ! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  The  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


listed  as  Rarity-5,  overall  this  piece  ranks  among 
the  finest  known  ol  the  0-102  die  combination 
and  is  certainly  one  ot  the  finest  six  known  to 

us . 5,695 

1795  0-109.  Rarity-4.  VG-10.  A  few  obverse  ad¬ 
justment  marks,  not  usual  for  the  issue.  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  gray  surfaces . 725 

Famous  1795  Three-Leaves 
1795  0-111.  Three-Leaves.  VG-10.  Light  gray 
fields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break  (prob¬ 
ably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  issue). 
Often  a  period  of  years  will  elapse  between  of¬ 
ferings  of  one  of  these  from  our  inventory.  One 
of  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  de¬ 
nomination . 2,495 

1795  0-131.  VG-10  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive 


coin,  the  obverse  with  sharpness  of  Fine  to 
VF,  and  very  attractive.  The  reverse  is  VG-10, 
with  some  mint-caused  planchet  adjustment 
marks .  1,295 

Draped  Itnsl  Half  Dollars 

Outstanding  1797  Half  Dollar 
Classic  rarity 

1797  0-102.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toned 
surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  rarities  of  the  half  dollar  series.  ...26,500 
The  half  dollars  of  1796  and  1797  (both  dates  being  of 
the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse),  have  long  been  considered  to  be  among  the  very 
rarest  of  all  American  issues.  Among  U.S.  coins  by  design 
types,  this  issue  is  the  rarest  in  any  silver  series.  ' 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
HOLIDAY  SPECIAL 


Announcement:  Announcing  How  to  order  your  medal (s):  A  limit  of  10 
Frank  Gasparros  portrait  medal  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  medals  per  buyer  has  been  placed.  In 
Roosevelt  dated  1995,  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  event  of  oversubscription,  orders  will  be  filled 


the  passing  of  Americas  longest-term  president. 

Mr.  Gasparro,  former  chief  engraver  at  the 
U.S.  Mint  and  the  designer  of  several  famous 
United  States  coins,  has  created  especially  for 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  the  1995  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  medal.  Concern¬ 
ing  Roosevelt,  Frank  Gasparro 
commented  when  preparing 
this  design: 

“I  was  always  a  great  ad¬ 
mirer  of  FDR.  He  saved  my 
life  and  the  lives  of  many  other 
artists  in  1938  and  1939  with 
the  Federal  Art  Project.  He  was 
bigger  than  life — a  very  strong 
and  dynamic  individual.” 

Specifications:  Struck  in 
99.9%  pure  silver  and  weigh¬ 
ing  about  one  ounce,  this  medal 
will  be  produced  in  gem  Proof 
finish  and  will  be  limited  to  no 
more  than  1 ,000  specimens. 

The  reverse  will  depict  the 
famous  Bowers  and  Merena  “griffin”  trademark 
that  has  been  used  on  this  illustrious  series  of 


in  the  order  as  received.  The  price  of  each  gem 
Proof  silver  medal  is  $29.95,  or  if  three  or  more 
are  ordered,  net  $27.25  each. 

The  last  in  a  series?  This  is  not  known  as 
we  go  to  press,  but  this  medal  may  be  the  last  in 
the  long-running  series  Mr. 
Gasparro  has  created  for  us.  In 
the  years  since  we  made  our 
first  medals  (depicting  Virgil 
M.  Brand),  the  costs  associated 
with  having  these  medals  de¬ 
signed,  the  dies  engraved,  and 
the  medals  struck,  advertised, 
and  distributed,  has  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  our  cost.  At  the  same 
time  we  have  kept  quality  high 
and  the  total  number  of  pieces 
low,  so  as  to  create  a  numis¬ 
matic  souvenir  of  great  attrac¬ 
tiveness.  By  now  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  series  stands  as  the 
longest-running  continuous  se¬ 
ries  of  medals  ever  issued  by  an 
American  rare  coin  company  in  recent  times.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  this  medal  may  be  the  last  in  the  se- 


medals  ever  since  the  first  was  created  by  Frank  ries,  thus  closing  and  defining  it.  We  will  make 
Gasparro  for  us  and  struck  in  1983.  a  decision  in  1996. 

The  last  in  a  series?— Possibly! 
A  truly  great  medal?— Certainly! 
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 UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1802  0-101.  VF-35.  Medium  lilac-gray  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  rare 
in  any  and  all  grades . 1,295 


Important  1805/4  50< 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdated  half  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  this  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this. 
Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 

surfaces . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40  (NGC).  Much  lustre  still 

remains.  Just  purchased . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  VF-30.  Light  silver  surfaces.  .450 
1 806  0-1 1 5.  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  F-l  5. 
Boldly  repunched  TY  in  LIBERTY.  Five  reverse 
berries,  the  lowest  without  a  stem.  Deep  golden 
gray  surfaces.  ..r. . 255 

Late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  crack  through 
bottom  of  date  numerals  branching  into  two  cracks  through 
the  lowest  stars  on  the  left. 

1806  0-125.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Sharply  struck. 
Quite  attractive  overall.  Possibly  lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  as  always.  A 
high-grade  coin  for  a  low  price,  at . 1,450 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50<f 
Memorable  quality 


1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-55.  A  lustrous, 
frosty  specimen,  superbly  struck,  and  of  high 
aesthetic  appeal.  This  is  a  very  exciting  example 
for  the  specialist,  as  not  one  in  50  extant  half 
dollars  of  1807  is  this  nice . 2,975 

Capped  Bust  Half  Hollars 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 


verse . 215 

1807  0-113.  Small  Stars.  F-l  5. (PCGS) . 275 

1808  0-106.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Much  lustre  still 

remains .  935 

1809  0-102.  XXX  Edge.  EF-45 . 385 


1 809  0-1 05.  EF-45.  Just  purchased.  One  of  many 
popularly-priced  half  dollars  recently  added  to 


our  inventory. . 395 

1809  0-105.  VF-30.  Normal  lettered  edge....  145 

1809  0-105.  VF-20 . 105 

1809  0-106.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Much 

lustre  remains . 575 

1 809  0-1 06.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Origi¬ 
nal  lustre  can  be  seen  in  areas . 425 


1809  0-109.  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  lightly 

toned  surfaces.  A  high-grade  specimen  of  this 
early  Capped  Bust  half  dollar.  Not  easy  to  find 
at  this  level . 695 

1810  0-108.  Rarity-3.  EF-40 . 250 

1811  0-110.  MS-63.  A  sharp,  brilliant,  frosty 

specimen  of  this  early  issue.  Condition  Census 
quality.  . 1,795 


Condition  Census  1812  0-103 


1812  0-103.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with 
needle-sharp  central  details.  One  of  the  very  fin¬ 
est  we  have  seen  of  this  date,  and  certainly  Con¬ 
dition  Census  for  the  variety.  The  connoisseur 
will  love  this  one! . 2,695 

1812  0-104.  EF-40 . 215 

1813  0-106.  AU-55 . 495 

1814/3  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  at¬ 
tractive.  Notable  as  the  only  overdate  half  dol¬ 
lar  variety  of  the  year . 1,195 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin . 995 

1815/2  Half  Dollar 

1815/2  0-101.  VF-25.  Medium  gray  surfaces. 
Excellent  definition  of  detail  and  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal.  Always  in  demand . 2,250 

1817  0-1 1 0.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  significant  percentage  of  original 
lustre  still  intact . 389 

1817  0-110.  VF-35 . 159 

1818  0-107.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  lilac- 

gray  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen.  How  pleas¬ 
ant  it  would  be  to  have  a  complete  date  set  as 
nice  as  this! . 925 

1818  0-1 14a.  AU-55 . 695 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1,695 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Light 
golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant,  frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold 
toning.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 
overdate . 1,295 


1819  0-1 1 1 .  Double  Profile.  AU-50.  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  and  iridescent  toning . 595 

1820/19  0-101.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces . 1 ,395 

1820  0-105.  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  An  attrac¬ 

tive  specimen  having  satiny  lustre  and  delicate 
iridescence . 925 

1820  0-105.  EF-40 . 265 

1821  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Very 

attractive . 625 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 165 

1822/1  0-101.  MS-62  (PCGS).  So-called 

overdate.  Lustrous  with  beautiful  light  ton¬ 
ing.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  popular  0-1 0 1 

issue . 2,1  50 

Is  the  0-101  a  true  overdate?  Quite  a  few  people  think 
so  including  famous  half  dollar  authorities  M.L.  Beistle  and 
AI  C.  Overton,  and  leading  grading  services.  Others  includ¬ 
ing  Edgar  E.  Souders  in  his  new  book,  Bust  Half  Fetter,  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  not. 

1822  0-104.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  with  nearly 

all  original  mint  lustre  still  present . 619 

1822  0-110.  VF-30 . 95 

1823  0-107.  Rarity-2.  MS-62.  Condition  Census 

challenger.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned. 
Narrowly  misses  the  low  end  of  the  Condition 
Census  (MS-63)  for  the  variety. . 1 ,025 

1 824/4  0-1 1 0.  Rarity-2.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  very 
frosty. . 895 

1824  0-104.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  irides¬ 
cent  toning . 295 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 275 

1824  0-108.  Double  Profile.  MS-60.  Beautiful 

light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-108.  MS-63  (NGC).  Deeply  frosty  and 
lustrous  surfaces  with  beautiful  light  toning 
make  this  a  “dream  coin”  for  the  grade.  How 
stunning  it  would  be  to  have  a  complete  set  of 
Capped  Bust  halves  to  match  this  one! ..  1,250 

In  instances  such  as  this  we  guarantee  that  upon  seeing 
a  coin  you  will  share  our  enthusiasm  and  excitement.  If  not, 
an  instant  refund  awaits  you! 

1825  0-1 10.  Rarity-3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  silver  at  the 
centers  changing  to  splendid  delicate  iridescent 
toning  at  the  borders.  A  visual  and  aesthetic 
treat! . 875 

1825  0-116.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  cer¬ 
tain  pieces  we've  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63 
level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  895 

1826  0-102.  MS-62.  Lustrous.  Capped  Bust  half 
dollars  in  Mint  State  are  truly  beautiful  and  are 


a  challenge  to  collect . 875 

1826  0-104.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 750 

1826  0-106.  EF-45 . 260 

1826  0-106.  EF-40 . 150 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 

1826  0-1 12.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 

outstanding  coin . 625 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 


1826  0-1 18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 


pleasing  coin . 350 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 475 

1827  0-106.  EF-45 . 165 
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▲  Q.  David  Bowers,  right,  is  presented  the  first  Numismatist  of  the  Year  award  by 
outgoing  American  Numismatic  Association  President  David  L.  Ganz.  The  pre¬ 
sentation  occurred  during  the  ANA’s  convention  in  Anaheim,  California.  Money 
raised  from  the  60  persons  attending  the  ceremonies  is  earmarked  for  a  book 
publication  program.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Coin  World) 


lustrous.  A  splendid  coin . 325 

1840  Medium  Letters.  VF-30.  A  few  marks.  .235 

1841-0  EF-45 . 165 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 1 10 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS) . 350 

1852  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nicer  in  qual¬ 
ity  than  some  we’ve  seen  offered  as  MS-62  or 
MS-63 . 1,495 

Memorable  1853  Half  Dollar 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  one- 
year  design  type . 3,495 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 650 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 259 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,295 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1855/54  AU-50  (PCI).  A  sharp  specimen  of  this 
curious  and  somewhat  elusive  overdate  variety. 
A  find  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 675 

1855  Arrows.  EF-40 . 110 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lus¬ 

trous  and  very  beautiful  coin.  Not  easy  to  find 
so  nice . 1,975 

1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Several  orders 
rarer  than  1854-0  in  the  same  grade.  ...  1,975 

Notable  1855-S  Rarity 


1855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  surfaces  that  display  generous  amounts 
of  original  mint  lustre.  Important  as  the  first 
half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
also  as  a  notable  rarity  in  any  grade.  Very  few  of 


this  quality  exist . 6,950 

1856-0  AU-50 . 159 

1857  AU-50 . 149 

1857  EF-40 . 89 

1858  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1858  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  AU-50 . 149 

1858-0  EF-40 . 85 

1860-0  MS-60 . 435 

1860-0  AU-55 . 225 

1861  MS-60 . 435 


1861  C.S.A.  Restrike  Half  Dollar 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar. 
Scott  restrike.  EF-40.  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  An  excellent  addition  to  any  Liberty 


182'’ 0-1 17.  VF-25 . 65 

182'’  0-120.  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse,  lightly 
toned  reverse.  Especially  sharp.  An  attractive 

coin . 1,350 

1827  0-131.  VF-30 . 59 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1828  0-108.  EF-45 . 135 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 465 

1828  0-110.  AU-50 . 245 

1828  0-110.  VF-35 . 95 

1828  0-1 17a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50 . 350 

1828  0-122.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1829  0-111.  AU-50 . 245 

1829  0-116.  VF-35 . 95 

1830  0-110.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  toning  over 

very  lustrous  and  frosty  surfaces . 1,395 

1830  6-117.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 265 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-101.  AU-58.  (PCGS) . 295 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 545 


1832  0-115.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 


tive.  Light  toning.  A  splendid  specimen.  1,395 
1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 


toning . 

. 359 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 

. 325 

1834  0-101.  AU-55 . 

. 349 

1834  0-103.  EF-45 . 

. 119 

1834  0-107.  VF-35 . 

. 65 

1834  0-108.  Rarity-2.  Large 

Date,  Small  Letters. 

AU-50.  Lustrous . 259 

1834  0-1 16.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-50. 250 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous. 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1 839  No  Drapery  at  elbow.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarcer 
than  the  variety  with  drapery.  Attractively 

toned . 795 

1839  With  Drapery  at  elbow.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and 


very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 
silver  surfaces . 1,350 

1835  0-110.  EF-40 . 95 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1,750 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

Gem  1836  Lettered  Edge  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 

1838  VF-20 . 85 

1839-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Popular  style  with  obverse 
mintmark  as  also  used  on  the  legendary  1838- 
O  rarity.  Just  purchased.  First  order  gets  it  for 
only . 1,250 
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UNITED  states  silver  coins 


Seated  half  dollar  collection . 2,850 

In  1879  Capt.  John  W.  Haseltine  secured  the  original 
Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar  die,  from  which 
four  specimens  had  been  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in 
1861.  As  original  pieces  were  non-collectible,  Scott  sought 
to  satisfy  numismatic  demand  for  a  souvenir  of  the  Confed¬ 
eracy  by  making  restrikes.  This  was  done  by  acquiring  500 
1861-0  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  circulation,  grind¬ 
ing  off  the  reverse  design,  placing  the  resulting  one-sided 
coin  in  a  tight  collar  and  stamping  it  with  the  Confederate 
die.  The  result  was  a  flattened  obverse  (but  with  features  still 
very  clear)  and  with  the  reverse  appearing  quite  like  the  origi¬ 
nal,  but  with  some  weaknesses. 

1861-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  ...675 
The  1861-0  is  interesting  in  that  some  were  made  un¬ 
der  federal  auspices,  some  were  made  by  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  the  latest  ones  were  struck  under  the  jurisdiction  of 


the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

1865-S  AU-50 . 325 

1 867- S  AU-50 . 199 

1868  AU-50 . 325 

1868  VF-20 . 135 

1868- S  AU-55 . 255 

1868- S  AU-50 . 225 

1869  MS-61 . 475 

1869  MS-60.  Special,  while  a  small  hoard  of  eight 

pieces  lasts.  Each:  . 409 

1869  AU-55 . 219 

1869  EF-40 . 110 

1869- S  AU-50 . 375 

1871-S  EF-40.  Gray  toning . 85 

1873  Closed  3.  EF-40 . 129 


1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3  Rarity 


1873  No  Arrows.  Open  3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light 
silver  gray  surfaces.  Exceedingly  rare  variety. 
Listed  but  unpriced  in  the  Guide  Book.  This  is 
possibly  the  first  specimen  to  appear  in  one  of 
our  catalogues  of  coins  for  sale.  A  specialist’s 
dream  come  true . 4,195 

It  is  apparent  that  nearly  all  of  the  1 873  half  dollar  coin¬ 
age  Without  Arrows  was  from  Closed  3  dies  made  early  in 
the  year. 

Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  50<J 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
gem,  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  an  aesthetic 
value  associated  with  an  even  higher  grade.  One 


of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Ideal  for  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 3,795 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning. 
Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces.  1 ,250 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 

and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu- 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Gorgeous  to  be¬ 
hold!  Quality! . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous.  A  bit  conservatively  graded,  in  our 
opinion;  this  would  easily  pass  for  MS-62  and 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-63.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 1,295 

1874  Arrows.  AU-55 . 395 

1874  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

somewhat  prooflike.  Ever  popular.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 495 

1875  AU-50 . 175 


Superb  Gem  1875-S  50C 


1875- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck 

gem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a  piece 
nicer  than  this  one! . 2,795 

1876  AU-50 . 185 

1876- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  prooflike  sur¬ 

faces  with  a  splash  of  golden  toning.  A  very 
beautiful  piece . 1,395 

1876- CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 

of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set . 925 

1877- S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,625 

The  No  Drapery  issue  is  about  three  times  scarcer  than 


Collectors'  Edition 

The  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection  sale 
of  U.S.  half  dollars  1794  to  date  is  coming 
on  January  25,  1 996,  and  you  can  be  a  part 
of  it.  A  special  collectors  edition  of  the 
catalogue,  hardbound  and  limited  to  500 
signed  copies,  is  now  being  written  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  and  Mark  Borckardt,  and 
with  superb  illustrations  by  Doug  Plasencia, 
it  will  forever  be  a  reference  in  the  series. 
Moreover,  the  catalogue  is  a  work  of  numis¬ 
matic  art  and  will  furnish  hours  ofenjoyable 
contemplation  and  reading. 

See  pages  18-19  for  our  special  offer. 


the  regularly-seen  With  Drapery  style  (but  we  are  assigning 
no  premium  for  this  feature).  The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused 
by  die  polishing  (which,  in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 1,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whisper 

of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1879  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem,  delicately 

toned.  An  aesthetic  delight . 1,750 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen 

of  this  rare  year . 1 ,495 

Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 
of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1888  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  rarity.  ....410 
1891  EF-45 . 175 


Karber  Half  Hollar.s 


1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  First 

year  of  the  design . 735 

In  1891  the  Mint  invited  artists  from  the  private  sector 
to  submit  designs  for  new  silver  coin  motifs.  A  panel  of  three 
people  including  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  and  Chief 
Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber  reviewed  the  entries  and  con¬ 
cluded  that  none  was  worthy  of  consideration.  At  the  time  it 
was  envisioned  that  outside  artists  could  improve  upon  the 
art  created  within  the  Mint.  The  time  had  not  yet  come,  and 
Barber  created  the  new  motifs  to  be  used  on  the  dime,  quar¬ 
ter,  and  half  dollar  of  1892.  Years  later  in  1905  Saint-Gaudens 
was  commissioned  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  rede¬ 
sign  the  entire  coinage,  and  in  1 907  the  first  and  only  fruits 
of  this  appeared,  the  new  $  1 0  and  $20  designs.  The  sculptor 
died  of  cancer  in  the  summer  of  1907.  Later,  other  private 
artists  created  numerous  coin  designs  including  many  com- 
memoratives. 


1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 


issue . 995 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892- S  AU-58 . 795 

1893  AU-58 . 425 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 395 

1893-S  AU-55 . 695 


1894  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  gem.  Virtually  of 
Proof-65  quality;  compare  and  see.  An  out¬ 
standing  piece . 1,565 

1894  AU-58.  Small  rim  bump . 425 

1894-0  AU-55 . 410 

1894-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 

1894- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Just 

purchased . 395 

1895  AU-58 . 469 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 

gold . 365 

1895- 0  AU-55 . 435 

1895- S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 425 

1896- 0  AU-58.  Rare  issue . 875 


1896-S  AU-58.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 
1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 


have  seen.  We  guarantee  you’ll  agree!  ....  1,695 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1897  AU-55 . 369 


1897-0  F-12.  Mintage:  632,000  business  strikes, 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  108 


Page  33 


UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  COINS 


the  10th  lowest  in  the  series.  Silver  gray  with 
iridescent  blue  and  violet  highlights.  A  lew  scat¬ 
tered  marks  are  noted . 295 


18l)8  MS-62.  Brilliant,  Irosty,  and  lustrous.  An 


outstanding  coin . 595 

1898  AU-58 . 389 

1898- 0  AU-58 . 695 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899  AU-50 . 349 

1899- 0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 419 

1899- S  AU-58 . 525 

1900  AU-55 . 369 

1900- S  AU-55 . 399 

1901  MS-60 . 475 

1901  AU-55 . 369 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901- 0  MS-60 . 1,495 


190 1-S  AU-58.  Exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  in 
AU  grade.  One  of  the  foremost  keys  to  the  Bar¬ 
ber  half  dollar  series  at  this  grade  level.  .1,195 
1902  AU-58  (PCGS).  Most  original  mint  lustre  is 
still  intact.  Attractive  light  golden  toning.  375 


1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- S  AU-55 . 469 

1903- 0  AU-58 . 550 

1903-S  AU-55 . 465 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1905  AU-55.  Scarce . 389 


1905-0  AU-55.  Mottled  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 


ing . 535 

1905- S  AU-58 . 460 

1906- D  AU-58 . 419 

1906-0  AU-58 . 435 

1906-S  AU-50.  Gray  and  lilac  toning . 340 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907  AU-58 . 419 


1 907-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a  hint  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 875 


1907-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 


Somewhat  scarce . 675 

1907-0  AU-58 . 439 

1907- S  F-15 . 95 

1 908- D  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned . 315 

1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 

the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 
1908-0  AU-58 . 429 

1908- S  AU-55 . 425 

1909  AU-58 . 419 

1909- 0  AU-50 . 510 

191 0- S  AU-58 . 485 

1911  AU-58 . 419 

1911  AU-55 . 335 

191 1- D  AU-58 . 395 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575 

1912  AU-58 . 419 

1912- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen . 1,395 

1912-D  AU-58 . 419 

1912-D  AU-55 . 350 

1912-S  AU-55 . 395 

1913  MS-60.  Light  lilac  toning.  Rarity  wise  the 

1913  is  near  the  top  of  the  series.  Very  hard  to 
find  in  this  grade . 995 


1913-D  AU-58 . 435 

1913- S  AU-58 . 495 

1914  AU-55.  Lowest  mintage  in  the  Barber  half 

dollar  series.  Rare! . 895 

19 14- S  AU-58 . 465 


1915  AU-58.  Rare,  nearly  as  much  so  as  the 


1914 . 895 

19 15-D  AU-50 . 340 

191 5-S  AU-58 . 419 


1 9 1 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 325 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

Basic  information:  This  motif,  the  work  of  noted 
sculptor  Adolph  A.  Weinman  (who  also  designed 
the  Mercury  dime),  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  American  series.  In  general,  dates  from  1916 
through  1929  are  scarce  in  Mint  State,  with  1917 
(Philadelphia)  being  a  notable  exception.  There 
were  no  pieces  struck  from  1930  through  1932. 
Beginning  in  1933,  production  was  continuous 
through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1947,  with  P-D-S 
sets  being  made  of  certain  years,  including  all  years 
from  1941  through  1946. 

An  advantageous  way  to  begin  a  collection  is  to 
pick  a  grade  range,  and  acquire  one  of  each  variety 
from  1933  through  1947.  The  present  listing  offers 
quality  pieces  in  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  levels, 
all  lustrous  and  of  hand-selected  quality.  Due  to  the 
popularity  of  the  series,  we  request  that  you  give  al¬ 
ternate  choices  when  you  order;  these  alternates  will 
be  used  only  if  the  first  requests  have  been  sold. 
1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  just  purchased. 490 
1916  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous  surfaces. 


Very  pleasing . 310 

1916  EF-45 . 175 


1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  With  mintmark  on  ob¬ 
verse  as  used  this  year  and  in  early  1917.  .  850 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.  Bril¬ 

liant,  lustrous,  beautiful,  and  in  this  degree  of 
beauty,  rare.  . 1,935 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning  around  the  borders . 235 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 

lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level .  2,1 50 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The 
connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-40 . 165 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 1 ,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS 
Cache) . 1,195 

Gorgeous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Quality!  3,175 


1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1918-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,125 

1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous . 2,125 


Brilliant  Gem  1919  50C 
Outstanding  Quality! 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 
very  nice  strike;  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever 
see  in  this  grade  level  or,  perhaps,  even  at  the 
MS-65  level  as  well.  Quality! . 3,595 

1919- S  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  If  you  look  care¬ 

fully  you  can  see  some  original  mint  lustre  in 
protected  areas . 895 

Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 

1920- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  One  of  the  prizes 
from  our  recent  buying  trip.  Quite  hard  to  find 


this  nice! . 2,525 

1920-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  minor  hair¬ 
lines.  Very  scarce  in  this  grade . 1 ,090 


A  Particular 

“Dear  Gail, 

“The  1934-D  Walking  Liberty  half  that 
you  sent  last  month  is  a  very  attractive  coin. 

I  can  hardly  wait  to  see  what  you  have 
selected  for  this  month.  Enclosed  is  my 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  payment. 
“Several  years  ago  I  bought  a  1 900  Barber 


1934-D  50<t 

half  and  I  just  recently  got  around  to  com¬ 
paring  it  to  those  you  have  sent  to  me.  It  fits 
in  very  well,  so  you  may  mark  1900  off  the 
list  of  those  still  needed. 

“Best  wishes  to  you  and  all  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  staff.” 

— A.S. 
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Classic  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series . 3,450 

1921  Half  Dollar  Rarity 
1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest-mintage  issue  among 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 

1921  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  original  lus¬ 
tre.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  classic 

issue . 2,365 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 1,595 


1921-D  Rarity 


1921-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  lowest  mintage 


issue  in  the  series . 4,995 

Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 
1921-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Ample  original  lustre  still 
remains.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Rare  in 

all  grades . 2,695 

1921-D  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  Always  in  de¬ 
mand  due  to  its  rarity  and  desirability.  Lowest 

mintage  of  the  series.  Just  purchased . 2,095 

1921-D  EF-40.  Light  silver  surfaces.  Mint  lustre 
remains  in  some  protected  areas  A  very  nice 
example  of  the  centerpoint  coin,  mintage-wise, 
in  the  Liberty  Walking  series;  only  208,000  were 
struck . 1,950 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen.  Me¬ 
dium  gray  surfaces  with  a  few  areas  of  deep  gray. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  rarity-laden  year.  ...  4,650 
1923-S  EF-40 . 219 

t 

Exceptional  Gem  1927-S  50<t 
1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 
far  above  average  strike.  Another  prize  from  our 
recent  coast-to-coast  buying  trip.  Where  can 
you  find  another  specimen  with  such  nice  aes¬ 


thetic  appeal? . 3,350 

1928-S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache) . 770 


Remarkable  1929-D  Gem  50« 

1929-D  MS-65  (NCC).  Brilliant,  frosty  and 
sharply  struck . 2,325 

Extraordinary  Gem  1929-D  50< 

1929-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous, 
and  sharply  struck.  This  1929-D  is  of  the  qual¬ 
ity  that  you  could  look  at  1 00  pieces — if  indeed 
you  could  locate  that  many — over  a  period  of 
years  and  find  none  nicer  than  this  and  perhaps 
just  one  or  two  that  qualify  as  peers.  A  rare,  rare 

opportunity. . 2,325 

1929-D  AU-50 . 169 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 

has  it  all! . 2,495 

1929-S  EF-45 . 95 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50<t 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of  the 


finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence . 3,595 

1933-S  AU-50 . 182 

1933- S  EF-40 . 47 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,125 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 495 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  HOLIDAY  SPECIAL 


Great 
Starter 
Set  of 
Franklins 

1 6  Different  Varieties 
NGC  Certified  MS-64 


You  will  receive  16  different  sparkling  Franklin  half  dollars  as 
the  basis  for  a  Fine  collection  of  one  of  America’s  favorite  coins! 
the  Franklin  silver  half  dollar  (1948-1963)  was  the  first  regular 
issue  United  States  coinage  to  feature  a  non-president.  It  is  also 
the  last  U.S.  series  to  be  minted  in  its  entirety  in  .900  fine 
silver.  This  beautiful  starter  set  will  bring  you  nearly  half  of  the 
35-coin  series  at  a  remarkable  savings.  Here’s  what  you  11  get, 
each  NGC  certified  MS-64;  1951-D  •  1951-S  •  1952  •  1953  • 
1954  •  1954-D  •  1954-S  •  1957  •  1958  •  1958-D  •  1959  • 
1960  •  1961-D  •  1962  •  1962-D  •  1963. 

A  great  gift  idea 


for  only:  $453! 
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Coin  Quiz 

Who’s  In  Charge  Here ? 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  numismatic  lead¬ 
ers,  entities,  and  prominent  figures.  How  many  can  you  iden¬ 
tify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven 
or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert 
class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct 
and  you  can  award  yourself  a  gold  medal 
with  two  blue  ribbons. 

1 .  Has  the  final  say  as  to  what  is 
printed  in  Coin  World: 

a.  George  Heath. 

b.  Beth  Deisher. 

c.  Lee  F.  Hewitt. 

d.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett. 

2.  Has  the  final  say  about  commemo¬ 
rative  coins  and  their  designs: 

a.  Citizens  Advisory  Committee. 

b.  Bill  Clinton. 

c.  Philip  Diehl. 

d.  Congress. 

3.  Ran  the  business  end  of  the  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company  for  many  years: 

a.  Charles  M.  Wormser. 

b.  Malcolm  O.E.  Chell-Frost. 

c.  Wayte  Raymond. 

d.  Thomas  L.  Elder. 

4.  Ran  the  numismatic  end  of  the  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Company  for  many  years: 

a.  John  Howard,  F.R.S. 

b.  C.J.  Edgar. 

c.  Rud  Kohler. 

d.  John  Jay  Ford,  Jr. 

3*  From  Fort  Worth  he  operated  the  Star  Rare  Coin 
Co.,  the  Numismatic  Bank  of  Texas,  and  other  entities,  but 
conducted  auctions  under  his  own  name. 

a.  Clarence  S.  Bement. 

b.  Alan  Faxon. 

c.  B.  Max  Mehl. 

d.  J.W.  Scott. 


8. 


6.  A  leading  figure  in  numismatic  publish¬ 
ing,  this  person  likes  to  mosey  around  and  find 
tokens,  medals,  and  other  numismatic  ephem¬ 
era  in  out-of-the-way  places  and  write  about 
them  in  Numismatic  News: 

a.  Clifford  Mishler. 

b.  Paul  Gilkes. 

c.  Ed  Reiter. 

d.  Kari  Stone. 

"7 •  For  many  years  this  person  ran  many  of 
the  business  affairs  of  the  Professional  Numis¬ 
matists  Guild  while  tending  his  coin  business  in 
Cincinnati. 

a.  Abe  Kosoff. 

b.  Michael  Kolman,  Jr. 

c.  Sol  Kaplan. 

d.  Sam  Koeppel. 

An  executive  with  Western  Publishing  Company,  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  A  Guide  Book  ofU.S. 
Coins: 

a.  Richard  S.  Yeoman. 

b.  A.G.  Daubree. 

c.  Robert  Friedberg. 

d.  Lewis  M.  Reagan. 

9.  During  the  Revolution  he  worked  as 
an  engineer  to  stretch  an  iron  chain  across  the 
Hudson  River  near  West  Point  to  stop  Brit¬ 
ish  ships  from  passing  beyond  this  point. 
Later  he  operated  a  private  mint  near 
Orangeburg,  NY. 

a.  Admiral  Oscar  H.  Dodson. 

b.  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry. 

c.  Curt  Teich. 

d.  Capt.  Thomas  Machin. 

10.  He  was  ex  officio  perhaps  the  largest 
“coin  dealer”  of  the  1850s: 

a.  James  Ross  Snowden. 

b.  Kerry  Gow. 

c.  George  T.  Morgan. 

d.  W.W.  Woodside. 

•*-0l  ‘P'6  ‘E'8  ‘3 

-L  ‘*'9  ‘P'L  ‘P-3  ‘9-1  :S>imSNV 


A  Letter  from  Wisconsin 

This  arrived  in  the  mail  the  other  day from  R.S.,  a  Wisconsin 
client: 

“Mr.  Bowers  &  Staff: 

“A  note  of  thanks  for  the  very  nice  1882-CC  MS-63 
Morgan  dollar  (my  first  CC  coin).  I  also  love  the  Silver  Dollar 
Encyclopedia.  A  top  notch  piece  of  work!  The  personal 
notation  you  added  makes  it  complete.  Your  service  and 
offerings  are  truly  the  ‘Best  in  the  Business.’ 

— R.S. 
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1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1934-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 


Splendid  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Splendid  lustrous  gem. 
Beautiful! . 2,950 


Gem  1934-S  50<t 

1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high-quality 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 


offered! . 2,950 

1934-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine . 1,350 

1 934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 799 

1934- S  AU-50 . 84 

1935  MS-65-  Brilliant . 290 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,315 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,235 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 2,235 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 810 

1935- S  AU-50 . 78 

1936  MS-65 . 169 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 45 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 420 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 610 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1936- S  AU-55 . 65 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 750 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 252 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  delicate  gold  toning.  78 

1937  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 78 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 217 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 570 

1937-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1937- S  AU-50 . 70 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  fin¬ 

est  we  have  ever  seen  or  owned  of  this  scarce  and 
very  popular  variety.  . 1,735 

1938-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  1,075 

1938-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 


1938-D  AU-55 . 315 

1938-D  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . ." . 31 5 

1938-D  AU-50 .  275 

1938- D  EF-40 . ZZ.....A2S 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1939-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1939-S  MS-62.  Brilliant .  133 

1939- S  AU-55 . ZZZZZZZZ..58 

1940  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 

specimen . 525 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC) . ’’’  535 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 335 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1940-S  MS-64 . 90 

1940- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

194 1- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1941-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

194 1-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,350 

194 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 217 

1941-S  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  The  key  variety 

of  its  era.  Brilliant . 217 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1941- S  AU-58 . 42 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1943  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 65 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 58 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1943- S  AU-55 . 27 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1944- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 76 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1944-S  MS-65 . 665 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1944-S  AU-55 . 26 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  toning  over  satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  1 26 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 58 


1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 53 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1946  AU-58  (PCGS) . 23 

1946  AU-55  (PCGS) . 19 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1946-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1 947-  D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 126 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1 947- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 50 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  brilliant 
or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart  col¬ 
lectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1934 

98 

409 

1934-D 

295 

495 

1125 

1934-S 

799 

1350 

2950 

1935 

72 

290 

1935-D 

280 

1315 

1935-S 

810 

2235 

1936 

78 

1936-D 

155 

420 

1936-S 

225 

315 

610 

1937 

78 

252 

1937-D 

252 

525 

1937-S 

275 

570 

1938 

310 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1938-D 

685 

1075 

1939 

58 

1939-D 

175 

1940 

65 

140 

1940-S 

53 

90 

490 

1941 

46 

126 

1941-D 

58 

135 

194 1-S 

119 

217 

1350 

1942 

46 

58 

135 

1942-D 

72 

108 

224 

1942-S 

58 

92 

595 

1943 

46 

58 

126 

1943-D 

78 

105 

175 

1943-S 

58 

92 

385 

1944 

46 

58 

135 

1944-D 

53 

76 

129 

1944-S 

53 

85 

665 

1945 

46 

58 

126 

1945-D 

53 

59 

135 

1945-S 

50 

175 

1946 

45 

59 

147 

1946-D 

47 

59 

126 

1946-S 

56 

135 

1947 

60 

175 

1947-D 

60 

126 

Franklin  Hall  Hollars 

1948  MS-64  (NGC). Brilliant . 40 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1950  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 64 

1950-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1950- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1951- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1951-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1951-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1951-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1952  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 76 

1952  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1954  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1 954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for . 169 


Beautiful  Franklin  Halves 

“Thanks  so  much  for  your  note  and  the 
beautiful  shipment  of  five  Franklin  halves. 
The  1954-S  in  MS-66  is  particularly  at¬ 
tractive.  The  total  came  to  $930,  and  I  had 
enclosed  a  check  for  $750  previously.  There¬ 
fore,  enclosed  please  find  my  check  for  the 
additional  $180. 

“I’m  already  looking  forward  to  my  next 
shipment.  Thanks  for  your  outstanding  ser¬ 
vice  and  skill  at  selecting  quality  coins.” 

— R.T. 


1954-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 30 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1954-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1957  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1957  Proof-64.  Buy  a  brilliant  gem  for  just . 12 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 54 

1957  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1958- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 110 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1959-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 115 

1959-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 28 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 30 

1961- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1962  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1962  MS-63 . 19 

1962- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1962-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 34 

1963  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  present  list¬ 

ing  gives  you  a  great  opportunity  to  start  or  add 
to  your  set  of  Proofs . 24 

1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Medium  brown-gray  ton¬ 
ing . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 20 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

Silver  Dollars 

Basic  information:  Silver  dollars  are  one  of  the 
most  popular  collecting  areas,  and  it  is  quite  pos¬ 
sible  that  Morgan  dollars  (1878-1921)  head  the 
popularity  list  among  all  issues. 

Flowing  Hair  Dollars 

1795  Bowers-Borckardt-14.  Bolender-4.  VG-8.  975 

High-Grade  1795  Dollar 

1795  BB-27.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Flowing  Hair;  three 

leaves  beneath  each  wing.  Attractive  light  gray 
and  iridescent  surfaces . 4,895 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

Small  Eagle 

1796  BB-61.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  VF-30 

(PCGS).  Pleasing  light  toning.  Another  one  of 
the  many  new  purchases  from  our  coast-to-coast 
buying  trip.  Just  listed  (virtually  only  a  few  min¬ 
utes  before  this  issue  closed  for  press) . 2,195 

1797  BB-71 .  10X6  Stars.  Large  Letters  on  reverse. 

VG-10.  Scarce  year . 975 


1797  BB-72.  9x7  Stars.  Small  letters.  VG-10. 

(PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning.  A  scarce  year 
in  the  silver  dollar  series . 2,095 

Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 

very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 
date . 3,650 

Marvelous  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 

1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 

reverse.  Large  Letters.  AU-50.  A  marvelous 
coin,  certainly  among  the  top  half  dozen  or  so  of 
the  finest  known.  Of  additional  importance  as  a 
rare  1798  type;  most  are  of  the  later  Heraldic 
Eagle  reverse  style.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur 
and  a  fine  addition  to  your  collection . 9,750 

The  second  of  only  two  1798  varieties  employing  the 
Small  Eagle  reverse. 

1798  BB-81.  Small  Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse. 
15  stars  on  obverse.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  gray 
surfaces . 2,295 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  varieties  in  the  series. 
It  is  the  only  1798  dollar  with  1 5  obverse  stars,  and  the  Small 
Eagle,  Small  Letters  reverse  is  from  the  same  die  used  to  coin 
certain  other  silver  dollars  dated  1795,  1796,  and  1797. 

1798  BB-82.  13  Stars  on  obverse.  Small  Eagle 


Likes  His  1880-CC  Dollar 

This  letter  is  from  R.A.,  a  Washington 
client  and  reader: 

“Dear  Dave  and/or  Ray: 

“The  1880-CC  Morgan  dollar,  MS-64 
(PCGS),  is  a  wonderful  coin.  Gail  contin¬ 
ues  to  do  a  great  job  in  picking  out  coins  for 
me.  I  always  know  that  I  will  get  a  great 
coin  when  I  order  from  B&M  Galleries. 

“The  1 880-CC  Morgan  dollar  is  one  of 
the  more  interesting  issues  of  the  series,  in 
that  all  of  the  obverse  dies  were  retouched 
1 879  dies  and  are  interesting  to  study.  The 
coin  I  received  is  a  VAM  [Van  Allen- 
Mallis]-80  with  the  line  below  the  second  8, 
with  no  other  obvious  remnants  of  the  1 879 
die.  The  reverse  has  a  blundered  mintmark 
and  appears  to  be  a  VAM-8R.  With  the  low 
mintage  (591,000)  and  the  obvious  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  1879-CC  dollar,  this  is  a 
vastly  underpriced  coin  in  myopinion  orat 
least  a  bargain  for  the  collector.” 
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reverse.  F-15  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  toning 
with  a  hint  of  gold  around  the  border.  ..  1 ,495 
1798  BB-107.  Large  or  Heraldic  Eagle.  VF-25 
(PCGS).  Pleasing  light  gray  toning.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 835 

1800  BB-193.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  issue . 1,595 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


Superb  Mint  State  1842  $1 


1842  MS-63  (NGC).  A  superb,  frosty  coin  with 
plenty  of  lustre,  one  of  the  nicest  business  strikes 
we  have  ever  seen  of  this  early  date.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  and  with  a  nod  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  rarity  as  well,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
early  Liberty  Seated  dollars  to  come  on  the 

market  in  some  time . 4,300 

1842  VF-30 . .V. . 235 

1843AU-50.  Brilliant . 525 

1845  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarer  dates  of  the 

era . 795 

On  the  rim  at  the  first  star  is  an  interesting  die  break  of 
the  cud  type,  not  extending  into  the  denticles  (no  extra  pre¬ 
mium  charged  for  this;  just  interesting  to  mention). 

1846-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 525 

1847  AU-55  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 650 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example.  Often 
a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our  offerings 

of  an  1848  of  this  remarkable  quality.  . 5,650 

1 848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1 5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 

Important  1848  Dollar 
1848  MS-60  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  iridescent 
toning  with  some  prooflike  characteristics.  An¬ 
other  quality  specimen  for  the  specialist.  We 


believe  you  11  agree  that  it  has  the  aesthetic  qual¬ 
ity  of  an  even  higher  graded  coin . 4,650 


High-Grade  1850-0  $1 


1850-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  high-grade 
specimen  of  this  scarce  and  highly  prized  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dollar  issue . 3,750 


Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractively  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  diffi¬ 
cult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this  grade 
level . 5,395 


Beautiful  AU  1855  $1  Rarity 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces,  some¬ 
what  prooflike  if  viewed  at  a  certain  angle  to  the 
light.  A  great  rarity  in  all  grades,  indeed  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  classic  that  was  recognized  as  such 
shortly  after  it  was  made . 5,650 


Rare  1855  Dollar 


1855  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
One  of  the  most  important  Philadelphia  Mint 

issues  in  the  series . 2,850 

Although  it  has  been  somewhat  overlooked  by  modern 
cataloguers  (for  few  exist,  or  are  even  seen,  in  Mint  State  “in¬ 
vestment  grade  ’),  the  1855  is  a  prime  rarity  at  any  condition 
level.  It  is  believed  that  most  were  shipped  to  China  in  ex¬ 
change  for  goods  there,  in  the  era  before  the  U.S.  trade  dol¬ 
lar  became  a  reality  (in  1873). 

In  the  cradle  days  of  numismatics,  in  the  late  1 850s  and 
early  1860s,  within  a  decade  of  its  striking,  the  1855  was 
recognized  as  a  rarity.  Since  then,  it  has  received  little  notice 
in  print,  due  probably  to  the  paucity  of  specimens  on  the 
market.  For  a  detailed  discussion  see  Dave  Bowers’  book, 
United  States  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia. 


Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 

An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal — all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  The 
1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  of  that  of  the  famous  1 895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

MS-63  1859  Dollar 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 


Order  Todayy  Enjoy  Your  Coins  Tomorrow ! 


When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson 
or  Mark  Borckardt  about  our  over¬ 
night  Federal  Express  service. 
Just  $10  on  orders  under  $500; 
FREE  above  that  amount.  Ship¬ 


ments  to  street  addresses  any¬ 
where  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TO¬ 
DAY  by  1  p.m.  Eastern  time, 
and  you'll  enjoy  them  tomorrow'! 
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toughest  dates  ol  the  entire  series,  very  much 
underrated . 4,950 

Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 


1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  coin,  brilliant 
with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  see  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  quality. . 3,975 


Remarkable  Gem  1861  $1 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  frosty  and  lustrous. 
Light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  Finest  speci¬ 
mens  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  the  1 861 
in  business  strike  form.  A  prize  for  the  advanced 
specialist  and  connoisseur . 8,950 

1864  Dollar 

1864  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 


liant  example  of  this  scarce  issue . 3,950 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly-prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  ...  1,450 


1866  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  lilac-gray  toning. 
Important  as  the  first  year  with  IN  GOD  WE 


TRUST.  Just  purchased . 1,150 

1866  AU-53  (PCGS).  Quite  scarce  in  this  high 

grade . 1 ,350 

1866  AU-50.  Light  silver  fields . 1,250 


1866  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  1,250 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 


1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  some¬ 
what  prooflike,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  An  outstanding  coin  for  the  Liberty 
Seated  connoisseur . 4,950 

Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful  brilliant  coin  with  a  hint 
of  attractive  toning.  You’ll  like  this  one! ..  2,850 


1871  EF-40 . 295 

1872-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Scarce . 1,585 


The  1 872-S,  mintage  9,000,  is  one  of  just  four  dates  coined 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series,  and  is  one 
of  just  two  readily  collectible  issues  (the  1 870-S  is  a  legendary 
rarity,  and  the  1873-S  is  not  known  to  exist),  and  the  only 
available  San  Francisco  issue  of  the  With  Motto  style. 


Subscribe  Today! 


Subscribe  now  to  all  of  our  periodical 
publications  for  the  next  12  months,  and 
save  $16.  Our  current  subscription  rate  of 
$79  per  year  will  go  to  $95  on  January  1, 
1 996.  Save  by  subscribing  or  renewing  now! 
Telephone  your  credit  card  order  at  1-800- 
222-5993,  or  use  the  appropriate  place  on 
the  order  form  with  this  issue. 

Coming  your  way  will  be  many  great 
issues,  each  filled  with  exciting  new  pur¬ 
chases,  special  offers,  and  other  numismatic 
items  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin 


Collector,  PLUS  our  superbly  illustrated  fa¬ 
mous  Grand  Format™  coin  auction  cata¬ 
logues  and  the  prices  realized  for  each  (is¬ 
sued  after  each  sale).  This  adds  up  to  a  value 
of  over  $200  at  the  cover  prices! 

Guarantee:  I f  after  receiving  our  periodi¬ 
cals  for  a  period  of  two  months  you  do  not 
agree  that  they  are  all  you  expected — and 
more — just  let  us  know,  we  ll  cancel  your 
subscription,  refund  your  money  in  full,  and 
the  publications  you’ve  already  received  will 
be  yours  free. 


1872-S  VF-30.  Scarce,  desirable,  and  quite  attrac¬ 
tive.  Very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  natu¬ 
rally  retoned  in  shades  of  silver  and  gold.  A  few 
scattered  marks  are  noted,  and  a  tiny  rim  mark 
is  seen  at  1 :00  on  the  reverse.  Check  it  out;  your 

satisfaction  is  guaranteed . 925 

1873  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design . 1 ,295 

Morgan  Hollars 

As  we  go  to  press:  Morgan  dollars  are  number 
one  in  popularity  with  our  clients.  We’ve  just  added 
hundreds  of  new  purchases  to  stock,  giving  you  one 
of  the  best  selections  we’ve  ever  offered.  If  you  like 
QUALITY  you’ll  like  the  coins  from  us.  Try  us  with 
a  sample  order  and  see! 

Basic  information:  Morgan  dollars  were  de¬ 
signed  by  George  T.  Morgan  and  were  produced 
continuously  from  1 878  through  1 904  and  then  for 
the  single  year  1921.  Production  during  the  early 
period  was  at  four  mints:  Philadelphia,  Carson  City, 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco.  In  1921  the 
Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints 
were  utilized. 

About  this  offering:  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Morgan  silver  dollars  (minted  from  1878 
to  1 92 1 )  are  number  one  on  the  popularity  list  with 
our  clients.  And,  no  wonder.  Of  the  100  or  so  stan¬ 
dard  varieties  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins, 
dozens  of  different  varieties  can  be  bought  in  choice 
levels  of  Mint  State  for  less  than  $100  each,  and 
many  other  choice  pieces  can  be  acquired  in  the 
$100  to  $1,000  range. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  first  regular  issue  of  the 

series .  1,025 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 224 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  429 
1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  Proof  like.  Light 
iridescent  toning  around  the  periphery.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 185 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,080 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 138 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  Prooflike.  Brilliant.  79 
1 878-S  to  1 882-S  San  Francisco  dollar  set  of  seven 
pieces.  AU  to  MS-63,  representing  the  first 
seven  dates  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  in 
custom  plastic  display  holder.  The  five  coins 
dated  1 878-S  through  1 882-S  average  MS-62; 
and  the  two  coins  dated  1 883-S  and  1 884-S  are 
AU-50  to  AU-53.  Ask  for  “Early  San  Francisco 

Morgan  Dollar  Set”  when  ordering . 435 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,125 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  beautiful  gem!  Although  1878-CC  is  not  a 
great  rarity,  really  choice  MS-65  examples  such 

as  this  are  quite  hard  for  us  to  Find . 1,125 

1878-CC  MS-64  . 239 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 239 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 
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1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1878-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 98 


1878-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 90 

1878-S  MS-65 . 310 

1878-S  MS-64  DMPL.  (NGC) . 235 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 68 

1878- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 44 

1879  MS-65.  Brilliant . 935 

1879  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 

1879  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1879- 0  MS-64.  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Rare  so  nice! ...  570 

The  first  New  Orleans  Mint  Morgan  dollar  issue. 

1879-0  MS-63 . 195 

1879-0  MS-62 . 92 

1879-0  MS-62.  Beautiful  golden  and  iridescent 

toning  on  obverse . 92 

1879-0  AU-58 . 30 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Rare  variety. . 1,325 


As  discussed  in  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
this  issue  is  much  rarer  than  its  regular  (Reverse  of ’79),  coun¬ 
terpart. 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS). Brilliant . 1,095 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-S  MS-65 . 147 

1879-S  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant. ...  147 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1879- S  MS-62.  Briljiant . 30 

1880  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find  at  this 

grade  level.  A  beauty! . 1,025 

1880  MS-64.  Brilliant . 138 

1880  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1880  MS-62.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  nice  group  of 
these  put  away  years  ago.  Each: . 32 

1880- CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 

liant,  sharp,  and  frosty.  Whenever  we  see  a 
sharply  struck  gem  such  as  this,  we  buy  it!  SPE¬ 
CIAL  OPPORTUNITY:  . 650 

This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 
regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant. 


Scarce  issue . 315 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  195 

1880-CC  VAM-5.  Rarity-4.  8/High  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (NGC) . 845 

1880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (PCGS) . 845 

1880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-64  (PCGS) . 355 

1880-CC  MS-65.  Always  in  demand . 699 

1880-CC  MS-64 . 290 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 


Don  t  Miss  the  Book  Section ! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  The  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


1880-CC.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1880-CC  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 169 


1880-0  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. ..  1 ,675 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . i  ,675 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 439 

1880-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 126 

1880-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1880-0  AU-5  5  Proof  like . 30 

1880-0  VAM-la.  MS-63.  This  is  the  “Hangnail” 
variety  (FS#  $  1-005. 1 )  as  described  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Cherrypickers  Guide  (available 

from  our  Publications  Department) . 425 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 395 

1880-S  MS-65  Proollike.  Brilliant . 165 

1880-S  MS-65  Prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  165 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1880-S  MS-64  Prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...75 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1880-S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1880- S  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  an  arc  of  iridescent 

toning  around  part  of  the  obverse  border. ...  27 

1881  MS-64.  Brilliant . 108 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1881  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 510 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 252 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning . 255 

1881-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210 

1881-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1881-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 33 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  set.  Buy  a  really  nice  one  for  only  43 

1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1882- CC  MS-65 . 290 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 79 

1882-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  splash  of  light  golden  toning.  ..79 

1882-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 74 

1882-0  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

level . 989 

1882-0  MS-64 . 94 

1882-0  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Medium  golden 

toning .  94 

1882-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1882-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 28 

1882-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 

curious  “overmintmark  issue.  Brilliant.  ..  1,225 

1882-S  MS-65 . H7 


1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1882-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1 882- S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  We’ve  added  many  Mor¬ 

gan  dollars  to  our  inventory  from  our  recent 
buying  trip,  ranging  from  great  rarities  to  popu¬ 
larly  priced  issues  such  as  this  one . 30 

1883  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1883  MS-64 . 67 

1883  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 245 

1883-CC  MS-64.  In  a  G.S.A.  holder.  Brilliant.  105 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 76 

1883-CC  MS-63.  In  G.S.A.  holder.  Brilliant.  .76 

1883-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 68 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1883-0  VAM-3.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  golden  toning . 30 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1883-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1883-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. 
Brilliant . 560 

1884  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 


1884  VAM-3.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Curious 
variety  with  raised  dot  near  Morgans  initial  M 
on  both  obverse  and  reverse;  the  meaning  of  this 
“sign”  is  not  known  to  numismatists  today. 
Both  dots  are  very  bold  on  this  specimen.  1 59 


1884  MS-63 . 43 

1884  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1884-CC  MS-65 . 252 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 102 

1884-CC  MS-63  Prooflike,  In  a  G.S.A.  holder. 

Brilliant . 96 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1884-CC  MS-63  in  original  G.S.A.  holder.  Bril¬ 
liant . 84 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 67 

1 884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  ll  send  you  a  really 

nice  one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought. 

Each: .  43 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1884- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 259 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1885  MS-64 . 67 

1885  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Gold  toning.  ..67 

1885  MS-63 . 43 

1 885- CC  MS-65.  A  frosty  gem!  . 570 

1885-CC  MS-64 . 280 

1 885-CC  MS-63 . 259 

1885-CC  MS-63  in  GSA  holder.  Brilliant.  ...259 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 245 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1885-0  MS-65 . 147 

1885-0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 110 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1885-0  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 59 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 469 
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188vS  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

188S-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 138 


1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1886  MS-64 . 67 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1886  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1886-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 135 

1886-0  AU-55 . 84 

1886-0  AU-50 . 70 

1886-S  MS-64.  Scarce  so  fine.  Brilliant . 675 

1886- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1887  MS-65 . 147 

1887  MS-64 . 67 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1887  MS-62.  Brilliant . 30 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1887- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 630 

1887-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1887- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 98 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 224 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1888- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1888-0  MS-64  DMPL.  Brilliant . 350 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 72 

1888-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1888-S  AU-55 . 78 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1889  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 


Mint  State  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well 


Two  Morgan  Dollars 
Coming  Up! 

This  note  is  from  D.H.: 

“Dear  Gail  [Watson]: 

“It  was  fun  talking  to  you  this  morning. 
Thanks  for  sifting  through  your  Morgan 
inventory  and  coming  up  with  the  1882 
and  1 889  as  possibilities  for  me  to  look  at 
and  consider  for  my  collection.  I  can  hardly 
|  wait  to  see  them! 

‘I  look  forward  to  meeting  you  in  per¬ 
son  some  time.” 

1 _ _ _ 


struck,  too.  The  rarest  of  all  Carson  City  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars.  First  order  gets  it  for  only  ...  1 1,000 


Key  1889-CC  Dollar 


1889-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  The  key 
Carson  City  silver  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series. 


A  beauty! .  2,950 

1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1889-S  MS-64.  Attractive  golden  toning  on  the 

peripheries.  Brilliant . 395 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 147 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 147 

1889-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1889- S  AU-58 . 78 

1890  MS-64 . 210 

1890  MS-63 . 45 

1890- CC  MS-63 . 459 

1890-CC  MS-62  (NGC)  Brilliant . 275 

1890-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 252 

1890-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1890-0  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 96 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 52 

1890-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 865 

1890-S  MS-64 . 210 

1890-S  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS) . 495 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1890-S  MS-62  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-62 . 56 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1890-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 56 

1890-S  MS-61  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1890- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 50 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 785 

1891  MS-63-  Brilliant . 179 

1891  MS-62.  Brilliant . 66 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS) . 66 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  issue . 699 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 175 

1891-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 899 

1891-S  MS-63 . 78 

1891- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 58 

1 892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  issues  of  the  era . 749 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1892- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 975 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 619 


1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce.  .619 

1892-CC  AU-58  (PCI) . 259 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 650 

1892-0  MS-62 . 126 

1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 12 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  key  issue . 1 ,595 

1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remains.  Popular  rarity.  1,595 
1 892-S  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly.  . 950 

1892- S  VF-30 . 75 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant . 899 

1893  AU-55 . 224 

1893  AU-50  (PCGS) . 205 

1893- CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  and  de¬ 
sirable . ."...2,015 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,735 

1893-CC  AU-50.  Rare  issue . 899 

1893-CC  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Rare . 899 

1893-CC  EF-45 . 575 

1893-0  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  Much 
original  mint  lustre  still  remains . 685 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 685 

1893-S  F-12.  Attractively  toned . 950 

1893- S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,415 

1894  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck . 995 

1894  AU-53.  Scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  variety. 665 
1894  AU-50.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main . 630 

Highly  Important  1894-0  $1 

1894- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most 

important  dates  of  the  Morgan  series  in  this 
grade.  Just  added  to  our  inventory  from  our  re¬ 
cent  buying  trip,  just  before  we  go  to  press!  First 
telephone  call  or  letter  gets  it  for  only . 3,095 

1894-0  AU-50 . 169 

1894-S  MS-62.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  Quality!  560 

1894-S  AU-55 . 252 

1894- S  AU-53 . 232 

1895- 0  AU-50.  A  highly  important  issue . 935 

1895-0  EF-40 . 210 

1895-0  EF-40  (NGC) . 210 

1895-0  VF-30 . 155 

1895-0  VF-20 . 145 


As  We  Go  To  Press ! 

Mark  Borckardt  and  Ray  Merena  have 
just  returned  from  their  coast-to-coast  buy¬ 
ing  trip.  This  issue  is  filled  with  hundreds 
of  their  new  purchases.  You  get  first  pick! 

Just  telephone  1  -800-222-5993  and  our 
Direct  Sales  Department  will  take  care  of 
your  order  today.  Be  sure  to  ask  about  our 
Order  It  Today,  Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  over¬ 
night  service! 
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Gem  1895-S  Dollar! 


1895-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  A  beautiful  gem  speci¬ 
men,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  in 
recent  years.  The  1895-S  nearly  always  has 
heavy  bagmarks.  This  coin  is  a  pleasing  excep¬ 
tion  and  will  be  a  showpiece  in  any  advanced 
Morgan  dollar  collection.  Telephone  to  reserve 
it  for  only . 4,895 

The  two  most  egregious  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  se¬ 
ries  from  the  standpoint  of  typically  being  bagmarked  are 
the  1893-CC  and  the  1895-S. 

Memorable  1895-S  Dollar 

1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem,  memorable 
at  this  grade  level.  Mint  State  coins,  when,  in¬ 
deed,  they  can  be  found,  are  usually  in  the  range 

of  MS-60  or  so . 4,685 

1895-S  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Needle-sharp  strike.  The 
reverse,  if  graded  separately,  would  be  MS-63  or 
finer.  Highly  important  date.  Another  of  the 
many  Morgan  dollars  added  to  stock  from  our 
coast-to-coast  buying  trip.  We  wish  we  had 
bought  a  dozen,  but  we  only  have  one  for  1,760 


1895-S  EF-40 . 425 

1895-S  F-12. . . 155 

1896  MS-65 . 195 

1896  MS-64 . 67 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1896  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more  frost, 
lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen.  An  excep¬ 
tional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  .2,125 
1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 


ing .  835 

1896-0  AU-55.  Some  lustre  still  remains . 189 

1 896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  issues  in  the  series,  a  classic . 1,595 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1897  MS-64  Brilliant . 67 

1897  MS-63.  Brilliant.  From  the  Redfield  collec¬ 


tion . 43 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . ZZZZZZZZZZZZ.27 

1 897-0  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Somewhat 

scarce  at  this  level . 1,415 

1 897-0  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  Mint 
State . 595 


1897-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Lus¬ 


trous  surfaces.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade . 595 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 175 

1897-0  AU-55 . 126 

1897-0  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 98 

1897-S  MS-65  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with 
some  light  splashes  of  golden  toning.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  coin . 1,295 

1897-S  MS-65-  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  popular  San  Francisco  issue  . 630 

1897-S  MS-64 . 98 

1897-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1897- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 58 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1898  MS-63 . 43 

1898  AU-50 . 20 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 


Morgan  dollar  history  is  fascinating.  Did  you  know  that 
at  one  time  the  1 898-0  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  rarities  in  the  series?  Then,  in  autumn  1962,  the  uni¬ 
verse  of  Morgan  dollars  rearranged  itself. 


1898-0  MS-64 . 67 

1898-0  MS-63  DMPL.  Brilliant . 85 

1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1898-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 699 


The  1899  has  always  been  a  highly  desired  date.  Some 
controversy  arose  in  numismatic  circles  concerning  this  is¬ 
sue,  an  interesting  circumstance  related  in  the  book,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia. 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 119 

1899  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1899-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1899-0  MS-64 . 67 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1899-0  AU-50 . 20 

1899-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1899- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 269 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 232 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1,450 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in 
this  high  grade.  We  recently  bought  a  small 
group  (three  pieces),  all  selected  gems,  and  can 
offer  you  one  for: . 1,450 

The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coinage  operations  in 
1 893,  but  it  was  not  known  if  they  would  resume  (earlier,  in 
1885,  when  there  was  a  cessation,  the  mint  reopened  later  in 
1889).  Accordingly,  reverse  dies  (which  were  undated  and 
could  be  used  at  any  time)  were  retained.  By  1900,  it  was 
realized  that  coinage  would  not  recommence,  and  at  least  six 
CC  dies  were  sent  back  to  Philadelphia  (where  all  dies,  in¬ 
cluding  those  for  branch  mints,  were  prepared),  overstamped 
with  O  mintmarks,  and  shipped  to  New  Orleans  for  use. 
Hence,  the  curious  1900-0/CC  overmintmark. 

1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1900-0/CC.  MS-63 . 385 

1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  rims . 835 


1900-0  MS-65 . 147 

1900-0  MS-64 . 67 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 375 

1900-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 147 


Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 


1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Of  ex¬ 
ceptional  importance  as  a  date.  A  Mint  State 
coin  in  comparable  grade  would  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more!  An  ideal  opportunity 
to  acquire  this  exceedingly  elusive  (in  high 

grades)  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 4,750 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An  end- 
run,  so  to  speak,  for  the  buyer  seeking  a  high 
level  1901 . 1,895 

Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 
1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 


ends  right  here . 4,095 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache).  A  brilliant  and 

frosty  coin,  well  struck . 2,150 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 560 

1901  AU-53 . 315 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS) . 295 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1901-0  MS-64 . 67 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1901-0  EF-45 . 14 

190 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Popular  rarity.  . 899 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 525 

190 1- S  AU-58 . 182 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 665 

1902  MS-64 . 126 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS) . 609 

1902-0  MS-65 . 155 

1902-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1902-0  Breen-5692.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

Delicate  iridescent  toning . 43 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1902-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1902-0  MS-61.  Lightly  toned . 28 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 589 

1902-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

1902-S  AU-58 . 155 

1903  MS-65 . 268 
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A  Collector’s 


Life  and  Interests 


The  following  is  from  reader  M.R.: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“Thank  you  for  sending  the  nice  letter  welcoming  me  to 
your  world  of  numismatics,  and  for  the  copy  of  The  Coin 
Collector.  I  have  read  this  from  cover  to  cover,  and  I  im¬ 
mensely  enjoyed  the  stories,  columns,  price  guides,  and  tips. 

“I  am  44  years  old,  single  now,  with  a  daughter  living 
here  at  home  with  me.  I  am  a  20-year  veteran  of  teaching 
communications  and  coaching  here  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
(junior  high  and  high  school).  Until  my  recent  return  to 
coins,  I  was  avid  in  the  outdoor  pursuits 
close  to  me  here  in  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west — the  salmon,  steelhead,  and 
ocean-fish  angling,  beachcombing, 
clamming.  In  fact  these  I  still  hold 
close  to  my  heart.  After  having  left 
coin  collecting  in  my  early  teens 
back  in  the  1960s,  I  have,  fortu¬ 
nately,  rediscovered  the  joys  of  col¬ 
lecting,  and  have  been  ‘eager’  for  the 
past  few  years. 

“I  suppose  some  of  my  enthusiasm  for 
numismatics  had  to  do  with  a  year-long  battle 
with  cancer  back  in  1991.  Several  surgeries,  many 
rounds  of  chemotherapy,  a  divorce,  and  a  lot  of 
time  to  reflect — gave  me  reasons  to  make  changes  in 
my  life,  to  do  things  differently,  and  in  my  case  take  up 
old  pursuits  once  lost.  With  the  damaging  part  of  those  ex¬ 
periences  behind  now,  I  am  finding  what  a  new  world  the 
world  of  coin  collecting  has  become. 

“Grading  has  become  more  technical,  and  now  I  see  there 
are  grading  services  to  guarantee  the  condition  of  submit¬ 
ted  coins.  I  am  also  discovering  that  these  services  are  not 
infallible,  sometimes  even  being  way  off  the  track  on  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  their  grading.  I  am  also  learning  so  many  little  bits 
and  pieces  of  information  that  are  totally  contrary  to  what 
I  learned  as  a  teenager:  today,  a  VF  Buffalo  nickel  does  not 
have  to  have  a  full  horn;  that  there  are  many  fakes  and  coun¬ 
terfeits  out  on  the  market,  and  one  must  beware  at  all  times 
for  forgeries  of  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent,  the  1916- 
D  Mercury  dime,  and  the  1893-S  Morgan  dollar,  to  name 
a  few.  The  new  designations  for  Mint  State  coins  stagger  me! 
What  used  to  simply  be  called  ‘Uncirculated’  or  ‘BU’:  (Bril¬ 
liant  Uncirculated)  can  now  be  anything  from  AU-58  to 


MS-69.  The  worst  part  of  it  is,  getting  a 
consensus  on  any  given  Mint  State  coin  is 
oftentimes  improbable.  I  find  that  scary  as 
a  person  who  collects,  who  someday  hopes 
to  leave  my  coins  to  my  daughter. 

“I  have  had  to  learn  the  hard  way  that 
there  are  those  in  the  mail  order  business  who 
send  coins  in  lower  grades  than  advertised, 
sometimes  by  two  or  more  grades.  I  have  also 
learned  that  one  of  my  first  purchases  since  I 
have  come  back  into  the  hobby,  a  1909-S 
V.D.B.  cent  graded  AU-55,  has  been  exam¬ 
ined  by  other  collectors  and  dealers  and  has 
been  labeled  everything  from  Very  Fine  to 
weakly-struck  Uncirculated.  The  Photograde 
book  and  the  ANA  Grading  Standards  seem 
to  conflict  somewhat  when  it  comes  to  grad¬ 
ing  EF-40  Morgan  dollars.  Further,  so  many  dealers  want  to 
charge  more  for  the  coins  that  I  am  interested  in,  more  than  the 
prices  given  in  the  weekly  Coin  World  and  monthly  COINage 
guides.  It’s  all  very  confusing,  sometimes  frustrating,  but  nev¬ 
ertheless,  I  don’t  let  ‘trifles’  get  in  the  way  of  my  enjoyment  of 
the  hobby! 

“On  the  positive  side,  I  thoroughly  enjoy  my  issues  of 
COINage  and  Coin  World,  and  am  beginning  to  get  some  of  the 
many  fine  publications  offered  through  the  ANA  organization. 
Two  weekends  ago  on  the  trip  down  to  Lincoln  City  (a  popu¬ 
lar  resort  town  here),  I  by  chance  wandered  into  a  bookstore  and 
picked  up  a  fascinating  text  on  the  History  of  Gold  Rushes  in 
North  America  by  Lionel  Martinez — a  beautiful  historical 
and  pictorial  tribute  to  the  early  days  of  our  country.  I 
heartily  recommend  this  to  you. 

“On  other  positive  notes,  I  am  also  thrilled  with  the 
excitement  of  the  pursuit  of  finding  coins  for  my 
albums.. . . 

And  where  am  I  now  with  my  collection? 
I  remember  back  in  1968,  upon  my  gradu¬ 
ation  from  high  school,  a  gift  from  my  very 
special  Uncle  Dick  from  Kalispell,  Mon¬ 
tana,  was  the  chance  to  look  through  his 
entire  ‘hoard’  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars 
and  pick  out  what  I  could  to  fill  up  the 
Whitman  albums  he  and  mom  had  also  pur¬ 
chased  for  me  at  that  time.  I  remember  so  well  the 
two  evenings  we  sat  down  together  and  examined  every  coin, 
obverse  and  reverse.  Many  appeared  Mint  State,  with  nary  a 
blemish.  Others  were  so  old  and  worn,  they  would  hardly  qualify 
as  About  Good.  There  were  so  many  coins  with  so  many  indi¬ 
vidual  characters,  one  could  have  written  volumes  just  on  those 
two  evenings  in  ‘coin  collector’s  heaven’  as  we  searched  through 
those  10,000  silver  dollars! 

“After  marrying  a  girl  from  Spokane,  Washington,  in  1973 
we  found  it  necessary  to  sell  the  coins  to  finance  our  first  ve¬ 
hicle.  At  the  time,  the  sentimental  value  wasn’t  a  consideration: 
it  was  more  important  to  take  care  of  my  wife  and  the  family 
needs  at  the  time. 

“As  I  look  back  now  though,  I  haven’t  forgiven  myself  for  hav¬ 
ing  let  the  coins  go.  I  remember  so  many  beautiful  pieces  that  now 
reside  in  some  lucky  collectors’  displays.  I  have,  however,  made  a 
personal  commitment  to  build  my  dollar  sets  back  up,  with  much 
of  my  work  during  the  past  year  being  devoted  to  that  pursuit. 
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“Presently,  1  am  only  lacking  the  keys  and  several  semi-keys  includ¬ 
ing  the  1879-CC,  1889-CC,  1893-CC,  1895-S,  and,  of  course,  the 
Proof  1895  Philadelphia  Mint  coin.  I  have  finished  up  a  fine  collec¬ 
tion  of  Lincoln  cents,  with  the  majority  of  the  pennies  being  from  my 
collecting  days  back  in  the  60s.  My  mom  used  to  purchase  a  $50  bag 
of  parking  meter  change  each  month  from  the  bank,  and  this  was  one 
my  greatest  joys  as  a  kid,  going  through  and  finding  the  many  ‘steel 
cents,’  1955-S  cents  which  were  considered  scarce  at  the  time,  pre-1940 
Lincolns,  an  occasional  Indian  Head,  and  many,  many  error  coins.  I 
also  have  put  together  nice  collections  of  Buffalo  nickels,  Mercury 
dimes  in  EF-AU  (less  the  1916-D),  Liberty  Walking  halves  (late-date 
set),  and  other  late  19th  and  early  20th-century  sets,  most  which  are 
incomplete. 

“I  have  never  been  one  to  much  respect  money. 

To  have  money  in  the  bank,  money  in  stocks — none 
of  this  gave  me  much  satisfaction.  To  have  money 
tied  up  in  coins  though:  this  was  something  I  could 
always  enjoy  and  respect.  It  wasn’t  always  the 
‘money’  factor  though.  Coins  represented  and  still 
represent  to  me  the  history  of  eras  past,  and  the  idea 
that  the  creative  pursuit  of  an  endeavor  is  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  final  end  product.  This  is  a  philoso¬ 
phy  I  try  to  impart  to  the  students  I  teach.  When  I 
turn  90  I  may  not  have  a  great  deal  of  the  cash,  prop¬ 
erty,  investments,  and  portfolios  one  would  expect 
of  a  successful  school  teacher  and  coach.  What  I  will 
have  though  will  be  a  tremendous  collection  of  trea¬ 
sures  I  have  loved  and  pursued  throughout  my  life, 
which  I  will  lovingly  pass  on  to  my  daughter. 

“Now,  I  have  some  questions  I  hope  you  can  answer: 

“1.1  have  made  my  ‘scheduled  purchases’  already  for  this  year  and 
am  presently  saving  month-to-month  for  purchases  early  next  year  for 
the  rest  of  my  Morgan  collection.  I  am  hoping  to  include  in  my  final 
purchases  the  following:  a  1 889-CC  dollar  in  EF-45,  an  1 893-S  in  VF- 
30,  an  1895-S  in  EF-45,  and  an  1895  Liberty  $20  gold  piece  (to  take 
the  place  of  the  1895-P  Morgan).  My  question  is  how  difficult  is  it 
for  you  to  locate  these  kinds  of  coins  in  the  conditions  I  am  interested 
in?  Do  you  have  a  way  of  sending  ‘photo-proofs’  so  a  person  such  as 
myself  can  examine  the  condition,  obverse  and  reverse,  of  the  coins 
through  the  mail  prior  to  their  purchase? 

“2.  With  the  kinds  of  coins  I  am  interested  in  purchasing,  do  you 
ever  recommend  buying  these  coins  in  slabs,  and  then  cracking  them 
out  to  put  them  in  albums?  I  presently  have  my  Morgans  grading  from 
Extremely  Fine  through  Mint  State-63  in  Dansco  albums.  I  have  never 
relished  the  idea  of  coins  in  slabs. 

“3.  In  the  same  coins  as  mentioned  above,  I  am  looking  for  examples 
that  have  good  hair  detail  on  the  obverse  and  strong  design  features 
on  the  reverse  eagle,  and  a  minimum  of  wear  on  the  breast  feathers. 
On  the  1 893-S,  of  course,  if  I  am  looking  at  a  VF-30  I  realize  I  must 
sacrifice  some  of  my  vision  here.  Is  it  possible  to  still  acquire  these  kinds 
of  coins,  or  am  I  going  to  have  to  bend  a  little  bit  with  what  is  avail¬ 
able  on  the  marketplace? 

“4.  Another  question  in  regard  to  my  target  Morgans:  I  have  been 
told  and  have  read  that  many  of  these  key  and  semi-key  coins  available 
here  and  there  have  been  cleaned,  doctored,  or  are  in  such  rough  shape 
that  few  collectors  or  dealers  would  purchase  them?  Is  it  still  possible  to 
acquire  these  kinds  of  coins  that  are  ‘natural’  without  distracting  features, 
toning,  and  damage  so  that  one  could  be  really  proud  of  them? 


5.  My  interests  in  collecting — once  I  complete  my  sets  of  dollars — 
will  focus  on  other  fairly  recent  sets,  such  as  Liberty  Standing  quar¬ 
ters,  Franklin  half  dollars  in  Mint  State,  and  design  types  of  gold. 
Looking  at  the  time  line  I  have  set  for  myself  for  what  I  wish  to  leave 
to  my  daughter,  do  you  have  any  suggestions  or  other  ideas  I  might 
use  in  pursuing  my  collecting? 

I  thank  you  for  your  time  in  reading  my  letter,  and  I  again  thank 
you  for  mailing  me  the  information  on  your  company.  I  appreciate  all 
you  have  done  for  the  hobby,  and  I  do  enjoy  your  weekly  column  in 
Coin  World.  I,  too,  have  given  quite  whole-heartedly  to  my  other  pur¬ 
suit,  fishing,  by  writing  numerous  articles  for  magazines,  volunteering 
time  at  hatcheries  with  rearing  salmon,  and  taking  others  fishing  (‘Give 
a  man  a  fish,  you  feed  him  for  a  day;  teach  a  man 
how  to  fish,  you  feed  him  for  a  lifetime.  )  I  hope, 
as  you  have,  to  some  day  be  able  to  say  I  have  made 
some  valuable  contributions  to  coin  collecting  and 
numismatics  as  well,  possibly  through  serving  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  becoming 
more  involved  in  clubs,  possibly  working  in  a 
dealership  upon  my  retirement  from  teaching  and 
coaching.  Who  knows?! 

“In  the  meantime,  I  continue  to  collect,  to  read 
and  learn,  and  to  share  this  wonderful  hobby  with 
my  daughter  and  nearly  anybody  else  that  will  lis- 
ten. 

Editor’s  reply: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  your  nice  com¬ 
ments.  I  appreciate  your  letter  and  using  just  your 
initials  I  may  reproduce  some  of  it  in  a  future  issue  of  The  Coin  Col¬ 
lector  or  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  as  I  believe  your  sentiments  would  be 
of  general  interest  to  quite  a  few  others.  Using  your  numbered  ques¬ 
tions,  here  are  some  of  my  ideas: 

1.  For  the  moment  let  me  say  that  it  would  be  easier  and  more 
effective  for  us  simply  to  send  the  coins  themselves  to  you  on  approval 
rather  than  photograph  them.  Any  coin  that  you  ever  buy  from  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  or  The  Coin  Collector's  a  seven-day  return  privi¬ 
lege  if  it  is  slabbed,  or  30  days  if  it  is  not  slabbed.  In  this  way  you 
can  inspect  the  identical  piece,  hold  it  in  your  hand,  look  at  it  any 
way  you  want  to,  and  ask  others  about  it — to  satisfy  yourself  com¬ 
pletely  that  it  is  exactly  the  grade  you  want,  the  appearance  you  want, 
and  represents  a  good  value  for  the  price  paid.  I  will  give  a  copy  of 
your  letter  to  Gail  Watson  of  our  Direct  Sales  Department,  and  if 
you  would  like  to  see  anything  on  approval,  call  her  and  she  will  send 
it  on  open  account. 

2.  Quite  a  few  of  our  customers  buy  coins  in  slabs  and  then  break 
them  out.  This  does  not  mean  that  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  slab  them 
in  the  future  the  same  grade  will  be  posted — as  grading  is  fairly  incon¬ 
sistent  as  you  yourself  have  stated.  Personally,  I  prefer  coins  in  albums 
rather  than  in  slabs,  as  albums  give  a  sense  of  completion.  A  bunch  of 
slabs  rattling  around  in  a  box  is  not  very  satisfying.  It  has  been  my 
experience  that  many  if  not  most  old-timers  in  the  hobby  prefer  coins 
not  in  slabs,  but  most  of  the  newer  ones  like  slabs.  It  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  slabs  have  been  a  large  part  of  the  hobby  since  PCGS  be¬ 
gan  business  in  1986  and  NGC  started  in  1987.  A  collector  who  first 
discovered  numismatics  a  few  years  ago,  say  in  1991 ,  would  not  know 
about  a  slab-less  hobby! 

3.  If  you  do  not  have  a  copy  you  might  enjoy  my  two-volume  set. 
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Silver  Dollars  of  the  [  hi  ted  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  which  has 
manv  hundreds  ot  pages  on  silver  dollars — in  lact  there  are  over  2,000 
pages  totally.  1  his  goes  into  many  different  aspects  of  Morgan  dollars. 
Although  we  are  sold  out  you  may  find  a  copy  on  the  market,  or  you 
may  wish  to  borrow  a  set  free  of  charge  through  the  mail  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  Library  in  Colorado  Springs — 
which  you  can  do  simply  by  writing  to  them. 

To  be  a  bit  more  specific,  if  you  buy  a  VF  1893-S  dollar,  by  very 
definition  you  will  acquire  a  coin  which  shows  wear  on  the  hair  of  Miss 
Liberty'  and  the  eagle.  Personally,  I  think  VF  coins  can  be  quite  attrac¬ 
tive.  In  fact,  for  some  series — such  as  colonials  and  large  cents — I  can 
enjoy  a  coin  in  Good  or  VG  grade,  well  worn.  However,  a  Good-grade 
Morgan  worn  nearly  smooth  doesn’t  seem  to  have  the  same  appeal  as 
old  copper. 

4.  If  a  Morgan  dollar  has  been  cleaned  with  a  silver  polish,  or  by 
friction,  or  with  an  abrasive,  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  buying  it  and 
find  something  else.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  has  been  carefully  and 
professionally  “dipped,  this  may  enhance  its  desirability.  The 
Photograde — which  you  already  own  a  copy  of — expands  considerably 
upon  this  subject. 

In  all  instances,  regardless  of  whether  a  coin  is  in  VF  grade  or  some 
high  level  of  Mint  State,  I  suggest  you  subject  it  to  what  I  call  the  “I 
Like  It  Test.”  Examine  it  carefully.  Is  it  attractive  overall?  Is  it  free  of 


unsightly  stains  and  spotting?  Is  it  the  kind  of  coin  that  seems  pleas¬ 
ing  lor  its  grade?  If  so,  buy  it.  If  not,  wait  for  another.  In  the  first  in¬ 
stance  I  am  assuming  that  the  coin  is  also  reasonably  priced  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  attractive. 

5.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  already  have  a  lot  of  good  ideas.  1  espe¬ 
cially  think  you  are  on  the  right  track  in  the  combining  of  your  nu¬ 
mismatic  interests  with  an  interest  in  American  history  such  as  the  Gold 
Rush.  I  find  that  my  interest  in  any  coin  is  enhanced  tenfold  if  I  read 
about  the  era  in  which  it  was  minted  or  used.  The  other  day  in  a  copy 
of  the  Longacre  Ledger,  the  journal  of  the  Fly-In  Club  (members  like 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents),  a  survey  showed  that  a  lot  of  mem¬ 
bers  were  interested  in  reading  stories  about  how  Indian  cents  were  used 
and  what  part  they  played  in  the  era  in  which  they  were  issued,  1859 
to  1909. 

I  was  sorry  to  learn  of  your  personal  difficulties  and  hope  that  your 
future  will  be  one  filled  with  sunshine.  Often  hardships  give  one  a 
better  view  of  what  life  is  all  about  and  enable  one  to  “smell  the  roses 
better.  I  have  been  through  a  few  difficult  things  myself — not  can¬ 
cer,  however — and  I  appreciate  things  better  now  at  age  56  than  I  ever 
did  at  age  25.  Good  things  happen  to  good  people,  and  I  hope  you 
will  find  some  lady  who  will  like  to  share  her  life  with  you  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  and  I  also  wish  the  best  for  your  daughter. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  nice  letter.  It  was  very  enjoyable  to  read. 


A  Nice  Letter  from  Nebraska 


This  letter  is  from  M.H.  of  Nebraska: 

I  just  received  in  today’s  mail  the  copy  of  the  book,  United  States 
Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  which  you  sent,  and  I  want  to  thank 
you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  I’ve  never  seen  a  book  so  well 
written  and  in  depth.  I  am  confident  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  within  will  answer  all  my  questions  about  the 
history  of  the  $20  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle.  Thank 
you  so  very  much! 

We’ve  exchanged  letters  about  the  Saint-Gaudens 
coins  in  the  mail,  but  I  don’t  believe  that  I’ve  ever  told 
you  a  little  about  myself.  I  ’m  about  a  week  away  from  my 
19th  birthday,  and  just  graduated  from  high  school  this 
past  spring.  I’m  planning  to  attend  the  University  of 
Nebraska  here  in  Lincoln  this  fall  to  study  architecture. 

I’m  not  really  sure  what  sparked  by  interest  in  coins, 
or  even  when  it  all  began,  but  I  do  remember  the  first 
coin  I  bought.  It  was  an  1 889  Indian  Head  cent  in  Very 
Good  condition,  and  I  think  I  paid  a  dollar  for  it.  I  also 
remember  that  it  was  not  yet  100  years  old  when  I 
purchased  it,  so  it  was  sometime  before  1989.  Anyway,  I’ve  been  a 
serious  collector  for  about  two  years.  As  a  college-bound  student  my 
budget  has  been  extremely  limited,  but  that  hasn’t  hindered  me  from 
enjoying  the  hobby. 

I’ve  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  acquiring  knowledge  from  books  on 
coins  and  have  been  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  library.  Presently,  I  am 
about  five  coins  away  from  completion  of  a  Roosevelt  dime  set  in 
grades  MS-63  to  MS-65.  I’ve  also  started  on  a  collection  of  Indian 
Head  cents  in  Fine  to  Very  Fine  condition.  Working  on  these  sets  has 
given  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

I’ve  also  become  an  active  member  of  the  local  coin  club,  and  have 


made  a  lot  of  close  friends. 

II I  may  digress  for  a  moment,  I  ’d  like  to  share  my  opinion  on  why 
I  think  Bowers  and  Merena  has  been  so  successful.  For  the  past  three 
years,  I’ve  worked  part-time  for  an  area  grocery  chain  called  Hy-Vee. 

Its  stores  are  centered  around  the  Midwest,  and  the 
company  has  been  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
This  growth  isn’t  because  Hy-Vee  has  the  lowest 
prices.  They  don’t.  It’s  because  customer  service 
has  been  the  number-one  priority.  I  see  a  similarity 
here  to  Bowers  and  Merena.  You  have  made  a 
commitment  to  serving  your  customers  and  ensur¬ 
ing  their  satisfaction.  I’ve  been  most  impressed  by 
this,  and  it  has  really  been  evident  in  the  contact 
I’ve  had  with  you  personally.  I’ve  been  treated  like 
a  “king”  as  the  fillers  in  your  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
The  Coin  Collector  say. 

It  means  a  lot  to  a  new  collector  like  myself  to 
receive  personal  responses  to  questions  about  the 
hobby.  Your  letters  and  the  gold  coin  book  are 
something  I’ll  never  forget.  Well,  I  didn’t  intend  for  this  letter  to  get 
so  lengthy,  just  a  simple  note  of  thanks. 

Thanks  again  for  the  book  (it’s  the  first  volume  in  my  numismatic 
library),  the  letters,  and  your  time.  I’ll  never  hesitate  to  recommend 
people  to  your  firm.  You’ll  probably  be  hearing  more  from  me  in  the 
future  with  orders,  and  who  knows,  maybe  more  questions  about 
coins.  Thanks  for  sharing  a  little  of  yourself  with  me.  Best  wishes  for 
more  success!  I’ll  be  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  for  life. 

P.S.  I’m  enclosing  a  copy  of  my  senior  picture  so  you  can  put  a  face 
with  the  name.  Please  add  it  to  your  collection  of  satisfied  customers 
and  friends. 
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1903  MS-64 . 78 

1903  MS-63  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 175 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1903  MS-62.  Brilliant . 43 

1903-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1903-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 217 

1903-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 194 

1903-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 395 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache) . 325 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant . 645 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1904-0  MS-64  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 75 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 67 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1904-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1904-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 595 

1904-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustre  still  remains  in  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Scarce . 595 

1904-S  EF-40.  Rare  issue . 199 

1921  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,185 

1921  MS-65 . 155 

1921  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26 

1921  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 455 

1921-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1921-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 40 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1921-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 26 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you 
build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

90 

224 

1025 

1878  7/8  TF 

115 

429 

1878  7  TF 

138 

1080 

1878-CC 

119 

239 

1125 

1878-S 

44 

68 

310 

1879 

119 

935 

1879-0 

195 

570 

1879-S 

43 

67 

147 

1880 

56 

138 

1025 

1880-CC 

195 

290 

699 

VARIETY 

1880-0 

MS-63 

439 

MS-64 

1675 

MS-65 

1880-S 

43 

67 

147 

1881 

108 

1881-CC 

252 

285 

510 

1881-0 

52 

1881-S 

43 

67 

147 

1882 

43 

570 

1882-CC 

79 

112 

290 

1882-0 

94 

989 

1882-S 

43 

147 

1883 

155 

1883-CC 

76 

105 

245 

1883-0 

67 

210 

1884 

43 

67 

315 

1884-CC 

84 

102 

252 

1884-0 

43 

67 

147 

1885 

43 

67 

147 

1885-CC 

259 

280 

570 

1885-0 

43 

67 

147 

1885-S 

195 

469 

1886 

43 

67 

147 

1886-S 

675 

1887 

67 

147 

1887-0 

135 

429 

1887-S 

175 

630 

1888 

43 

224 

1888-0 

43 

560 

1888-S 

280 

685 

1889 

43 

429 

1889-0 

259 

699 

1889-S 

205 

395 

1890 

45 

210 

1890-CC 

455 

1890-0 

76 

225 

1890-S 

68 

210 

865 

1891 

179 

785 

1891-CC 

350 

699 

1891-0 

275 

899 

1892 

350 

1892-CC 

975 

1892-0 

252 

650 

1893 

1510 

1894-0 

3095 

1894-S 

935 

1895-S 

4685 

1896 

67 

195 

1897 

67 

350 

1897-S 

72 

98 

630 

1898 

43 

259 

1898-0 

43 

67 

147 

1898-S 

280 

1899 

119 

195 

699 

1899-0 

43 

67 

147 

1899-S 

269 

550 

1900 

67 

232 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900-0 

43 

67 

147 

1900-O/CC 

385 

550 

1450 

1900-S 

375 

1901-0 

67 

259 

1901-S 

899 

1902 

126 

665 

1902-0 

43 

67 

155 

1902-S 

589 

1903 

52 

78 

268 

1903-0 

205 

217 

429 

1904 

645 

1904-0 

43 

67 

147 

1904-S 

2895 

1921  Morgan 

155 

1921-D 

40 

65 

455 

1921-S 

175 

Peace  Dollars 


As  we  go  to  press:  We’ve  always  liked  Peace  dol¬ 
lars,  but  for  several  years  they  have  been  very  quiet 
on  the  market.  Now,  they  are  hot!  (Someone  with 
a  nice  set  or  two:  Please  sell  us  some!!!) 

Basic  information:  Peace  dollars,  minted  1921 
to  1935,  are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coins,  especially  if  in  carefully  selected  grades 


of  MS-63  to  MS-65. 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1921  Peace.  AU-55 . 105 


1922  High  Relief  Proof  Rarity 


1922  High  Relief.  Matte  Proof-64.  (NGC).  High 
relief  as  in  1921,  and  completely  unlike  the 
regular  1922  issue.  In  terms  of  absolute  rarity, 
the  1 922  High  Relief  eclipses  the  famous  1 804 
silver  dollar.  The  present  specimen  is  beautiful 
in  its  appearance,  and  of  unquestioned  rarity 
and  desirability.  . 49,500 

It  is  believed  that  about  10  to  20  Proof  examples  were 
struck  of  which  relatively  few  survive  today.  In  addition  R. 
W.  Julian  reports  that  35,401  business  strike  1922  High  Relief 
dollars  were  coined,  but  these  were  melted  and  were  not  re¬ 
leased.  One  worn  example  is  known  and  may  be  from  the 


business  strike  production. 

1  0?7  MS  65  Brilliant . 

. 189 

1  Q 7 7  MS  64  Brillianr.  ... 

. 60 

107?  MS-60  Brillianr.  ... 

. 23 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
1922-S  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

. 610 

. 72 

. 40 

Not  often  encountered 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  108 


Page  47 


UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  COHNS 


at  this  high  grade  level . 2,150 

1922  S  MS  64.  Brilliant . 350 

1922  S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 55 

1922- S  MS-62 . 30 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1923  NlS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1923  MS-61.  Brilliant . 23 

1923- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,795 

On  the  obverse,  a  very  tiny  but  quite  interesting  die  break 
is  seen  around  much  of  the  border. 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 340 

1923-D  AU-58 . 22 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 455 

1923- S  AU-55 . 20 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1924- S  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning  on  central 

devices . 495 

1924- S  MS-61 . 175 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 675 

1925-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126 

1925- S  AU-50 . 34 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 43 

1926  AU-58 . 26 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 945 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1926-D  AU-55 . 36 

1926-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,215 

1926-S  MS-64 . 210 


1926-S  MS-61.  Brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  40 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,725 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 360 

1927  AU-58 . 46 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 770 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1927-D  MS-61 . 155 


1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  These  MS-61  coins  have 
been  hand-selected  for  their  brilliance,  lustre 
and  quality.  If  you  are  seeking  a  specimen  of  this 
rare  date,  we  know  you’ll  be  delighted!  A  spar¬ 
kling  beauty.  Only  a  few  left  for,  each: . 155 


1927-D  AU-50  (PCGS) . 83 

1927-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 875 

1927-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 224 

1927- S  AU-55 . 72 

MS-65  1928  Peace  dollar 

1928  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,650 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  sat¬ 
iny  surface  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest 

mintage  regular  issue  in  the  series . 350 

1928  AU-50 . 169 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  grade.  1,325 

1928-S  AU-53 . 45 

1928-S  AU-50 . 43 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,450 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 90 

1934-D  MS-63 . 225 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 92 

1934-D  AU-50 . 39 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  specimen 
of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of  your 


collection . 3,845 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  series.  1 ,995 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 495 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 899 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 58 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 46 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,150 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 439 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1935-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-S  Three  Rays  above  eagles  tail.  AU-50.  Bril¬ 
liant . 76 


A  Nice  Note 

“Dear  Gail: 

“Enclosed  is  a  check  for  $  1 50.  Will  have 
the  balance  for  you  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  two  Peace  silver  dollars  are  great — 
thanks  again.  I  will  give  you  a  call  in  a  few 
weeks  to  see  what  is  new  and  say  hello, 
unless  there  is  something  in  The  Coin  Col¬ 
lector  or  Rare  Coin  Review  that  1  have  to 
have,  and  then  I  will  call  you  as  soon  as  the 
issues  arrive.”  — J.J.M. 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


1921 

275 

510 

1922 

60 

189 

1922-D 

40 

72 

610 

1922-S 

350 

2150 

1923 

30 

60 

189 

1923-D 

340 

1795 

1923-S 

455 

1924 

210 

1924-S 

495 

1925 

63 

1925-S 

675 

1926 

560 

1926-D 

252 

945 

1926-S 

210 

1215 

1927 

112 

360 

2725 

1927-D 

259 

770 

1927-S 

224 

875 

1928 

350 

2650 

1928-S 

369 

1325 

1934 

259 

1450 

1934-D 

225 

1935 

78 

205 

899 

1935-S 

275 

1150 

Trade  Dollars 


As  we  go  to  press:  Our  selection  of  trade  dollars 
is  as  fine  as  you’ll  ever  find  anywhere.  This  is  a 
splendid  series,  fascinating  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  gives  you 
many  opportunities. 

Basic  information:  Trade  dollars,  minted  for  cir¬ 
culation  from  1873-1878,  and  only  in  Proof  finish 
after  that,  are  a  very  attractive  series  offering  many 
purchase  opportunities.  The  history  of  this  series  is 
ably  and  interestingly  chronicled  in  The  United 
States  Trade  Dollar  (John  M.  Willem)  now  out  of 
print.  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  contains  detailed  studies  on  each  date  and 
mintmark  issue  of  trade  dollars  coupled  together 
with  much  historical  information. 

A  great  way  to  form  a  set  is  to  seek  one  of  each  ol 
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the  business  strike  mintmark  issues  from  1873 
through  1 878  inclusive,  and  one  of  each  Proof  from 
1873  to  1883.  These  large  and  impressive  coins, 
heavier  than  a  silver  dollar,  will  make  an  impressive 
display! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1873-1876:  Ribbon  ends  below  LIB¬ 
ERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends  below 
LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1873-1876:  Berry  under  eagle’s  claw. 

Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under  eagles 
claw. 

1873  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 
of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination. 


Very  rare  so  fine . 2,250 

1873  VF-30.  Chopmarked . 175 

1873-S  AU-58  (PCI).  Lightly  toned . 425 


Note:  The  press  used  to  coin  1 873-S  trade  dollars  (and 
later  trade  dollars  as  well),  made  by  Morgan  &  Orr  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  is  now  on  display  at  the  entryway  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Headquarters  building  in  Colorado 
Springs. 

Superb  Proof  1874  Trade  $1 
1874  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  delicately 
toned,  of  the  second  rarest  (after  1 873)  trade  dol¬ 


lar  of  the  Proof  1873-1883  series . 2,595 

1874-CC  AU-53  (PCI) . 395 

1874-CC  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 325 


Gem  1874-S  Trade  $1 


1874-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lightly 
toned  specimen  of  a  variety  that  emerges  as  a 
rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  One  of  just  two  we 
have  seen  in  MS-64  in  the  past  10  years.  The 
trade  dollar  specialist  will  enjoy  owning  this 
one . 4,650 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  in  MS-64  grade  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in 
mintmarked  trade  dollars  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  examples 
were  rapidly  circulated  in  America  and,  especially,  in  the  Orient. 

1874-S  Large  Mintmark 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark. 2,350 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Medium  S  mintmark.  625 

Choice  Proof  1875  Trade  $1 
1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the  hard 
to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly  toned  and 

very  attractive.  You’ll  like  this  one! . 2,295 

1875  AU-50  (PCGS).  Type  I/II . 675 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 995 


1875-CC  AU-55-  Brilliant . 425 

1875-CC  Type  I/II.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 425 

1875-S/CC  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  Lightly 
toned.  Just  purchased;  a  find  for  the  special¬ 
ist .  1,950 

1875-S/CC  Type  I/I.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Popular 
overmintmark.”  Always  in  demand.  Much 

original  mint  lustre  remains . 1,250 

1875-S/CC  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  of 
the  only  overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar  se¬ 
ries .  1,295 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 995 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 


Notable  1876-CC  Rarity 


1876-CC  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  In 


our  opinion,  this  is  the  rarest  business  strike 
trade  dollar  in  Mint  State  preservation.  .6,950 


Gem  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 
attractive . 2,795 


Superb  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  light  gray  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  coin! . 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62 . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/I  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 195 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Nicer 
than  some  Mint  State  coins  we’ve  seen.  A  find 

from  our  recent  buying  trip . 485 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 

lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  EF-40 . 165 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  1 00 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,495 

1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 


Differentiation 


This  nice  note  was  recently  received  from 
Charles  S.: 

“At  the  outset  please  let  me  say  that  your 
organization  simply  impresses  the  heck  out 
of  me!  Your  unflagging  commitment  to  edu¬ 
cating  the  customer  and  your  tireless  efforts 
in  the  price-versus-value  debate  differentiate 


you  from  virtually  all  ofyour  competition.  In 
fact,  with  the  exceptions  of  Jack  Beymer  and 
Virg  Marshall,  I  don’t  know  of  another  dealer 
selling  U.S.  coins  who  routinely  promotes 
books  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  ongoing 
operation.  I'm  glad  you  believe  in  ‘Sell  the 
book  before  the  coin!”’ 
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187"’  MS-63  (PCGS  ).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 


higher  grades . 1,495 

1877  MS-62 . 695 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

18"’"’-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,550 

1877-S  AU-58 . 295 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Gem  1878  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  rar¬ 
ity. . 3,350 


Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  Dollar 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces.  Im¬ 
portant  and  beautiful.  Proof-only  issue.  3,350 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Iridescent  lilac  and  gray 
over  somewhat  prooflike  surfaces,  the  latter  a 
somewhat  scarce  characteristic  for  this  issue.  A 

beauty! . 1,350 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning. 

Last  year  of  business  strike  mintage . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  light 
gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant 

and  lustrous . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1879  Proof-62.  Lightly  toned  surfaces.  A  very 

popular  Proof-only  issue . 1,795 


Gem  Proof  1 880  Trade  $  1 


1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  superb  coin  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden 
mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  ever 
find  in  any  grade  of  this  popular  Proof-only 

date . 3,350 

1880  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  Proof-only 
date.  Always  in  demand . 1,350 


Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Just  1,097 

were  struck . 6,495 

1882  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mirror  surfaces. 
Famous  Proof-only  date . 1,750 

Last  Collectible  Trade  Dollar  (1883) 


1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rare  Proof-only  date;  the  last 
readily  collectible  issue  in  the  series.  Light  golden 
toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  gem  that  will  sat¬ 
isfy  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 3,395 

Only  979  coins  were  minted  with  Proof  finish,  and  there 
were  no  business  strikes.  This  stands  as  one  of  the  lowest 
production  figures  for  any  19th  century  American  silver  is¬ 
sue. 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
HOLIDAY  SPECIAL 


Of  all  the  mints  in  U.S.  history,  per¬ 
haps  no  other  excites  Americas  coin  col¬ 
lectors  more  than  the  Carson  City  Mint. 
This  icon  of  the  old  west  first  began  coin¬ 
age  operations  in  1870,  closing  its  doors 
forever  in  1893.  During  the  1870-1885 
period  and  again  during  the  1889-1893 
period  some  of  the  most  famous  rarities 
in  U.S.  numismatics  were  struck. 

Not  to  be  overlooked  are 
the  Morgan  dollars 
from  the  Carson 
City  mint.  Over¬ 
all,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  from  any 


mint  are  cur¬ 
rently  among 
the  most  popu¬ 
lar  of  all  numis¬ 
matic  items,  and 
their  popularity 


Historic 
Carson  City 
Silver 
Dollars 


increases  many  fold  when  that  ’’magic” 
CC  mintmark  shows  beneath  the  eagles 
tail  feathers  on  the  reverse. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  five-piece 
groups  of  lovely  MS-64  Carson  City  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  certified  by  PCGS  or  NGC. 
Each  group  includes  an  1881-CC,  1882- 
CC,  1883-CC,  1884-CC,  and  1885-CC. 

These  dates  are  a  solid  building  block 
for  any  Morgan  dollar 
collection,  as  well  as 
for  a  specialized 
Carson  City 
Mint  collection. 


List  price: 
$884.00. 


Only: 

$795! 
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IN  TURKEY  a  “gold  bank”  was  recently  opened.  Does 
any  reader  have  more  information? 

AAA 

SOMEDAY  someone  should  write  an  article  about  rare 
United  States  coins  that  were  carried  aloft  by  astronauts  in 
the  1960s.  We  recall  that  one  astronaut  took  a  1793  Wreath 
cent  into  orbit,  and  another  a  rare  Dahlonega  Mint  $3  gold 
piece.  Speaking  of  numismatic  curiosa,  another  article  might 
treat  the  irradiating  of  dimes  for  tourists  years  ago  at  the  Oak 
Ridge,  Tennessee,  nuclear 
plant. 

A  A  A 

THE  PATHS  OF  HUR¬ 
RICANES  still  cannot  be  pre¬ 
dicted  with  accuracy,  according 
to  summer  accounts  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Erin  in  Florida,  which  was 
supposed  to  head  north,  but 
went  west  across  the  Florida 
panhandle  instead.  Centuries 
ago  such  seasonal  hurricanes, 
unpredictable,  sent  many  coin¬ 
laden  Spanish  ships  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  sea  including  in 
1857  the  S.S.  Central  America 
with  its  cargo  of  gold. 

A  A  A 

IN  OUR  “RARITIES 
SALE”  catalogue  we  had  a 
“private”  footnote  to  client 
B.R.  under  our  description  of 
the  1881  $3.  Sure  enough, 

B.R.  read  it  and  called  in!  Now, 

B.R.  is  looking  for  an  1875 

gold  dollar  in,  say,  VF  or  EF.  Can  anyone  help? 

AAA 

ONE  OF  OUR  FRIENDS  is  currently  writing  a  mystery 
novel — set  in  the  year  1 859 — in  which  gold  coins  and  broken 
bank  notes  play  an  important  part.  More  information  will 
appear  in  this  column  when  the  title  and  publication  date  are 
known.  Chances  are  it  will  be  available  at  your  local  bookstore. 

AAA 

NUMISMATIC  NAME:  Penny  Sleeper  is  a  motel  near 
the  Santa  Ana  Freeway  in  Southern  California.  Previously, 


we  thought  “penny  sleeper”  referred  to  an  un¬ 
dervalued  large  cent!  Then  there’s  Dollar  Rent- 
A-Car  and  the  well-known  march  song,  Uruler 
the  Double  Eagle. 

AAA 

MINT  DIRECTOR  PHILIP  DIEHL  is 

very  pro-active  on  the  numismatic  scene  and 
submits  opinions  and  commentaries  to  coin 
publications.  It  was  not  always  so  with  other 
Mint  directors.  In  the  1950s  it  was  the  Mint 
versus  collectors,  a  situation  that  continued  un¬ 
til  part  way  through  Eva  Adams’  administration 
in  the  1960s.  Eva  then  saw  the  light,  became  in¬ 
terested  in  numismatics,  and  since  then  her  suc¬ 
cessors,  including  Mary  Brooks  and  Donna 
Pope,  have  done  likewise. 

AAA 

WE  CAN’T  QUITE  FIGURE  OUT  why 

several  modern  United  States  legal  tender  silver  coins  of  which 
only  2,000  to  2,100  pieces  were  released  have  market  prices  of 
just  a  few  hundred  dollars  each  in  Mint  State.  We’re  speaking 
of  such  issues  as  the  1 935-D  and  S  Boone  commemorative  half 
dollars  with  small  “1934”  on  the  reverse,  the  1938  Boone  halves 
from  the  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco  mints,  and 
the  1 939  Arkansas  halves. 

AAA 

RESEARCH  NOTE: 

Some  readers  may  remember 
our  1982  auction  of  the  New 
York  Public  Library’s  rare 
coin  collection.  Many  inter¬ 
esting  coins  were  offered  to¬ 
gether  with  numerous  no¬ 
table  tokens  and  medals,  in¬ 
cluding  some  of  the  latter  by 
Charles  Cushing  Wright,  the 
most  accomplished  of  all 
early  19th-century  American 
engravers.  Recently  we 
learned  from  reading  a  manu¬ 
script  unearthed  by  one  of 
our  researchers  that  Wright’s 
medallic  effects  in  his  estate 
were  given  to  the  New  York 
Public  Library  over  a  century 
ago.  Thus,  certain  items  we 
auctioned  in  1982  may  be 
pedigreed  directly  to  Wright, 
although  neither  the  Library 
nor  your  cataloguer  were 
aware  of  it  at  the  time,  as  the 
pieces  had  no  accompanying  documentation. 

AAA 

WHEN  WE  LIVED  IN  LOS  ANGELES  we  of  course  read 
the  Los  Angeles  Times  every  day.  Among  the  advertisements  in 
each  issue  was  a  notice  for  the  4-Day  Tire  Stores,  a  chain  that 
was  open  four  days  each  week — “the  most  efficient  selling 
hours.”  Now,  on  a  recent  visit  to  LA  from  our  home  in  New 
Hampshire  we  noticed  another  company  with  the  same  theme 
or  an  “improvement”  thereof:  3-Day  Suit  Broker,  a  clothing 
outlet  advertising,  “Open  only  3  days  means  less  overhead. 
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Perhaps  on  our  next  visit  there  will  be  a  2-day  something-or-other.  Of 
course,  maximum  savings  can  he  effected  by  not  being  open  at  all. 

A  A  A 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  Beth  Deisher,  editor  of  Coin  World, 
tor  recently  winning  the  Clemy  Award,  the  highest  honor  of  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Literary  Guild.  Well  deserved,  we  say. 

AAA 

MARK  BORCKARDT,  our  senior  numismatist,  was  very  excited 
the  other  day  when  he  bought  a  blazing  gem  1872-S  Liberty  Seated 
quarter,  a  variety  that  is  ultra-rare  in  MS-65.  In  fact,  we  can’t  recall 
having  seen  even  a  close  competitor 
to  it. 

AAA 

REMEMBER  that  super  1794 
cent  we  had  some  time  ago — the  fin¬ 
est  known  Sheldon-48  Starred  Re¬ 
verse  variety?  Well,  it  is  long  gone, 
and  Mark  Borckardt  misses  it.  So, 
recently  he  bought  another — not 
quite  the  finest  known  or  even  close, 
but  a  decent  Good  or  so  and  with 
many  of  the  curious  five-pointed  stars 
on  the  reverse  sharply  defined. 

AAA 

WAYNE  HOMREN,  one  of  our 

favorite  people  in  the  hobby,  recently 
showed  your  editor  the  draft  of  a 
book  he  is  preparing  about  coin  ar¬ 
ticles  that  appeared  in  popular  (non- 
numismatic)  periodicals  of  the  18th 
and  19th  centuries.  Quite  interesting. 

AAA 

IT  IS  POSSIBLE  but  not  certain 
that  some  of  the  “This  and  That” 
items  from  our  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
Coin  Collector  will  appear  as  an  ex¬ 
change  column  in  a  newspaper  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The 
next  move  is  ours:  We  have  to  send 
them  some  fillers  after  we  edit  out  the  ones  that  are  numismatically 
arcane.  More  about  this  when  (and  if)  it  happens. 

AAA 

WE  ENJOY  Dr.  Joel  Orosz’s  “Printer’s  Devil”  column  in  The  Asy¬ 
lum,  journal  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society.  Joel  is  fond  of 
collecting  non  sequiturs,  oxymorons,  exaggerations,  inconsistencies, 
and  other  amusing  items  from  the  advertising  pages  of  Coin  World  and 
Numismatic  News.  This  reminds  us  of  an  auction  description  quoted 
years  ago  by  Abe  Kosofif.  A  particular  coin  was  offered  in  a  lot  some¬ 
thing  like  this:  “Extremely  Fine.  Unique.”  The  next  lot  went  about  as 
follows:  “Another,  Very  Fine.” 

AAA 

A  COMPLETE  SET  of  our  Coin  Collector  newspaper  from  issue 
No.  1  to  issue  No.  26  recently  changed  hands  for  $30  at  a  coin  club 
meeting,  reader  G.B.  advised.  First  quotation  we’ve  heard. 

AAA 

ALUMNI  of  our  California  office — some  of  you  remember  when 
we  were  based  in  Los  Angeles,  before  moving  to  New  Hampshire — 
recently  had  a  dinner  meeting  at  The  Catch,  a  restaurant  in  Anaheim, 


CA,  according  to  alumnus  Robert  Korver  (who  currently  writes  much 
of  the  material  in  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter)  and  his  wife  Marti,  also 
a  former  staffer.  After  leaving  us  and  before  joining  The  Coin  Dealer 
Newsletter,  Bob  did  a  stint  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

AAA 

JOHN  W.  ADAMS,  he  of  large  cent,  Indian  Peace  medal,  and  nu¬ 
mismatic  book  collecting  fame,  paid  an  early  morning  visit  to  our  of¬ 
fice  on  a  recent  Friday,  had  a  nice  chat,  and  departed  with  a  beautiful 
Currier  &  Ives  print  tucked  under  his  arm.  It  was  in  the  early  1980s 
that  we  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  his  incomparable  collection  of 

1794-dated  U.S.  large  cents  in  a  special 
catalogue. 

AAA 

“WHAT  IS  a  1942  Type  II  Jefferson 
nickel?”  a  reader  recently  wrote.  It  seems 
he  couldn’t  find  it  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book.  We  then  realized  that  we  are  still 
using  the  “old”  name  for  what  today  is 
usually  called  a  1942-P  Jefferson  nickel 
(“wartime”  variety  with  silver  content). 

A  A  A 

WOMEN  IN  NUMISMATICS,  a 

club  composed  of  the  distaff  part  of  our 
hobby,  has  a  connection  to  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  Our  own  Gail 
Watson  is  vice  president,  and  Mark 
Borckardt  recently  gave  the  keynote  talk 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  WIN. 

THANK  YOuVeRY  MUCH  to 

the  judges  at  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild  who  recently  gave  us  the  “Cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Year  Award”  for  our  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  and  the  “Best  Dealer 
Publication  Award”  for  our  Rare  Coin 
Review  magazine,  among  other  awards. 

REMY  BOURNE,  dealer  in  numis¬ 
matic  literature,  recently  described  Lot 
58  as  follows  in  a  recent  auction  catalogue:  “Bowers,  Q.  David.  The 
History  of  United  States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection. 
1979.  Black  cloth.  Very  Fine.  572pp.  This  magnificent  book  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  history  is  the  one  to  have  to  pass  the  winter,  the  book  to  have 
for  those  lazy  summer  days,  the  book  to  have  for  those  quiet  times,  this 
is  THE  BOOK  TO  HAVE  ANYTIME.  Very  important  reference  and 
resource  work.  Invaluable  to  the  serious  numismatist.  ($50.00).” 
Thanks,  Remy. 

A  A  A 

A  LITTLE  BIRDIE  TOLD  US  that  Helen  Carmody,  top  vote 
getter  in  the  recent  ANA  election  for  the  Board  of  Governors,  plans 
to  toss  her  hat  in  the  ring  as  vice  president  in  the  election  two  years 
from  now.  You  read  it  first  here!  The  ANA  will  be  the  beneficiary,  of 
course,  if  she  does  so.  Helen  is  a  real  live  wire  in  numismatics  as  many 
readers  know. 

AAA 

JOHN  J.  PITTMAN  is  being  honored  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  as  the  1996  “Numismatist  of  the  Year.  Congratu¬ 
lations,  John. 
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Coins  for  Sale 


U  S.  GOLD  COINS 

As  we  go  to  press:  Gold  coins  and  more  gold 
coins!  Beautiful  and  ever  popular.  Look  through 
this  selection  carefully. 

Basic  information:  American  gold  coins  were 
minted  for  general  circulation  in  the  denominations 
$1,  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20.  The  larger  de¬ 
nominations,  $5,  $10,  and  $20,  were  primarily  in¬ 
tended  as  bullion  coins  for  use  in  bank-to-bank 
settlements,  international  transactions,  and  other 
financing.  As  many  of  these  were  shipped  overseas 
during  the  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  fairly 
substantial  quantities  exist  today,  making  them 
highly  collectible.  This  is  particularly  true  for  many 
issues  from  about  the  1880s  to  the  1920s.  Most 
earlier  issues,  even  of  high  mintages,  are  quite  rare 
if  in  Mint  State.  $1  and  $3  are  rare  in  all  grades, 
were  discontinued  itj  1889,  and  have  been  fairly 
elusive  ever  since.  $2.50  pieces,  known  as  quarter 
eagles,  are  also  scarce  in  comparison  to  the  higher 
denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  va¬ 
rieties  is  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100; 
available  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  shipping  and 
handling). 

While  it  is  interesting  to  collect  gold  coins  by 
date,  sequence,  and  mintmark  variety,  a  very  satis¬ 
fying  exhibit  can  be  made  by  collecting  one  each 


of  the  major  design  types,  either  starting  with  the 
reduced-weight  gold  coins  (first  minted  on  August 
1 ,  1 834),  and  continuing  in  certain  denominations 
through  1933,  or  incorporating  the  early  series 
1795-1834  as  well.  The  larger  denominations  such 
as  $20  are  very  affordable  and  in  some  instances  sell 
for  relatively  little  over  bullion  or  melt-down  value, 
despite  their  being  75  to  100  or  more  years  old. 

SI  Gold  Pieces 

Choice  1852-0  Gold  $1 


1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  sharp,  brilliant  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  this  early  New  Orleans 
issue.  Much  more  elusive  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart . 4,650 

At  the  time  the  1852-0  gold  dollar  was  struck,  there 
was  not  a  single  numismatist  in  America  desiring  to  collect 
gold  coins  by  mintmark  varieties.  Not  even  the  Mint  Cabi¬ 
net  set  aside  examples  for  display.  Accordingly,  all  the  pieces 
slipped  unnoticed  into  circulation.  Today,  Mint  State  pieces 
are  rare  at  all  levels.  Their  survival  was  only  a  matter  of  chance. 

1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Some  lightness  of  strike,  as  usual,  at  85 

of  date . 1,295 


From  the  outset,  the  Mint  experienced  difficulties  in  stnk- 
ing  up  the  central  features  of  the  new  Type  II  design.  Because 
of  this,  the  relief  was  modified  in  1856  (to  the  Type  III). 

1856  MS-63.  Slanting  5  variety.  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  First  year  of  the  Type  III  design. .  1 ,095 
1863  AU-50.  A  prime  rarity,  but  largely  unappre¬ 


ciated  by  the  market . 1 ,650 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62 . 595 


1874  MS-63,  somewhat  prooflike.  Brilliant  ..950 

Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,950 


Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 


at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  or  EF  grade . 2,750 

1856  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1857  MS-61  (NGC) . 485 


1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle  at 
this  grade  level.  A  prize  for  the  specialist.  ...  1 ,850 

1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache) .  2,450 

The  1 862/1  Overdate  was  discovered  by  our  friend,  the 
late  Aubrey  Bebee,  well-known  Omaha  coin  dealer.  Although 
additional  specimens  have  come  to  light  since  his  original 
find  in  1962,  it  still  remains  a  first-class  rarity.  Perhaps  a 
dozen  are  known  totally. 

Notable  1869-S  $2.50 

1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

1 874  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Scarce 

so  nice . 950 

Low-Mintage  1885  $2.50 
1 885  AU-50.  Highly  important  issue.  Onlv  800 
business  strikes  were  made,  one  of  the  low- 


Roman  Numerals i 


The  following  letter  is  from  C.R.,  a  Mis¬ 
souri  reader: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

“The  21st  century  is  just  around  the 
corner.  Five  years  to  be  exact  and  I  would 
like  to  make  a  suggestion. 

“On  our  coins  I  would  like  to  see  the 
Mint  use  Roman  numerals  for  that  one  year 
instead  of  Arabic  numbers. 

“If  I  read  Webster  correctly,  the  Roman 
numeral  MM  would  be  the  shortest  expres¬ 
sion  in  one  thousand  years.  To  be  technical, 
it  might  be  999  years. 

“Since  the  general  public  doesn’t  under¬ 
stand  Roman  numerals  and  probably  cares 
less,  the  Mint  may  not  want  to  change  the 
system  on  circulation  coins,  but  it  would  be 


nice  on  Proof  sets,  gold  and  silver  bullion 
coins. 

“Another  thought  comes  to  mind.  Maybe 
we  should  use  Roman  numerals  on  all  coins 
just  for  that  one  year,  which  might  stimulate 
more  interest  in  numismatics.” 

Editor's  note:  An  interesting  idea,  but 
reader  C.R.  is  right  that  few  people  care 
about  Roman  numerals.  In  historic  Ameri¬ 
can  coinage  they  have  been  used  just  twice: 
on  the  MCMVTI  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 
gold  by  Augustus  St.  Gaudens,  and  on  the 
MCMXV-S  (191 5-S)  $50  gold  slugs  (made 
in  octagonal  and  round  shape)  designed  by 
Robert  Aitken.  In  recent  years  they  have 
appeared  on  American  gold  bullion  issues  as 
well. 
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est  production  figures  in  American  numis¬ 
matics . 2,250 

18v>t)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 
18tr’  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  1,350 
190-»  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  sparkling  little 


cameo . 1,350 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1909  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 


191 1-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharp  mintmark.  1,950 

Choice  1914-D  $2.50 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lustrous. 


Not  easy  to  find  at  this  grade  level . 1,950 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

$3  Gold  Pieces 

1854  EF-40.  First  year  of  issue . 695 

In  1854  the  word  DOLLARS  is  in  smaller  letters  than 
on  all  other  issues  1855-1889. 

1857  AU-53  (PCGS) . 875 

1874  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  beauti¬ 
ful!  .  1,295 


Gem  Proof  1876  $3  Classic  Rarity 


1876  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  of  gem  quality.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  classics  among  United 
States  gold  coins.  Only  45  were  minted — all  in 
Proof  format — with  no  accompanying  business 
strikes.  Today,  the  number  known  is  closer  to  25. 
Certainly  this  cameo  gem  will  be  a  highlight  of 

the  finest  collection . 38,650 

1878  MS-60  (NGC).  Avery  lustrous  and  appealing 
piece.  Compare  to  MS-61  or  MS-62  coins  else¬ 
where,  and  this  coin  will  hold  its  own . 1,950 

Half  Eagles 

Attractive  1808  $5  Gold 
1808  Breen4-A.  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

specimen  of  this  early  date . 2,795 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Ideal 
for  a  type  set . 675 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lus¬ 
tre . 3,450 

1 838  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin.  Last  year  of 
the  Classic  Head  type . 1,395 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  seldom  seen  rarity  in  all 

grades . 2,950 

1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade  level. 
A  beauty! . 1,450 


Rare  1849-D  Half  Eagle 
1849-D  EF-45.  Attractive  deep  yellow-gold.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  extant  in  this  grade.  2,195 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 
1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 

Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 

protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1880  MS-60.  Brilliant . 239 

1882-S  MS-63  (NGC).  The  1882-S  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  in  MS-63  preser¬ 
vation  relatively  few  exist.  A  prize  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 1,595 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  prize  item  in 

this  gem  preservation! . 2,850 

1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Rare  at  this  grade 

level . 1,095 

1 890  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous.  Possibly  cleaned  long 
ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed . 650 

1892- CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Just  purchased.  One  of 

many  beautiful  gold  coins  recently  added  to  our 
stock . 875 

1893- CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1,595 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  .2,850 
1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 


grade . 1,295 

1908  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1909  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695 

1909-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 


Exceptional  1909-0  Rarity 


1909-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow-gold.  An 
exceptional  specimen  of  the  rarest  issue  in  the 
series  in  high  grades  (we’ve  seen  more  high-level 
1929  half  eagles  than  1909-0).  Just  purchased. 
A  major  opportunity  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,895 


Mint  State  191 1-D  $5  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  one  of  the 
rarest  half  eagles  at  this  grade  level,  an  issue 
which  is  typically  seen  in  the  VF  and  EF 

range . 6,495 

191 1-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Another  new  purchase  from  our  all-across-the- 
country  buying  trip.  In  this  issue  you  have  first 


pick  of  many  fine  things! . 1,250 

191 1-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 419 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine . 2,195 


The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,195 

Eagles 


Scarce  1797  Eagle 


1797  Breen2-D.  Large  Eagle.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Bright  yellow  gold.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
scarce  date.  First  year  of  the  Large  Eagle  (a.k.a. 
Heraldic  Eagle)  design.  Important  for  a  type  set 
or  a  great  addition  to  a  specialized  gold  collec¬ 
tion.  Just  acquired . 9,950 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 
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Rare  1 838  Eagle 


1838  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Light  yellow-gold. 


Rare  in  all  grades . 2,895 

1844  VF-30  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1849-0  VF-20.  A  scarce  date . 495 

1850  Small  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  variety. 

Ideal  for  the  specialist . 1,795 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 
remains . 1,495 

1882- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1883- S  EF-40  (NGC) . 375 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 
1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895 

1890- CC  VF-35  (PCGS) . 410 

1891- CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Just 

purchased . 925 

1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895 

1893-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1900-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 465 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  lustrous  gem 

specimen . 3,895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  . 1,095 

1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-63  (PCGS).  With 
gorgeous  brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  this  design.  1,895 
1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 625 

The  1 908-E)  No  Motto  $10  is  curious  inasmuch  as  the 
D  mintmark  on  this  issue  alone  is  far  to  the  left  of  and  above 
the  leftmost  leaves  in  the  branch.  The  1908-D  With  Motto 
and  all  other  mintmarked  Indian  $10  varieties  have  the 
mintmark  much  lower  and  below  the  end  of  the  branch. 

1910-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 625 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in  the 
early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 .  1,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  series . 1,095 


Ihmlilp  Eagles 

1852  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache) . 1,095 

Mint  State  1873-CC  Double  Eagle 
1873-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Closed  3  (as  are  all). 
Lustre  evident  in  protected  areas.  Scarce  and 

beautiful! . 1,890 

1884-CC  AU-50.  A  highly  lustrous  specimen  of 
this  popular  Carson  City  gold  issue . 1,395 

Struck  from  Comstock  Lode  metal.  Although  this  vast 
deposit  of  ore,  discovered  in  the  1850s,  was  best  known  for 
its  silver,  about  an  equal  amount  (value-wise)  of  gold  was 


extracted. 

1897  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1898  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1902  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade  of 
the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of  just 

59,01 1  pieces . 5,495 

1913-S  MS-62.  Frosty,  lustrous  and  quite  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1,795 

1913-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 
quite  elusive  low-mintage  issue . 1,795 


1924-D  $20  Rarity 


1924-D  MS-62  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  issue.  It  is  believed 
that  most  specimens  were  melted  following  the 
Executive  Gold  Order  of  March  1 933. ..  2,750 


1924-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very  close  to 
full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels. ...  1,650 


A  Three  generations:  Dave  Bowers,  son 
Wynn,  and  grandson  John  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  born  October  8, 1995,  just  in  time  to 
get  a  1995  Proof  set. 


Goose  vs.  Eagle  on  Coins 


The following  is  from  Dr.  Ivan  C.  Michels  ’ 
book ,  The  Current  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of 
All  Nations,  and  discusses  the  adoption  of  the 
eagle  during  the  first  decade  of  American 
coinage: 

“In  1794  the  first  dollar  was  coined.  The 
field  of  the  reverse  was  proposed  to  be  occu¬ 
pied  by  an  eagle.  This  question  of  the  em¬ 
blems  and  devices  for  our  national  arms  was 
before  the  House,  when  Matthew  Lyon,  a 
member  from  the  South,  warmly  opposed 
the  eagle,  as  a  monarchical  bird.  The  king  of 
birds,  he  thought,  could  not  be  a  suitable 
representation  of  a  country  whose  institu¬ 
tions  were  founded  in  hostility  to  kings. 

“In  reply  J  udge  Thatcher  proposed  a  goose, 
which,  he  said,  was  a  most  humble  and  repub¬ 
lican  bird,  and  would,  in  other  respects,  prove 
advantageous,  inasmuch  as  the  goslings  would 
be  convenient  to  put  on  the  ten  and  five-cent 


pieces.  The  laughter  which  followed  at  Mr. 
Lyon’s  expense  was  more  than  he  could  bear. 
He  construed  this  good-humored  irony  into 
an  insult,  and  sent  a  challenge.  The  bearer 
delivered  it  to  Mr.  Thatcher,  who  read  and 
returned  it  to  him,  observing  that  he  should 
not  accept  it.  ‘What!  will  you  be  branded  as  a 
coward?’  ‘Yes,  sir,  if  he  pleases,  I  always  was  a 
coward,  and  he  knew  it,  or  he  never  would 
have  challenged  me.’ 

“  The  joke  was  to  good  to  be  resisted  even 
by  the  angry  party.  It  occasioned  infinite 
mirth  in  congressional  circles,  and  the  former 
cordial  and  gentlemanly  intercourse  between 
the  parties  was  soon  restored  in  a  manner 
entirely  satisfactory.  This  was  a  very  happy 
ending,  and  it  was  well  said  that  Mr.  Lyon 
wisely  concluded  there  was  no  use  trying  to 
fight  with  a  man  who  fired  nothing  but 
jokes.” 
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The 

Great  Hudson  Chain, 

Prelude  to  Machiu's  Mills 


by  Russell  Easterbrooks 


John  Hancock  once  said;  “Preserve  the  materials  necessary 
to  a  particular  and  clear  history  of  the  American  Revolution. 
They  will  yield  uncommon  entertainment  to  the  inquisitive 
and  curious,  and  at  the  same  time,  afford  the  most  useful  and 
important  lessons  not  only  to  our  own  posterity  but  to  all  suc¬ 
ceeding  generations.” 

Thomas  Machin’s  private 
mint,  known  as  Machin’s 
Mills,  and  the  wide  variety  of 
copper  coins  that  were 
manufactured  there,  have 
been  of  interest  to  numisma¬ 
tists  for  many  years.  In  1875 
in  Early  Coins  of  America, 

Sylvester  S.  Crosby  told 

much  of  Machin’s  coining  facilities  and  the  pieces  produced, 
but  relatively  little  about  Machin  himself. 

In  other  locations,  notes  of  the  life  and  military  career  sur¬ 
rounding  Captain  Thomas  Machin  show  the  character  and 
abilities  as  well  as  the  versatility  of  a  revolutionary  patriot. 
George  Washington  once  said  that  Machin  was  “an  ingenious 
faithful  hand,  and  one  that  has  considerable  experience  as  an 
engineer.” 

Born  in  England  March  20,  1744,  Thomas 
Machin  was  the  son  of  a  mathematician.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  military  at  the  age  of  1 5  and  was  in¬ 
volved  in  fighting  the  French 
during  the  Seven-Year  War. 

When  he  left  the  military  ser¬ 
vice  he  took  a  job  as  an  assis¬ 
tant  surveyor  for  James 
Brindley,  an  engineer,  who 
at  that  time  was  construct¬ 
ing  the  first  English  barge 
canal.  This  impressive  facil¬ 
ity  allowed  coal  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  40  miles  from  the  mine  di¬ 
rectly  to  Liverpool. 

In  his  early  twenties,  Machin  sailed  to  America  as  a  min¬ 
ing  consultant,  where  he  evaluated  newly  discovered  copper 
deposits  in  northern  New  Jersey. 

During  1 772  Machin  found  himself  part  of  revolutionary 
politics.  Now  living  in  Boston,  he  was  one  of  the  1 17  Sons 
of  Liberty  who  took  part  in  the  Boston  T  ea  Party.  After  war 


broke  out,  Machin  joined  and  fought  at  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  where  he  was  wounded. 
Shortly  after  recovering  from  his  injuries  he 
accepted  a  commission  in  the  Continental 
Artillery  as  a  second  lieutenant  under  the 
command  of  fellow  Lea  Party  participant 
Colonel  Henry  Knox. 

Machin’s  engineering  ability  emplacing 
cannons  at  Boston  impressed  General  Wash¬ 
ington,  who  later  ordered  him  to  Fort  Mont¬ 
gomery  to  act  as  an  engineer  in  the  work  on 
the  fortifications. 

British  shipping  on  the  Hudson  River  cre¬ 
ated  the  need  to  obstruct  the  enemy’s  navi¬ 
gation.  An  investigative  committee  proposed 
that  a  chain  to  be  stretched  across  the  river  at 
its  narrowest  place,  near  Fort  Montgomery. 
Machin  was  ordered  to  start  engineering  the  project  and  to  con¬ 
tact  a  furnace  capable  of  manufacturing  the  iron  links.  Having 
spent  time  evaluating  copper  mines  in  northern  New  Jersey, 
Machin  chose  to  contact  Robert  Erskine’s  Ringwood  furnace. 
In  autumn  1776  this  facility  produced  the  bulk  of  the  276  links, 
303  clips,  and  197  bolts  necessary  to  com¬ 
plete  the  first  Hudson  River  chain.  The 
manufacturing  was  completed  in  only  nine 
weeks,  after  which  it  took  dozens  of  oxen  to 
haul  the  heavy  wagons  along  rough  forest 
roads  to  the  river. 

Winter  was  at  hand  and  soon  ice  would  be 
drifting  along  the  river.  However,  the  chain 
needed  to  be  tested  for  use  the  following 
spring.  The  links  were  connected  and  placed 
across  log  rafts  for  support.  After  the  chain  was  drawn  across  the 
river,  it  was  firmly  anchored  on  both  shores.  The  chain  held  for 
a  short  time,  but  enormous  pressure  snapped  it  during  two  sepa¬ 
rate  testings.  The  major  American  effort  to  block  the  Hudson 
seemed  ill-fated.  Determined  to  succeed  with  the  project,  Machin 
re-examined  the  chain  and  insisted  that  it  was  serviceable  and  that 
it  was  the  best  approach  to  obstructing  the  river. 

In  December  Machin  was  authorized  to  have  blacksmiths 
replace  any  questionable  links  and  refix  the  chain  the  following 
spring.  Machin  met  with  Washington  to  give  a  first-hand  re¬ 
port  on  the  progress  of  the  chain  and  receive  his  commission  as 

captain. 

In  early  April  1777 
the  1,650-foot  chain  was 
drawn  across  the  river  at 
a  sharper  angle  than  it 
had  previously  been 
tried.  This  time  it  held 
perfectly. 

On  October  6,  1777, 
after  a  large  body  of 
Continental  soldiers  left 
Fort  Montgomery  to  assist  Washington  in  Philadelphia,  the  fort 
was  attacked.  The  undermanned  stronghold  was  overwhelmed, 
and  Machin  took  a  musket  ball  in  his  shoulder  while  firing  a 
cannon.  The  retreating  soldiers  helped  Machin  escape,  leaving 
the  chain  across  the  Hudson  unprotected.  British  Commodore 
Sir  William  Hotham  took  command  of  Fort  Montgomery.  In 
his  report  to  Admiral  Howe  he  said;  “I  have  directed  such  part 
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of  the  chain  and  boom  as  cannot  be  saved  to  be  destroyed,  the  con¬ 
struction  of  both  give  strong  proofs  of  labor,  industry,  and  skill.” 

By  1778,  the  threat  of  British  shipping  once  again  brought  about 
the  decision  to  construct  another  chain  to  obstruct  the  Hudson,  this 
time  at  West  Point.  Captain  Machin  was  requested  to  draw  up  the 
specifications  and  find  a  furnace  capable  of  smelting  and  forging  a  chain 
nearly  twice  as  strong  as  the  one  at  Fort  Montgomery.  The  Sterling 
Iron  works  was  chosen  to  produce  the  750-link  chain.  Machin’s’  ob¬ 
servations  of  the  operations  at  this  large  iron  works  no  doubt  served 
him  well  in  his  later  manufacturing  of  copper  coins. 

While  the  chain  was  being  forged,  the  fort  to  protect  it  and  a  road  to 
the  river  were  constructed.  By  mid- 1778  the  chain  was  assembled  and 
put  in  place  at  West  Point.  Captain  Machin  received  congratulations 
from  General  Washington  and  New  York  Governor 
Clinton  for  his  accomplishment. 

It  is  not  too  far-fetched  to  contemplate  that 
large  cents  minted  in  1793  at  the  first  U.S. 
mint,  and  known  to  numismatists  as  “Chain 
cents,”  may  be  have  designed  to  symbolize 
Machin’s  achievement. 

Captain  Machin’s  last  days  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution  were  spent  emplacing  cannons  at 
Yorktown.  At  the  end  of  the  war  he  settled  near 
Newburgh,  New  York.  On  March  3,  1787, 
Machin  petitioned  New  York  for  the  right  to 
produce  copper  coins.  New  York’s  lack  of  inter¬ 
est  in  such  a  project  left  Machin  with  the  decision 
to  start  his  own  private  mint.  Utilizing  a  building  he  had  erected  in 
1784  on  Orange  Pond,  and  with  the  aid  of  six  partners,  Machin  Mills 
was  established.  Machin’s  associates  included  Samuel  Atlee  and  James 
Atlee  who  were  said  to  be  in  possession  of  certain  implements  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  coining  trade.  James  Atlee  had  been  an  engraver  at  the  New 
Jersey  mint  for  copper  coins  at  Rahway  Mills. 

On  June  7,  1787,  Machin  Mills  expanded  its  partnership  to  10, 
which  included  most  notably,  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr.,  the  Vermont 
coiner,  and  Daniel  Van  Voorhis,  a  New  York  City  goldsmith. 

The  coining  operations  were  conducted  in  secret.  Many  different 
varieties  of  copper  coins  were  made,  most  notably  counterfeits  of  Brit¬ 
ish  halfpennies.  These  coins  were  struck  from  shallow-relief  dies  made 
to  give  the  coins  the  appearance  of  having  been  in  circulation. 

Many  Vermont  coppers  of  1787  and  most  dated 
1788  are  of  lighter  weight  than  earlier  Vermont 
coppers  and  are  believed  to  have  been  made  at 
Machin  Mills.  In  July  1788,  Machin  Mills 
bought  Walter  Mould’s  equipment  from  the 
Morristown,  New  Jersey  mint.  In  September 
1788,  they  bought  some  of  the  Connecticut 
minting  equipment  including  some  of 
Abel  Buel’s  device  punches.  The  diversity 
of  tools  used  and  the  number  of  people 
associated  with  Machin’s  Mills  may  ex¬ 
plain  why  so  many  different  styles  of  coins 
were  made.  Much  of  the  metal  used  for  coin¬ 
ing  came  from  old  brass  cannons  and  mortars  mixed  with  zinc  from 
copper  that  had  been  smelted  in  a  furnace. 

The  mint  ceased  operations  in  1790-1791  when  coining  became 
unprofitable.  Walter  Breen  once  estimated  that  between  100,000  and 
200,000  coppers  were  manufactured  at  Machin  Mills,  but  others  be¬ 


lieve  that  many  more  were  made. 

I  oday,  numismatists  continue  to  try  to  determine  which  coins  were 
made  at  Machin  Mills  and  the  reasoning  behind  the  many  varieties. 

In  addition  to  his  historic  chains  across  the  Hudson  and  his  coin¬ 
ing  venture,  Machin’s  interesting  life  included  his  surveying  a  proposed 
canal  route  across  Cape  Cod.  He  was  a  Masonic  officer  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  Thomas  Machin  died  in  1 816  at 
the  age  of  72.  His  grave,  accompanied  by  a  historic  marker,  is  located 
in  Carlisle,  New  York. 

How  to  Create  a  Rare  Coin 

(Wouldn't  It  Be  Nice?) 

by  Jim  Snedeker 

It  s  difficult  to  be  excited  about  our  current  coins.  Antiseptic 
designs  are  made  even  more  boring  by  astronomical  mintages.  (By 
the  way,  did  you  know  that  the  law  officially  considers  the  presiden¬ 
tial  portraits  not  to  be  depictions  of  men,  but  rather  as  representa¬ 
tions  of  liberty?)  Even  the  1982  No  P  dime,  though  somewhat  rare, 
is  still  an  error,  and  is  not  a  rare  regular  issue  as  such.  The  same  is 
true  for  the  modern  “Proof  Only”  issues — while  their  mintage's  are 
relatively  low,  they  don’t  get  into  circulation,  so  that  means  that 
non-collectors  will  never  accidentally  find  one  in  change  and 
became  enchanted  enough  to  become  collectors. 

Which,  of  course,  is  the  great  thing  about  numismatics:  the 
mystery  of  rare  coins  and  the  hope  that  maybe,  just  maybe,  we’ll  get 
lucky  and  find  something  valuable  in  change.  Of  course,  with 
billions  of  non-rare  coins  being  produced  each  year,  that  likelihood 
(which  was  low  to  begin  with)  creeps  toward  the  infinitesimal. 

Imagine  how  much  fun  it  would  be  to  have  a  rare  regular  issue! 
Taking  a  cue  from  our  gallant  sports  heroes,  let’s  say  that  next  year 
the  mint  employees  went  on  strike.  Months  and  months  of  hot¬ 
headed  negotiations  went  by,  but  nothing  was  resolved.  Mean¬ 
while,  1 996  issues  are  not  being  made  and  nobody  is  missing  them. 
Then,  in  late  fall,  they  achieve  a  breakthrough,  and  the  decision  is 
to  go  ahead  and  strike  1996  issues.  But  minting  is  slow,  and  by  the 
time  1 997  rolls  around,  all  concerned  decide  to  cancel  the  rest  of  the 
1996  season.  Let’s  say  that  maybe  only  a  couple  million  of  each 
denomination  were  struck.  Imagine  the  joy  in  Mudville,  as  well  as 
in  Numismatic  News,  Coin  World and  countless  coin  clubs  through¬ 
out  the  country!  It  would  also  be  a  real  shot  in  the  arm  to  the  hobby, 
as  word  got  out  and  ordinary  Joes  would  be  frantically  searching 
their  change,  getting  rolls  from  the  bank,  and  asking  dealers  for 
help,  and  in  the  process  becoming  exposed  to  the  hobby. 

So  much  for  fairyland.  In  the  meantime,  through,  we  can  still 
fantasize  about  having  that  old  coin  turn  up  unexpectedly  in  our 
hands.  Coins  are  solid  mementos  of  the  past  and  don’t  go  away. 
They  tell  us  the  history  of  our  country,  complete  with  sidelights  of 
wars,  resource  discovery  and  shortages,  as  well  as  greed,  jealousy  and 
other  human  failings.  Based  on  the  obviously  lax  security  in  the 
mint  long  ago,  it’s  quite  likely  that  many  coins  that  are  thought  to 
have  been  melted  or  to  have  never  existed  may  yet  exist.  And  known 
pieces  like  the  1 964  Peace  dollar  and  the  1 974  aluminum  cent  prove 
that  truly  rare  and  intriguing  coins  still  can  be  produced  nowadays. 
It’s  a  long  shot,  but  sooner  or  later,  these  and  other  as-yet- 
undiscovered  rarities  will  surface,  each  with  its  own  story  waiting  to 
be  told,  and  we’ll  be  happy  to  tell  it. 
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US.  COMMEMORATIVE 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

As  we  go  to  press:  The  following  listing  includes 
many  gems  from  our  recent  cross-country  buying 
trip.  Enjoy  the  opportunities  offered  by  the  present 
market. 

Basic  information:  Commemoratives  are  among 
the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins,  as  there 
are  so  many  types  commemorating  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  interesting  observances,  occasions,  and  anniver¬ 
saries — some  obscure  and  others  of  national  impor¬ 
tance. 

The  appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced 
greatly  by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United.  States:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the 
most  comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  pro¬ 
duced,  and  includes  much  price  information  as 
well.  Excellent  studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen  are  also  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value. 

1893  Isabella 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  early  issue . 2,475 


Attractive  1893  Isabella  quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 


Strong  eye  appeal . 2,475 

Splendid  Gem  Isabella 

1 893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
gem.  Beautiful! . 2,475 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64.  A  prize  coin,  lus¬ 


trous  and  beautiful . 1,185 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 699 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 459 


1900  Lafayette  dollar 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65.  A  splendid  gem. 
Rare  in  this  high  grade . 9,685 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually 
in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 9,685 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mint¬ 
age  of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December 
14,  1899,  actually  a  year  before  the  1900  “date”  on  the  coin. 
December  14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washingtons  death. 

MS-64  Lafayette  dollar 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen 
of  this  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  issue.  ...3,450 

Gem  MS-64  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  with  deep  golden  highlights.  A 
splendid  coin!  . 3,450 

Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 3,450 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63.  Brilliant. ..  1,950 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62.  Brilliant.  ..1,115 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,115 


Gem  1921  Alabama  2X2  50<t 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  toning.  Very  well-struck.  One  of 
the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this  issue,  and  one  of 


the  hardest  to  find  commemorative  halves  at 

this  grade  level . 3,575 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,299 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,299 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 849 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 519 

1921  Alabama.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,115 

1921  Alabama.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 699 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 735 

1936  Albany.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 


1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCI).  Lightly  toned.  Marked 
“PQ”  on  the  holder.  A  very  nice  specimen.  385 

We  originated  the  term  “PQ”  for  Premium  Quality  a 
few  years  ago,  but  it  was  picked  up  and  became  abused  else¬ 
where  in  the  marketplace,  so  we  have  largely  discontinued 


its  use. 

1936  Albany.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 290 

1 936  Albany.  AU-58 . 259 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 1,260 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 785 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 104 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 04 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 98 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis-  esty,  courtesy,  selection,  award-winning 
maticcommunity, few companiescan match  publications,  and  service  to  the  hobby. 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  We  have  Bowers  and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be 
established  our  reputation  through  hon-  proud  to  deal  with. 


Page  58 


Ritre  Com  Review  No.  108 


UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  CO  I IV S 


1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 104 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 122 

1 937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 122 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 630 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 122 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65 . 875 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 210 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low  mintage 

rarity. . 875 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  Brilliant . 210 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 175 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low  mintage 
rarity . 875 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare . 175 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 419 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Low  mintage 

rarity . 340 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100 

were  distributed,  and  few  are  as  nice  as  this  one 
today  . 1,025 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series.  .419 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low  mintage 

rarity . 1,150 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 419 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 509 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1934  Boone.  MS-65 . 189 

1934  Boone.  MS-64 . 1 12 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65 . 182 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 . 112 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934."  MS-63 . 98 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  this  rarity.  Only  2,000 

were  distributed! . 1,035 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed!  . 1 ,035 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 


1937  Boone.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  brilliant, 


mirrorlike  gem.  Very  rare  with  mirrorlike  sur- 


faces .  1,425 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1937  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 16 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. .  610 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 359 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 610 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed! . 735 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  only 

2,000  distributed . 665 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Incredibly  low 

distribution  of  only  2,100  coins . 935 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed . 455 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 385 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 429 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so 

fine .  1,050 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 469 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 290 

1925-S  California.  AU-58 . 105 


1951  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...85 

1951-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65-  Brilliant.  135 
1951-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  35 
1951-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  attractive  toning . 485 

1951- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 72 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...65 
1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...27 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...26 

1952- D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 224 

1952-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  105 
1952-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  83 

1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .205 


1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant . 68 

1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-63 . 53 

1953-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 310 

1953-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-64 . 78 

1953-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-63 . 55 

1953-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1953-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant . 65 


1953- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  27 
1954  Carver- Washington,  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .245 
1954  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...54 
1954  Carver- Washington,  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...46 

1954- D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  245 
1954-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  54 
1954-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1954-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  26 


1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65-  Brilliant.  Rare . 835 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce 
at  this  high  grade  level.  One  of  just  5,000  dis¬ 
tributed . 699 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 335 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,080 


J 


1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 335 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 359 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8S 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...495 
1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 495 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64 . 252 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-64.  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 252 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 899 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  Prooflike.  Pale  gold  with 
traces  of  blue  iridescence . 395 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 835 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen . 749 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 310 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 810 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 335 


Superb  Grant  With  Star 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  In  our  opinion,  in  this  grade  this  is  the 
rarest  variety  in  the  series . 3,295 

Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50< 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces.  ...3,295 

In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  was 
the  key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high 
grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity 
of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this 
the  publicity  for  the  issue  has  fallen  between  the  cracks.  Still, 
it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece 
such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition. 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...  1,025 


1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 485 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  AU-58 . 98 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 
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Superb  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  brilliant 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  key 
"type  in  the  series . 6,195 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Rarity 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty 
gem.  The  most  desired  design  type  of  the  com¬ 
memorative  series.  Rarely  seen  this  nice.  6,195 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 6,195 


Rare  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64 . 2,950 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 2,195 


1935  Hudson.  MS-65. Brilliant  and  lustrous.  1,795 
1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...935 
1935  Hudson.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  If  you’re  building 
a  high  quality  collection  of  commemoratives, 


you’ve  come  to  the  right  place! . 645 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 570 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 835 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 290 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 217 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 138 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Common  in 
lower  grades,  very  elusive  in  gem  MS. ...  1,165 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 

reverse . 770 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 268 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 126 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois  MS-60.  Brilliant . 96 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-55 . 90 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  AU-50 . 85 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 150 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 94 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .90 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1,450 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 


Carter  Glass,  a  Lynchburg  native  and  quite  alive  U.S. 
senator  is  featured  on  this  popular  issue,  although  he  is  said 
to  have  spoken  out  against  the  appearance  of  living  persons 


on  American  coinage. 

1936  Lynchburg.  AU-55 . 189 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem. ..  865 

1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . .' . 245 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 


1921  Missouri  2X4 

1921  Missouri.  2X4.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  at  this  high  grade 
level.  One  of  the  prime  rarities  in  the  com¬ 


memorative  series . 6,995 

1921  Missouri.  2X4.  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  frosty 

specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,000 

1921  Missouri.  2X4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 729 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63 . 835 

Beautiful  1923-S  Monroe 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2,895 


Outstanding  1923-S  Monroe  50<t 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  this  nice. 
Highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A  gorgeous  gem!  2,895 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 495 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-63 . 155 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-58 . 45 

1923-S  Monroe.  AU-55 . 44 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,185 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 605 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 439 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 589 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 539 

1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  deep 

golden  peripheral  toning . 630 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 320 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 320 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14-1 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 290 


1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65-  Scarce  so  fine . 610 


A  Nice  Letter  About  Gail 

The  following  letter  recently  came  unsolicited  from  D.F.,  a  California  client  who  has  been 
working  with  Gail  Watson  and  gave  her  his  want  list: 


“Dear  Gail: 

“Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  Hudson 
and  Alabama  coins.  Please  put  the  excess  on 
account. 

“As  an  antique  dealer,  I  get  judged  by  the 
behavior  of  other  antique  dealers.  Although  it 
is  understandable  for  the  public  to  do  this,  it  is 
neither  fair  nor  valid.  Appreciating  this  and  the 
frequently  read  statement  by  Dave  and  Ray 
about  how  picky  Bowers  and  Merena  is,  I 
decided  to  try  you. 

“When  I  wrote  to  you,  the  half  dozen 
commemoratives  I  inquired  about  were  not  in 
stock  on  your  “Commemorative  Grid”  in  the 
grade  I  wanted.  Even  though  I  had  given  you 
some  very  picky  requirements  concerning  con¬ 
dition  within  the  grade,  I  fully  expected  to 
receive  a  coin  or  two  within  the  week. 

“After  a  week  or  two,  I  assumed  you  were 
just  very  busy.  After  a  month  went  by,  I 
started  getting  a  feeling  of  confidence  in 
you — interesting  that  one’s  confidence  level 
should  rise  when  the  dealer  isn’t  sending 
coins.  At  this  point  I  had  decided  that  you 
not  only  read  my  letter  and  understood  my 
exacting  requirements,  but  you  really  were 
trying  to  locate  what  I  wanted  (a  welcome 
change). 

“When  your  package  arrived,  I  actually 
got  a  little  excited.  I  actually  felt  that  I  was 


going  to  be  able  to  keep  a  coin  sent  to  me  by 
a  dealer  (wouldn’t  that  be  different).  When 
I  opened  the  package  and  saw  the  quality  of 
the  two  coins  you  sent,  I  was  excited.  I  was 
a  bit  surprised  but  very  pleased  to  see  that 
you  had  paid  attention  to  my  requirements. 
The  outstanding  eye  appeal — especially  the 
Hudson — was  more  than  I  was  expecting. 

“It  may  seem  that  every  dealer  should  be 
paying  attention — if  they  want  to  keep  a 
collector’s  business — but  you,  Gail,  are  the 
only  one  who  listened  and  heard  what  I  had 
to  say  and  went  to  the  bother  of  being  that 
selective  for  me.  I  know  that  took  a  lot  more 
work  than  just  reaching  into  the  drawer  and 
picking  out  something  to  send  (that’s  what 
I  have  had  to  put  up  with  in  the  past  from 
various  other  dealers) .  I  am  extremely  pleased 
to  find  someone  with  whom  I  can  work  to 
build  my  commemorative  collection.  Thank 
you,  thank  you,  and  .  .  .  thank  you. 

“I  know  I  thanked  you  already  by  phone, 
but  I  decided  to  put  it  in  writing  so  that 
should  you  ever  have  a  real  downer  of  a  day, 
you  will  have  this  letter  to  remind  you  that 
there  are  collectors  out  there  that  appreciate 
what  you  are  doing  for  them.  Many  thanks. 

“In  two  or  three  months,  I  will  be  ready 
for  another  coin  or  two.  I  am  certainly 
looking  forward  to  your  next  selection.” 
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1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 419 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 450 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 268 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 232 

jl936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 320 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 232 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..475 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 217 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

beautiful . 1,450 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  510 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare!  . 835 

1939  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  rarity. . 665 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  2,100  were 

distributed.  Rare! . 619 


1939-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  A  prize  specimen  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  low-mintage  issue.  Just  2,100  were  dis¬ 
tributed,  and  few  .extant  specimens  can  match 


this  one! . 1,025 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 835 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 665 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 619 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 835 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 665 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 619 

MS-65  1915-S  Panama-Pacific 
191 5-S  Panama- Pacific.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  at 
this  grade  level . 2,650 


Gem  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50«t 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,650 


Gem  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50«t 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,650 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,565 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 

Superb! . 1,565 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 865 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 550 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril- 


liant .  550 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 829 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 87 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 85 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 82 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 75 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,150 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 359 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Lightly  toned . 195 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 419 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 419 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 147 

1936-D  Rhode  Island  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  105 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 485 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 105 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1935- S  San  Diego.  AU-58 . 76 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 138 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  prime 

rarity  in  the  series . 1,315 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,050 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1,050 

1925  Stone  Mountain  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,050 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 268 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-60 . 45 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58 . 43 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-55 . 41 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1935  Texas.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 210 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1936  Texas  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light 

toning .  245 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 


1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 123 

1 937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 268 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 409 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 409 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1938-S  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low-mint¬ 
age  rarity. . 699 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64 . 409 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  Brilliant . 1,565 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1927  Vermont.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 252 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 50 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 78 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  Brilliant . 44 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50 

1946- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 27 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 78 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 33 

1947- D  B.  T.  W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1 947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 72 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 112 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 310 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 580 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 210 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 210 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-63 . 26 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 50 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 27 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 26 

1951- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 290 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 
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11  IN ITlll)  STATES  COMM EMOItATIVE  COINS 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

VARIETY 

1936-D 

MS-63 

104 

MS-64 

130 

MS-65 

429 

VARIETY  MS-63 

1952  26 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 232 

1936-S 

104 

130 

429 

1952-D 

105 

224 

1937 

122 

147 

630 

1952-S 

83 

1 

1937-D 

122 

147 

630 

1953 

53 

205 

1937-S 

122 

147 

630 

1953-D 

55 

78 

310 

1938 

175 

1953-S 

27 

65 

\  /  l  \ 

1938-D 

175 

210 

875 

1954 

46 

54 

245 

Commemorative 

1938-S 

175 

875 

1954-D 

46 

54 

245 

1939 

340 

419 

1954-S 

26 

65 

Silver  Coins 

1939-D 

419 

1025 

Cincinnati  type 

1939-S 

419 

1150 

1936 

395 

835 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

225 

509 

1936-D 

335 

395 

699 

Boone  type 

1936-S 

335 

395 

1080 

1934 

189 

1936  Cleveland 

85 

359 

Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel- 

1935 

115 

129 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 

1935-D 

115 

210 

1936 

252 

325 

build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  Americas  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 
NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  list¬ 
ing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have 
done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal- 

1935-S 

115 

129 

210 

1936-D 

325 

1935/34 

98 

112 

182 

1936-S 

252 

325 

1935/34-S 

1035 

1892  Columbian 

275 

899 

1936 

115 

129 

210 

1893  Columbian 

290 

1936-D 

115 

129 

1935  Connecticut 

395 

835 

leries  your  headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 

1936-S 

129 

210 

1936  Delaware 

310 

749 

VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 

1937 

115 

129 

210 

1936  Elgin 

239 

295 

409 

1893  Isabella  25«t  699  1185  2475 

1937-D 

359 

395 

610 

1936  Gettysburg 

335 

429 

810 

1900  Lafayette  $1  1950  3450  9685 

1937-S 

395 

1922  Grant  plain 

485 

1025 

1921  Alabama  plain  1115  3450 

1938 

735 

1922  Grant  Star 

3295 

1921  Alabama  2X2  849  1299 

1938-D 

665 

1928  Hawaiian 

2950 

6195 

1936  Albany  290  385  735 

1938-S 

455 

935 

1935  Hudson 

935 

1795 

1937  Antietam  785 

1936  Bridgeport 

429 

1924  Huguenot 

290 

835 

Arkansas  type 

1925-S  California 

290 

469 

1050 

1946  Iowa 

98 

1935  115  429 

Carver 

1925  Lexington 

126 

239 

1165 

1935-D  98  429 

1951 

85 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

126 

268 

770 

1935-S  115  429 

1951-D 

35 

135 

1936  Long  Island 

150 

1936  104  130  429 

1951-S 

72 

1 936  Lynchburg 

335 

495 

P.T.  Barnum,  America’s  greatest  showman,  is  pictured  on  the 
obverse  of  the  1936  Bridgeport  centennial  half  dollar.  Among 
his  many  accomplishments  was  the  operation  and  management 
of  Barnum’s  American  Museum  in  New  York  City.  Shown  here 
are  exterior  and  interior  views  from  1853 — quite  a  popular 
place  it  seems. 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1920  Maine 

205 

385 

865 

1934  Maryland 

175 

245 

495 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

6995 

1923-S  Monroe 

155 

495 

2895 

1938  New  Rochelle 

439 

605 

1936  Norfolk 

539 

589 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

320 

1926-S 

169 

320 

1928 

290 

395 

1933-D 

419 

610 

1934-D 

232 

268 

450 

1936 

210 

320 

1936-S 

232 

259 

1937-D 

175 

217 

325 

1938 

325 

335 

369 

1938-D 

335 

369 

1938-S 

325 

335 

369 

1939 

619 

665 

835 

1939-D 

619 

665 

835 

1 939-S 

619 

665 

835 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

1565 

2650 

1920  Pilgrim 

210 

829 

1921  Pilgrim 

195 

359 

1150 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

147 

419 

1936-D 

112 

419 

1936-S 

155 

485 

1937  Roanoke 

259 

325 

1936  Robinson 

169 

495 

1935-S  San  Diego 

92 

119 

1936-D  San  Diego 

98 

138 

1926  Sesqui 

699 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

1315 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

268 

Texas  type 

1934 

112 

123 

210 

1935 

123 

210 

1935-D 

112 

210 

1935-S 

112 

123 

210 

1936 

112 

1936-D 

123 

210 

1936-S 

123 

210 

1937 

210 

1937-D 

123 

210 

1937-S 

210 

1938 

385 

409 

495 

1938-D 

385 

409 

495 

1938-S 

385 

409 

1925  Vancouver 

699 

1565 

1927  Vermont 

425 

1936  Wisconsin 

239 

245 

290 

1936  York 

232 

259 

BTW  Type 

1946 

50 

VARIETY 

1946-D 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

78 

1946-S 

27 

50 

1947 

33 

78 

1947-D 

85 

175 

1947-S 

72 

1948 

65 

72 

1948-D 

65 

72 

1948-S 

72 

1949 

98 

112 

1949-D 

98 

112 

1949-S 

98 

112 

1950 

55 

65 

1950-D 

55 

65 

1950-S 

50 

1951 

26 

27 

50 

1951-D 

85 

92 

1951-S 

78 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


1922  Grant  No  Star  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,750 

Choice  Lewis  &  Clark  Gold  $  1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous . 2,995 

Remarkable  Proof  like  Jefferson  $1 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 

very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up 
in  its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof 

for  all  intents  and  purposes . 2,650 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  MS-62.  Very  frosty.  . 595 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike 

obverse.  A  glittering  cameo! . 925 

191 5-S  Panama- Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-62.  Lightly 
cleaned  long  ago . 595 

Phone  Your  Order 
1-800-222-5993 
Fax  Your  Order 
(603)  569-5319 


Museum  Quality  Commemorative  Artifact 


Commemorative  gold  dollar  bracelet, 

early  20th  century,  comprised  of  1 1  gold 
dollars  from  the  St.  Louis  World’s  Fair;  nine 
of  the  McKinley  design  and  two  of  the  Jef¬ 
ferson  portrait.  Expertly  crafted  by  joining 
original  gold  dollars  together  with  gold  links 
and  a  gold  clasp.  Although  we  have  seen 
some  one-coin  and  three-coin  jewelry  items 
made  from  commemorative  dollars  during 
this  era  (some  of  these  are  illustrated  in  Dave 
Bowers’  book,  Coins  and  Collectors),  the 
present  item  is  the  only  1 1-coin  bracelet  we 
have  ever  seen .  2,900 

California 
Fractional  Gold 

It  an  ml  (inlil  .10  c 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  “peacock").  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 
“peacock”  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays . 1,195 

1853  BG-429.  Rarity-5.  MS-63  Prooflike.  Bril¬ 
liant . 525 

1876/5  BG-1059.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike 
surface . 350 

Rare  California  $1 

$1  Gold  with  “Slug  Reverse” 

Undated  (circa  early  1850s).  BG-501.  MS-60 

(PCGS).  The  rare  octagonal  $1  gold  with  reverse 
design  styled  after  the  illustrious  perched  eagle 
motif  by  Augustus  Humbert  and  others,  used  on 
$50  slugs  circa  1851-1855  (the  latter  being  the 
Kellogg  issue).  A  classic  in  the  series . 3,395 

Hawaiian  Coins 

Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 
1883  Hawaii  10C.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant, 
lustrous,  frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
a  denomination  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower 

grades . 3,900 

1 883  Hawaii  1 0C.  AU-50.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher  qual¬ 
ity  that  usually  seen . 495 

1883  Hawaii.  10C.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1883  Hawaii  25C.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  .350 
1883  Hawaii  50C.  AU-50 . 695 
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A  Proposal 
For  Book 

Collecting 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Our  current  series  of  auctions  highlighting  the  Armand 
Champa  Library  has  brought  forth  quite  a  few  inquiries  from 
“regular”  numismatists  who  would  like  to  become  numis¬ 
matic  book  collectors,  but  do  not  know  where  to  begin. 

How’s  this  for  a  project  for  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society? 

In  certain  other 
fields,  panels  of  knowl¬ 
edgeable  enthusiasts 
have  compiled  lists.  For 
example,  Currier  & 

Ives  print  collectors 
know  well  the  “Best  50 
Large  Folio  Prints”  and 
“Best  50  Small  Folio 
Prints.”  If  you  are  just 
beginning  your  inter¬ 
est  in  old  C&I  prints, 
and  can’t  quite  figure 
out  which  of  the  over 
6,800  prints  to  choose 
from,  you  can’t  go  far  wrong  if  you  select  a  few  prints  from  the 
“Best  50.” 

When  time  comes  to  sell  your  prints,  you  are  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  your  prints  have  been  recognized  as  classics. 
Meanwhile,  you  have  enjoyed  owning  them. 

Similarly,  in  the  1920s,  the  American  Piano  Company, 
maker  of  the  Ampico  reproducing  piano  (which  re-enacted  the 
performances  of  Ignace  Paderewski  and  other  keyboard  lumi¬ 
naries),  issued  thousands  of  rolls.  The  purchaser  of  a  new 
Ampico  reproducing  grand  piano  for  the  living  room  wanted 
a  library  of  rolls  to  go  with  it,  but  may  not  have  been  an  expert 
in  either  classical  or  popular  music.  He  or  she  could  not  go 
wrong  by  purchasing  what  Ampico  called  the  “Favorite  Fifty.” 

We  all  like  lists.  Witness  the  popularity  of  The  People’s 
Almanac  and  The  People 's  Book  of  Lists  a  few  years  ago,  or,  on 
the  farcical  side,  David  Letterman’s  lists.  Then,  of  course,  we 
mustn’t  forget  The  Ten  Commandments. 

In  numismatic  book  collecting,  50  titles  might  be  a  lot  to 
bite  off  at  the  start.  Why  not  compile  a  list  of,  say,  the  Best  20 
numismatic  books  in  the  United  States  series?  I’ll  start  the  ball 
rolling  (or  the  pages  turning)  by  nominating  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America  (1875)  and  Dr.  William  H. 
Sheldon’s  Early  American  Cents  ( 1 949,  or,  its  1 958  successor, 


Penny  Whimsy). 

Other  candidates  that  come  to  mind  in 
elude: 

Montroville  W.  Dickeson’s  America 
Numismatical Manual (1859),  being  the  firn 
generally  popular  guide  to  coin  collecting 
and  still  quite  readable  today. 

Edgar  H.  Adams’  Private  Gold  Coinage  a 
California,  1849-1855,  published  by  th 
American  Numismatic  Society,  1 9 1 3,  a  treat 
sure  trove  of  historical  notes  pertaining  to  th 
Gold  Rush. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  a 
United  States  and  Colonial  Coins  (Doubleday 
1988,  currently  in  print)  is  without  a  doub 
essential. 

My  own  preferences  are  books  that  mak 
interesting  and  informative  reading  in  addition  to  being  worth 
while  from  a  technical  or  research  viewpoint.  I  probably  woulc 
not  include  Howard  R.  Newcomb’s  United  States  Copper  Ceni 
1816-1857,  for  while  it  is  the  essential  technical  book  on  th< 
series,  there  isn’t  much  “meat”  for  reading.  This  reminds  me  t< 

suggest  that  there  are  sorm 
books  covering  the  sarm 
period,  such  as  William  C 
Noyes’  United  States  Larg 
Cents  1816- 1839,  JohnD 
Wright’s  The  Cent  Boo , 
1816-1839,  and  excellen 
texts  by  Bob  Grellman 
But,  I  take  the  risk  of  zero 
ing  in  on  a  specific  are; 
(cents  1816-1857),  am 
perhaps  shouldn’t.  On  th< 
other  hand,  this  may  be  ; 
good  reason  for  making  ; 
Best  50  list  rather  than 
Best  20. 

Or,  perhaps  there  should  be  a  Best  10,  then  a  Best  2( 
(incorporating  the  Best  10),  and  a  Best  50  (incorporating  th 
Best  20).  In  that  way,  someone  with  a  casual  interest  can  star 
with  the  Best  10  and  not  have  to  do  any  back  tracking  if  he  o 
she  moves  up  to  the  Best  20  or  Best  50. 

Adapted  from  the  author’s  “The  Joys  of  Coin  Collecting 
column,  Coin  World. 

Sees  the  Difference 

The  following  is  from  W.P.,  a  Virginia  client: 

“Dear  Gail  and  Beth: 

“Since  1988  I’ve  enjoyed  being  part  of  your  Collection 
Portfolio  Program.  I’ve  seen  my  collection  grow  and  finally 
take  shape — especially  the  Lincoln  cents  and  Washington 
quarters.  The  selections  received  have  been  good  values  for 
both  the  grade  and  price. 

“I  don’t  attend  many  shows.  However,  I  did  go  to  one  a 
few  months  ago.  There  certainly  is  a  difference  for  coins  even 
of  the  same  certified  grade.  You  really  get  to  see  the  difference 
when  examining  several  pieces  at  one  time.  Nice  to  know 
Bowers  and  Merena  has  selected  nice  examples  of  the  coin 
grade  and  not  inferior  examples.” 
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sponsors  as  well,  and  cost  nearly  $  I  00.000  to  pro 
duce.  The  program  is  a  general  introduction  to  the 
pleasures  of  coin  collecting,  and  it  takes  about  a  half 
hour  to  watch.  Numismatist  David  Lisot  was  the 
producer,  thus  the  film  is  numismaticaJly  “correct 
(general  news  features 
about  coins  are  often 
not).  Add  this  to  your  li¬ 
brary.  List  $19.95. 

Stock  No.  BVI-804, 

10%  and  20%  dis¬ 
counts  apply. 


At  Great  Discount  Prices 


BUST  half 

FEVER 


If  you  have  not 
yet  ordered  Edgar  E. 

Souder’s  Bust  Half 
Fever,  we  invite  you 
to  do  so  now.  The  list 
price  is  $60,  Stock  No.  BSO-752.  Discounts  ap- 
Lots  of  activity:  Books  have  been  selling  like  hotcakes.  Our  sup-  ply.  The  volume  is  hardbound,  352  pages,  and  is  a  very  collector-ori- 
ply  of  the  new  Bust  Half  Fever  sold  out  quickly,  and  we  had  to  reor-  ented  “human”  presentation  of  observations,  buying  tips,  rarity,  avail- 

der.  One  of  our  favorite  titles  (but  not  a  ability,  and  more,  all  centering  on  1807-1836  Capped  Bust  halves. 


j  1f,  'T«erfo/cJ 

I  ./Vor  Cure 


I  V  a,  J 


a  discount- 


best  seller)  is  The  Waterford 
Water  Cure:  A  Numismatic 
Inquiry,  a  19th-century  so¬ 
cial,  medical,  and  numis¬ 
matic  true  adventure  by  Q. 

David  Bowers,  actually  sold 
two  copies  in  a  single  day 
last  week!  Seriously,  this  is 

a  fun  “read,”  and  no  less  a  *  _ 

numismatic  personage  than 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  said  it  is  high  on  his  list 
of  favorite  books  we’ve  published  over  the 
years.  If  you  want  a  copy  of  this 
autographed,  limited  hardbound  edition 
book,  the  list  price  is  $49.95  (but  you  get 


-read  on)  Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

Speaking  of  list  prices,  these  are  what  you  do  not  pay  when  you 
order  from  this  Books  for  Sale  section.  You  earn  a  discount  of  10%  on 
any  book  order  totaling  up  to  $100  list  price,  and  a  whopping  20%  if 
your  order  totals  a  list  price  of  $  1 00.0 1  or  more.  You  can  mix  and  match 
titles  as  you  wish.  Each  book  we  sell  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back 
guarantee.  Shipping  is  extra. 

A  new  title  this  issue  is  The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield  &  Liberty 
Head  Nickels  by  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia  Mohon.  We  have  just 
ordered  a  bunch  of  copies  to  be  sent  here  immediately  upon  publi¬ 
cation.  We  hear  tell  that  this  is  a  fine  book  in 
the  genre  of  the  DLRC  Press  “Complete 
Guide”  series,  but  in  any  event  you  have  our 
30-day  guarantee.  Doubtless,  we’ll  use  our  own 
copy  a  lot.  Delivery  here  is  expected  within  a 
week  or  so  of  the  time  you  read  this  Rare  Coin 
Review,  and  your  copy  will  be  sent  as  soon  as 
we  get  our  shipment.  Your  cost  is  $34.95 
softbound,  Stock  No.  BPE-200,  less  10%  dis¬ 
count  (at  least,  take  20%  if  your  overall  book 
order  permits),  or  net  $31.46. 

Also  new  to  our  listings  is  the  VCR  vid¬ 
eotape,  Money:  History  in  Your  Hands,  with 
movie  personality  James  Earl  Jones  as  the  on¬ 
screen  host.  This  was  a  joint  effort  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  and  other 


This  is  not  a  substitute  for  the  Overton-Parsley  book,  but 
|  is  a  great  companion  to  it. 

Dave  Bowers’  new  three-volume  work,  totaling  over 
1,500  pages  and  with  hundreds  of  illustrations,  is  now  be¬ 
ing  formatted  by  our  Graphics  Department  on  behalf  of  the 
Wolfeboro  Elistorical  Society.  The  set  of  books  is  collectively 
titled  The  History  of  Wolfeboro,  NH,  1770-1994,  and  includes 
volumes  on  the  chronological  history,  people  and  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  a  business  and  professional  directory.  The  work  is 
non-profit  and  has  been  underwritten  by  the  Town  of  Wolfe¬ 
boro,  several  foundations,  and  many  individual  and  corporate  donors. 
The  list  price  for  the  set  of  three  is  $165  plus  $10  shipping,  but  the 
special  prepublication  price  is  just  $125  plus  $10.  Only  1,000  sets 
will  be  printed  of  the  deluxe  hardbound  first  edition,  and  of  this 
number  over  310  sets  have  already  been  ordered  (including  orders 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  U.S.  Senate,  among  oth¬ 
ers),  even  though  publicity  has  hardly  begun.  If  you  would  like  a  set 
for  $125  plus  $10  shipping  (no  further  discounts  apply),  just  order 
through  our  Publication  Department.  Delivery  is  expected  in  Spring 
1996.  This  is  not  a  numismatic  book,  but  may  well  appeal  to  any¬ 
one  interested  in  the  fascinating  history  of  a  New  England  town. 

The  latest  news  is  that  we  are  COMPLETELY  SOLD  OUT  of 
Dave  Bowers’  two-volume  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  We  expect  to  publish  a 
new  edition  sometime  in  1996.  Further  announcements  will  be  forth¬ 
coming  at  the  appropriate  time.  Meanwhile,  we  are  not  accepting  ad¬ 
vance  orders  as  we  do  not  know  what  the  price  will  be.  Our  thanks 
go  to  numismatists  all  over  the  world  who  have  ordered  thousands 
of  sets  of  this  comprehensive  study. 

Look  through  our  book  listing  carefully  and  telephone  me  at 
1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand,  and  I’ll  take  care  of  your  or¬ 
der.  I’ll  do  the  math  for  you  on  your  discount  and  invoice  you  auto¬ 
matically.  Or,  mail  your  order  on  the  Order  Blank  provided  with  this 


issue. 


Happy  reading  (and  watching,  if  you  order  the  video). 


Sincerely, 


Mary  Tocci 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  1 84  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue. 
Illustrated.  Special  Offer:  HB 
version  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


TM  COMTUTI 

9KJUM  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half 
dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis. 
1 68  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


IHJNIHPWH  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
■L  Read  about  the  history-,  art, 

romance,  and  investment 
;  I  aspect  of  coins.  3U0>  pages, 

illustrated. 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.  1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market 
(2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
coin  hobby  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  372  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-353)  List  $19.95 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  TO 
UNTML 
SHIES' 

GOLD  COINS 


if  §  DA  VIP  towns 

xmui  it  ***•  ■  mu 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB(BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive 
reference  work  covering 
commemoratives  from  the 
19th  century  through  1991. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 

►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 

The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series 
from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold 
issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

.V-  U  «.*  .  cJ  r-  'he 
r.|;  ,\  I 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowen 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages  in 
each  volume. 

The  Numismatist’s: 

^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
^  CountrysideCompanion — SB(BBM-207)  List$12.95 
^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
^  Traveling  Companion — SB(BBM-210)  List  $12.95 
^  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List  $12.95 


Save  Money  on  Every  Book  Order! 

Take  10%  off  ail  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  ail  book  orders 
over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Valuable  information  om 
different  series,  from  onu 
of  the  country's  most 
knowledgeable  numisman 
tists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types:  An  Action  Guid* 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor — ■ 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  Copper  Coin* 
An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor  — 

SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 
^  United  States  3<t  and  5lt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 

SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


*? 

United  State*  Cold  Coins 

An  111  Hp icry 


is  C. 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
All  you  want  to  know  about 
American  gold  coins.  415 
pages,  illustrated 
►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the 
fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  various 
styles  of  Proofs,  and  more. 
Year-by-year  analysis.  338 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic 
library  all  in  one  book!  75* 
pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order —  Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

All  the  facts  concerning 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  from 

the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the 

last  in  1891.  265  pages, 

illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-800)  List  $39.95 


Guide  £»  U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


UnJiael  J  Hodder 
is!  (j  Utnwl  Berners 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S. 

Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  To 
Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344 
pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 


Getting  Your  Two  Cents 
Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
A  complete  guide  to  two- 
cent  pieces.  112  pages.  Over 
350  photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 
A  complete  look  at  this 
popular  series.  1 54  pages, 
with  280  photographs. 

►  SB(BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  comprehensive,  specialized  text  for  the 
connoisseur  of  the  series. 

►  SB  (BGR-222)  List  $36.95 

Save  money  on  these  great  books 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all 
book  orders  over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


WALKING 
LIBERTY 
HALT  DOLLARS 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

ByAlC.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters..  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-lOO)  List  $59.95 


9g*~ 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

(Jllitcd 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

-flutes 

pultons 

A  must  for  anyone  with  an 

v|ydtlti*d  *• 'tfeUft 

interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

_) 

United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  (Foreword 
by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this 
popular  series.  Nearly  400 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  David  W.  Lange 
Expansive  insight  into  the 
Mercury  dime  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-108)  List  $29.95 


TH*  COMrt-IT* 
G4MM  TO 


BARBER 

HALVES 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed 
on  a  date-by-date  basis.  1 1 2 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encydopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margo lis 
The  author  discusses  everything 
to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates..  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading 
guide  by  the  ANA.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $9.95 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S. 

Tokens 

1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands 
of  different  tokens.  824  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724)  List  $45.00 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work 
by  William  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  $50.00 
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Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  recently  published  work 
covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series, 
grading  collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this 
work  on  American 
commemoradves.  386 
pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 


By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every 
coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 


►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB(BW1-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 
The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr. 
Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BWI-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-817)  List  $31.95 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  SB  (BBM  809)  List  $19.95 

Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  SB  (BBM-821)  List  $19.95 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-822)  List  $24.95 

The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin 

►  SB  (BBM-850)  List  $10.00 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 

Money:  History  in  Your  Hands  (Video) 

Narrated  by  James  Earle  Jones 

A  general  introduction  to  the  pleasures  of  coin 

collecting. 

►  Video  (BV1-804)  List  $19.95 


Terms  of  Sale 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  information 
in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and 
be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if 
possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5 .  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
to-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do 
vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various 
published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953)  that  our 
conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  count¬ 
less  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process 
we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 


quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  t 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demar 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  peri 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Ham 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  N< 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  spec 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographii 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  which  m 
occur. 
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RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #108  ORDER  FORM 

Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 


BOOKS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01) 

Net  price:  $ 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount  $ 

Total:  Books  and  postage  $ 


COINS 


Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount  $ 
Total:  Coins  and  postage  $ 


Books  and  Shipping  Total: 

Coins  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Please  place  mailing  label  here, 

Name: 

or  print  the  following: 

Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Collector  Only 

Address: 

□ 

$29.00 

Citv: 

State  Zip 

Domestic 

□ 

$79.00 

Canada  &C  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

□ 

$135.00 

Telephone: 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□ 

$185.00 

Customer  #: 

Subtotal  of  items 

$ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

Total  Enclosed 

$ 

)  Check  CD  MasterCard 

Q  Visa  Q  AmEx 

Card  # 

Exp.  Date: 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $  500/Free  on 
Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 

orders 

over  $500 

Signature: 

TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 


BERNARD  EDISON 
EDISON  BROTHERS  STORES 
P  0  BOX  14020 
ST  LOUIS  MO  63178 


